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Foreword 


i..*e  endeavor  tp  establish  the  ^eno-ilo y  anil  hint  or-"  of  this 
John  Bretz  has  met  two  unsur :iountc bis  obstacles;  the  Vick  of  a«.rlv 
written  records,  and  the  difficulty  or  i  .loosnibiTit^  of  identifying 
those  of  the?  many  John ,  Jacob  and  'Ttilip  Bretzos  of  the  penns;rlvanio 
archives  who  tore  members  of  this  f:-.m.il,r.  A  third  a 'f ‘icult’%  of  loss 
confluence,  has  been  the  apathetic  attitude  of  older  living  Pretz.f*3« 
due  in  part  to  thoir  advanced  age  at  the  time  of  this  Investigation 
but  also  to  a  life-long  lack  of  interest  in  f  nil  1 ~  historv.  T)otese 
event.'  and  relationships,  never  recorded  have  s triply  boon  forgotten. 
Outstanding  exceptions  have  been  Allen  Brctz  end  two  others,  II.  F» 
Pennington  and  Anna  B0  Seitz,  whose  mothers  were  Bretz-born,  To  them 
we  owe  the  establishment  and  preservation  of  e  considerable  «  art  of 
the  family  tree  down  to  about  1912  in  the  manuscript  record  called 


the  "Bretz  Register"*  Ho  ever,  Allen*  s  claim  that  John  *  s  father  v/us 
Jacob  Pretz,  the  immigrant  cf  1732,  13  obviously  in  error,. 


Another  Bretz  genealogy,  that  of  Ludwig,  immigrant  of  1750* 
apparently  has  been  more  successful  in  tving  that  family  to  nn 
ancestor  born  In  Germany  but  has  failed  to  trace  laid',  ir  back  of  1750. 
Attempts  made  by  <;eo.  Z.  Bretz,  of  Brooklyn  and  by  Harry  Brctz,  a 
descendant  of  Ludwig,  both  of  whom  visited  the  Rhine  and  Roselle 
valleys  v.ith  the  hope  of  finding  documentary  recoids  of  pro -Revolution¬ 
ary  date,  have  been  unsuccessful .  Only  the  later  Bretz  im  ligrwrts „  (f 0:1 
there  are  German -born  Bretzes  living  in  America  today, )  appear  to  know 
in  what  parts  of  Germany  their  progenitors  .livedo 


Every  promising  source  of  information  kn r  n  has  been  investi¬ 
gated  in  this  study.  The  unimaginative  habit  of  repeating  given 
names  through  the  generations,  true  of  almost  every  lino  of  Cretz.es 
and  the  l  imited  variety  in  those  no. nos  ,  has  rendered  hopeless  any 
further  unravelling  of  early  family  relations*  At  least  32  Johns, 
•Philips  and  Jacobs  are  recorded  in  America,  Thirteen  male  descen¬ 
dants  of  our  John  have  carried,  his  name? 


9 


Attempts  to  add  to  the  "Bretz  Register"  of  the  earl''  1900rs 
have  been  unsuccessful,  except  in  e  few  linos.  Among  living  Bretz 
descendants  o.f  John,  the  apathy  concerning  their  derivation  indicates 
the  task  as  largely  impossible  0  probably  the  cousinshj.ps  are  too 
distant  to  be  worth  establishing,  in  a  family  so  careless  of  its 
history  0 
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The  monosyllable  "Brotz**  obviously  5s  Of-m.nlc  „  Vori  ante  make 
it  impossible  to  relate  or  differentiate  f  by  sy-Illng.  olrme  „  fami¬ 
lies  currying  the  names  of  Brets,  Fritz,  Brett ,  Britts ,  f-.reit:z0 
Brotzlus  and  Pret&„  The  oldest  records,  dating;  back  a 5 most  to 
Charlemagne ?  use  only  the  two  forms ,  Brets  end  Trot?,*  /.n  attempt 
has  been  made  to  connect  these  early  Oer-iuns  T'ith  g  Fnbius  Bretlu.% 
or  Britius ,  a  Roman  "llagister  Hquitum5’  {crvalrv  general)  in  the  lBth 
Roman  Legion ,  who  come  from  the  district  of  Capua  and  Tar onto  in  south¬ 
ern  Italy ;  married  rife,  daughter  of  e  German  tribal  "duke";  was  ho^d 
of  a  family  in  the  Reman  city  nor*  called  Trier  or  Treves  on  the  Moselle 
about  224  A.D* ;  and  died  263  A,D«  The  inf  or  .ration  is  said  to  have 
been  t  ken  from  "Genealogical  Tobias  of  the  Permon  ITobilitv"  and 
"Books  of  Heraldry"  in  the  C 5. tv  Library  of  Vienna  9  It  is  also  stated 
that  the  descendants  of  rabius  Lretius,  vritinr  their  name  Pretz  or 
^retz,  constituted  a  fa.mi.lv  of  knights  in  the  r^,rion  for  several 
centuries  although  no  names  are  reported  until  H  ggho  '"r  -tz  a p sears  in 
the  time  of  utto  the  Greet «  In  951 P  Otto  "ranev.crV*  ?fupho*s  "old  title 
of  nobility  and  family  escutcheon  and  established  them  with  instru - 
.aents  of  writing  at  Augsburg" .  upparentl”-  as  \  reword  for  liugho’s  valor 
in  the  battle  of  I.eochfcldr ,  (950)  'hen  Otto  dr  f  ini  tel  v  disposed  of 
trie  Magyar  monace  from  the  east*  Kugho's  wife  was  Berthe,  of  ’"artens- 
leben0  ::e  had  two  sons,  Claudius  e-r.d  Adolf- 


Rome  hold  the  Teutonic  tribes  a  Ion,-  the  Rhine  in  subjection 
until  the  fifth  century  when  the  weakening  Empire  lost  the  last  of 
its  holdings  in  Caul0  Thereafter  the  Teutonic  tribes  warred  among 
the  -ioo Ives *,  Saxon3  9  Franks  and  Alaiaanni  struggling,  for  domination 
until  Charlemagne  imposed  one  authority  in  lav;  and  re  lip  ion,  ond 
unified  Germany  for  the  first  time,,  Only  the  existence  and  survival* 
through  these  vicissitudes  >.  of  a  "coat -of -arms"  could  have  made 
po  s  s  ible  the  family  connection  that  is  Indicated  across  seven  ernturir: 
there  the  record  of  royalty  is  questionable,  what  is  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  direct  tracing  among  lower  social  orders? 

Claudius,  a  son  of  Hugho,  was  a  prebendary  in  the  Done  Church 
at  Cologne,  and  without  descendants „  Adolf*  another  son,  lived  at 
Rretzenburt. ,  a  fortified  castle  built  by  Hupho  on  the  7'osel'Je  near 
Trier o  He  was  a  magistrate  of  the  Lower  Rhine  *  His  rife’s  name 
was  Clara  Von  Waldo ck 0  He  was  killed  In  u.  duel,  A0D.  1019  v:ith  a 
Rhineland  knight  named  Viet  Von  Banserlious  *  His  four-  sons  are 
reported  to  have  distinguished  themselves  in  some  of  the  Crusades* 

The  name  of  Conrad  alone  is  recorded  (died  13-12)  and  he  must  have 
been  several  generations  removed  from  /wolf*  Conrad  V.  name  is 
spelled  "Dretzho 

Conrad  was  "military  nan"  under  J  udolf  of  Hubs  burg*  He  had 
two  sons,  Euloglus  and  George  Brotz., 

Eulogius  was  magistrate  of  Hark  L  *  ndenburg  under  t; nporor 
Albrecht  (Albert  of  Hubs  burg)  0  He  liv  s  in  Ltlbben  on  the  Spree,, 
about  40  miles  south  of  Berlin,  and  h,  1  do, scene!  nts  there,  listed  in 
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the  blue -blood  register,  as  late  as  1702 .  Joseph  and  Claus  Bretz 
are  named  as  heading  "the  principal  families  in  the  time  of  Frederick 
the  First”.  Since  Frederick  the  First  died  in  1190  this  statement 
must  be  in  error. 

George  Bretz,  son  of  Conrad,  "took  possession  of  the  property- 
on  the  Rhine”  (not  the  castle  built  on  the  Moselle  by  Hugho,  for  the 
place  is -v;rong  and  the  time  is  400  years  later).  He  married  Anna  Von 
Rhelneck.  Their  numerous  descendants  "were  almost  totally  destroyed 
during  the  Thirty  Years  War”,  Only  one  lineal  descendant  is  indicated 
as  surviving;  Daniel  Brets,  a  merchant  at  Coblenz  on  the  Rhine,  He  ”had 
long  since  discarded  the  old  title  of  nobility”.  He  died  in  1681,  His 
two  sons  v:ere  ielix  and  Cristof  Bretz,  but  there  is  no  further  informa¬ 
tion  about  them. 

The  foregoing  account  has  been  supplied  by  Harold  Pretz  of 
Allentown,  Pa,  It  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family  a  Ion*  time 
and  he  believes  that  it  v/as  obtained  by  his  grandfather,  Christian, 
though  from  v.nat  source  ho  does  not  know.  It  is  very  fragmentary 
and  is  inconsistent  or  incorrect  in  places.  It  involves  an  enormous 
break  between  224  and  951 #  and  bridges  those  seven  centuries  of  poli¬ 
tical,  military  and  religious  flux  by  means  only  of  a  "coet-of-arms"* 
Where  predatory  raids,  conouoring  invasions  and  cackin  -  of  cities 
v/ere  so  constantly  recurring  but  co  poorly  recorded  as  those  among 
the  Teutons  and  their  neighbors,  little  probability  attaches  to  this 
purported  connection  between  Fabius  Fretius  and  Hugho  Hretz.  It 
seems  very  probable  to  the  critical  writer  of  the  present  account  that 
professional  genealogists  collected  the  names  end  dates,  end  added 
their  own  vague  statements  about  the  "illustrious  family  of  knights” 
with  the  name  Bretz  or  Pretz  which  "flourished”  (without  a  single 
individual  name  on  the  record!)  In  the  Rhine  Valley  for  726  years. 

From  Hugho  to  Daniel  is  another  700  years,  with  only  three 
successive  father-son  connections  definitely  stated,  A  complete 
record  of  this  span  would  contain  more  than  a  score  of  them.  It  is  not 
even  clear,  from  the  record,  that  Bretz  and  Pretz  w-erc  optional 
spellings  of  the  seme  name.  All  that  can  be  considered  established  is 
that  the  name  Bretz  goes  back  as  far  as  the  33th  century  and  that  most 
bearers  of  that  named  lived  along  the  Rhine, 

If  there  is  a  line  of  descent  in  the  Rhenish  records,  it  should 
bo  written  as  follows, 

1 -Hugho  (died  983) 

2 -Claudius  (no  descendants) 

2 -Adolf  (died  1019) 

2  4*x -Several  generations  missing. 

( 2 +x)«*»l -Conrad  (died  1312) 

(2+x)^2-Fulot-ius 

(24»x+2)«ry -Several  generations  missing 
( 2+x+2ty ) yl-Joseph 
( 2*x+2+y )  +1 -Glaus 

(2*x)f2-George 

( 2txt2)  fz-Several  gene  rati,  ms  missing 
(2fxt2-tz) fl-Daniel  (died  1618) 

( 2txt2+z)i2-Felix 
( 2+Xf2+z ) f2-Cr istof 
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The  c,coat-of -arms"  which  E voror  Otto  "renewed"  for  Hugho  Is 
described  us  "a  lion  holding  a  crown  on  hie.  head  (with  one  paw?)  and  a 
swore,  in  his  claws  (of  another  paw?),  which  denotes  noble  descent 
and  war -like  spirit.  On  his  helmet  ne  (Bretius)  wore  t  :rec  stars 
vhich  denote  success".  Heraldry  did  not  begin  until  after  the 
Woman  Conquest  (1066).  Apparently  fernily  badges,  escutcheons p  etc, 
aro  hero  called  coats -of -arms . 

If  "Bretz"  is  of  Oer  ionic  origin  and  not  a  Latin  corrupt ions?  it 
Is  a  word  modified  by  long  usage  as  a  personal  and  piece  name  until 
its  original  fora  is  uncertain.  It  mnv  be  traced,  with  equal  success, 
to  three  different  root  words.  "Bretzel",  "Brezel",  or  in  High  German, 
"Bretze",  neons  cracknel  or  pretzel.  ’’Brett"  means  board  or  plank 
and  an  oldor  allied  meaning  is  for-  ct  a-p  brush-  ood,  "V,'ildbret"  ’neons 
wild  game  or  venison.  Thus  the  surname  Bretz  ma^  be] on"  to  that  large 
class  of  names  derived  from  trader,  akin  to  the  vr.ri  >vs  Pngl  ish  names; 
Baker,  Carpenter,  Havryer,  hood,  Hunter,  etc.,  v'hich  cover  the  ranre 
above  indicated. 

That  names  of  such  character  should  originate  in  different 
localities  is  altogether  ;,ro  table  but,  as  f w  or  known  to  the  writer, 
Bretz  as  a  ylaee  name  is  limited ,  with  one  exception,  to  an  nun  ’-ithin 
a  hundred  aiies  of  lie  id',  Iberg.  This  includ  s  nil  or  part  w  the 
.province::;  of  Hesse,  Baden,  "urtembur  ,  Bavaria  and  the  Rhenish  ,Jrovince 
ol  Prussia.  The  accom  anyiny  list  gives  th  ■  location  of  these  plac  es 
in  r ernianv  and  Switzerland. 

Bretz.  Dorf  in  Rhino  province  of  ^ruasia,  Oolbenz  Regierungsbezirk. 
Kino  English  miles  r:NW,  of  St.  Goar,  left  bonk  of  the  Rhine. 

^op.  340. 

Bretzen,  "eiler  in  upper  land  ericht  of  Bavaria.  Wine  miles  SSVY. 
of  E ter t berg .  Bop.  20, 

Bretzenockcr,  Dorf  in  Kcckar  district  of  '"urtemburg.  6  3/4  mi.  uiNE, 
of  v.aiblingen,  iJop.  240. 

Bretzengarten.  well*  r  in  riittelfranken,  Bavaria.  JLsndgeri cht  of 
wurembur^ .  rop.  14° 

Bretzenheim.  rarich  dorf  in  Kheinhessen ,  nessen.  mi.  SWS.  of 
Mainz.  Pop.  1300o 

Bretzenheim,  Parish  dorf  of  Rhein  province  of  Prussia. 

Kegierungsbezirk  of  Coblenz,  2  mi.  jnE  •  of  Kreutznach,  left 
side  of  the  Nahe ,  10  kra.  S.  of  Binge n-am-Rh ine ,  Pop.  970, 

Bretzin.  Hof  in  hendischer  region,  Heckle  ns  burg  -Schwerin .  4^  ml. 

E.  of  Bcitzenburg.  Pop.  110. 
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Bretzingen.  Hof  in  Jaxt  district  of  VPar  tern  burg  * 

_ _ Rnuen.  The  same  v/eilor  3  ni.  N.  of  Gaildorf,  F-p.  190, 

Bretzliobel,  Waste  in  Lov/er  Bavaria,  Lundgericht  of  Vilsblburg, 

Bretzenlieim-am-ftain,  3  km.  31'.',  of  Mainz -am -Main. 

Bretzfeld  on  the  Brettacia.  18  lea.  WEE .  of  Heilbronn, 

Bretzfeld  on  the  Heokar.  1?0  km.  N.  of  Bodon  See,  Necknr  Kreis, 
Wurteraburg ,  A  church  dorf  of  470  pop.,  9  mi.  ENE .  of  *  einsburg, 

Bretzingen  in  Baden.  35  km,  R.  of  Bretzfeld. 

Bretzwil,  20  1cm,  S,  of  Basel,  Switzerland • 

Further,  all  Bretz  immigrants  into  the  United  States,  whose  former 
home  is  known,  have  come  from  this  portion  of  German’"’.  Hence  the 
Bretz  tribe  ^nd  the  T’retz  name  appear  to  bn  limited  to  the  High  German 
portion  of  the  Fatherland,  Iving  between  the  Alas  on  the  south  end  the 
ho w  German  plain  on  the  north.  It  includes  the  head’ water-  of  the 
Danube  end  that  portion  of  the  Rhine  Valley  richest  in  historic 
associations  and  most  fomod  for  rscenic  beauty. 

Recorded  arrivals  of  Brest z  immigrants  in  America  dote  back  to  173? 
Bretz  people  nor  living  in  America  represent  the  entire  gamut,  from 
German-born  im.iij  rants  to  the  seventh  ond  ei  hth  yeneruti  "ui  of  'merican 
born.  The  family  vith  1  hich  this  account  deals  has  descended  from 
one  of  the  earliest  immigrants • 


THE  EiGGRATlOK  MOVEMENT  FRO- -7  Gjjj RMATT  IK  WHICH  THE 
EARLY  bretz  ji^igrakts  shared 

Causes  of  the  Palatinate  Emigration 

Europe  v:as  racked  by  devastating  wars  for  the  whole  of  the 
sever.tecntn.  century*  Political  oppression  and  rnliyi  us  persecution 
ground  do v/n  the  common  people  to  an  abject  physical  and  spiritual 
poverty.  By  the  political  rulers ,  to  whom  the  accomplish  w  nt  of  their 
own  ends  and  gratification  of  their  own  ambitions  was  paramount,  the 
peasant  was  regarded  as  of  little  greater  importance  than  his  cattle. 

In  consequence ,  there  developer  a  strong  spirit  of  unrest,  which 
was  especially  notable  in  Germany.  The  suffering  people  had  endured 
cruel  end  oppressive  conditions  for  so  long  that  they  could  see  no 
glimmer  of  ho^e  for  betterment* 

An  endoavor  in  western  Germany  to  escape  from  these  intolerable 
conditions  started  an  immigration  movement  into  England  in  170 8, 

But  there  was  no  opening  for  o.  nev;  people  In  an  already  crowded 
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England  end  thr  reason  Cor  the  j  lowm-nt  toward  r:;:\  land.  ic  un-aio1  .ru 
Great  r  Hort-u  v.  :j>  made  by  the  Eii{  Huh  to  eh<  liar,  .feed  and  clothe 
tlio  thousand v  who ,  v;.tth  no  *ionoy  end  no  pro-arty  f  .  yrcd  across  the 
Channel,  It  took  a  year  or  tore  to  check  the  tru'd  the  *°a  Inti  note 

and  rwv-yl  lore  yaurr  to  secure  on  economic  bi-V no.;  throu /i?  absorption 
of  no  le  into  the  Kry  'i  ish  industri*.  3  3 ifo  ;  ml  ••.  ? .  i:  urr-  or  others  to  the 
Fut.ner.lond,,  followod  y  cini.vvatioi-i  to  A.  .jorloo , 

Opportunely  come  the  iy.  ant  of  Para • s  Woods ,  nrrJ,  far  efforts  of 
the  {..rent  kuakor  to  people  hie  1  uid  ,  The  dew?)  ••trodden ,  3  itw  :rty -loving 
Cei*.  tnn.v  o I’  the  IT latina to  L  nd  the  no.'  oouvitry  00  or-***  the  00a  needed 
each  other,  Penn  hod  trove .1  led  throu:}*.  the  Rhine  provinces  (the 
Palatinate  )  in  3671  arid  in  3677,  preocV.iiy  the  doct rtirr  of  the  Puoke ?*o , 
and  hod  1  >und  u  people  wiosc  roll*' A:>us  ten;. to  u;^  not  notably  different 
fro :<i  his?  ov/.n ,  To  these  he  nov;  rent-  agent.:;  ’.oo  scattered  ’  oolclots 
broadcast,  describing  hie  country  and  invitin’  i*n  •ilyrytion. 

hardy  hue  nerr  been  lore  aaoepta.r-3  1  end  3 nr  -i yiny  than  the 
.,1  c:fx;yx-  in  t ho bo  file  to-  to  th-  V'hojnl.rh  poo pie.  The  Euglinli  preacher 
*.;ho  had  recently  i  light  thou  doctrine*.  skin  to  their  m*v«  nov-:  owned  e 
la.jnj f icon l  domain  in  the  New  Worlds  Vo  thin  ha  invited  them  to  conn; 
there'  to  live  without  v-’ern  or  relic  1  ms  jorsacul-i -ns ,  end*  r  "lay  in  Die 
making  of  which  they  would  share. 


1. 


There  in  no  record  of  the  numei  or  number r  of  the  no  earliest 
German  Remigrants,  he 001* dirt:  did  not  l*»t  in  until  1 727  vfcen  ‘-ho  rev' 
net.istry  lav/  reeu’r  d  t,  e  r ip nr.tur*  of  over*  wo 3  r  l’T*0  grant  to  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  "His  Pro  cent  ';(a,1ccty  Xing  Geer.  0  foe  Ueeond"  and  to 
the  lows  o.t  tlit;  province.  This  record  of  inn^yv  ntr  into  the  port,  uf 
i'hiludxl  hiu  exti-iuls  from  1727  to  the  Auer.ieaai  R-  volu fci  *n«  Ru  ,>p  lies 
pujbl ishod  it  .in  hie  :,Thjyty  Thousand  Ucmos  of  Geruicn  srd  Swiss 
Im  uigrunt  3  f  e  tc  , " 

During  this  time  more  than  seventy  different  ships  rerr.  n  n-  ed 
in  trun;  port-in  the  German  inni* .rents:,  ana  other  .ships  1  ere  brio  ixv? 
in  British  colonic tc.  Some  made  a  re  ular  buoim  c  of  it.  The 
"Loyal  Judith"  lade  five  voyages  for  this  pi-.rpooa.  The  rnror  yo  t oiv.ru; e 
of  the  ships  -.hose  dimonri  inn  sro  recorded  xnv  3. 7 6  tono ,  nd  the 
average  nu  ihor  of  paGsenc.erc  was  300*  Tlie  principal  port  of  enbe idea¬ 
tion  was  Rotterdam,  at  the  moutli  of  the  Rhino. 

This  i.<i  deration  from  Die  Rhine  provinces-  fell  off  notably  during 
and  after  the  Revolution  end  the  outbreak  of  that  war  lay  bo  t'-ken  to 
mark  the  close  of  the  period  of  do  tinant  German  :ii(- nation  into 
rennsyi vania . 


Character  of  the*  Journey 


The  character  of  the  .iournoy  undort;-; 
Ger.oany  to  America  is  known  from  several 
the  narrative  of  Gottlieb  Mittelberycr, 


ken  by  the  i  i  ii,r:rant  from  iiigJti 
sources,  chief  a.nany  which  is 
lie  came  to  America  in  1730 
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and  returned  in  1754,  end  his  quaint  observations  were  written  soon 
afterward.  Ho  states  that  his  chief  reason  for  writing  is  to  warn 
intending  immigrants  of  "the  wretched  and  grievous  condition  of  those  who 
travel  from  Germany  to  this  new  land,  and  the  outrageous  and  merciless 
proceedings  of  the  Hutch  mon-handlers,.."  He  states  that  i*efore  he  left 
^urierica,  he  whs  implored  "with  tears  and  uplifted  hands,  and  even  in  the 
name  of  God,  to  lake  this  niscry  end  rarrjHknovn  in  Germany  so  that  ... 
the  com  .on  people  ...  mi,_ht  learn  hot:  they  had  fared,  to  prevent  other 
innoc  nt  souls  f ro  i  leaving  their  fatherland,  versuaded  thereto  by 
the  Nov landers,  and  from  being  sold  into  slavery.  And  so  X  voi/ed 
to  the  great  God,  and  pronised  those  people,  to  reveal  to  the  people  of 
Germany  the  pure  truth  about  it,  to  the  best  of  mv  knowled.  n  and  abilitv" 
mittelber^er  obviously  believed  that  the  Devil  of  continued  living  in 
Germany  v;us  pro.,  enable  to  the  deep  blue  sea  of  callous  greed  spawning; 
from  the  opportunity  offered  by  this  pU3h  toward  e  Promised  Land,  Penn 
appears  to  have  had  no  control  over  thin  vicious  exploitation  by  the 
shipmasters,  if  indeed  he  xmr-  aware  of  it, 

ivlittelberger  followed  th<  sane  route  th  t  tho  ( root  of 

Germans  took  in  coming  to  Peru* syi vanie.  du^in.  this  algratory  movement. 
They  ull  took  boat  at  the  earliest,  o  portunity,  and  iourneved  dovn  the 
Rhine  to  reach  Holland.  The  trip  from  Heilbronn  to  Holland  is  esti¬ 
mated  by  ii1.ttelberp.er  to  have  required  20 0  hours  for  a  con  inuous 
passage,  Hut  the  presence  of  36  customs  houses  enroute  and  the  leisurely 
examination  of  baggage  aboard  the  Rhine  boats  len  thened  the  trip  to  four, 
five  and  ev<n  sij?  weeks.  At  Rotterdam,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rhine,  the 
emigrants  embarked  on  the  ships  which  wert  to  earn*  them  to  ^ennsyl  vonia  • 
From  eight  days  to  four  \  eoks  were  consumed  in  reachin  Cowes,  in 
nn^lond,  across  the  North  gea,  Eight  to  fourteen  days  vere  '’pent  here , 
loading  cargo,  then  the  ships  headed  for  America.  With  most  favoring 
winds ,  the  German  immigrants  ’  ere  seven  weeks  enroute  better.  Cores  and 
Philadelphia.  with  head  winds  >iiu  trip  might  be  .len  thorn  d  to  ten  or 
tv  elve  weeks. 

Quarters  on  board  these  early  sailing  ships  verv  amazin-ly 
restricted.  "One  receives  c  place  of  scarcely  two  feet  width  and  six 
feet  length  in  the  bedstead",  livery  one,  sick  ar.d  well  alike,  slept 
in  his  clothes,  wrapped  in  his  ov/n  blankets,  in  the  camion  bed.  ^eople 
died,  and  babes  wore  born,  in  this  bed.  There  war  no  privacy  whatever. 
Herding  is  the  only  fit  word  for  these  accommodations. 

Warm  food  v;an  served  but  tnree  times  a  week.  The  provisions 
were  old  and  spoiled,  V:  rv  salty  and  almost  impossible  to  r,r  tt  even 
though  the  people  had  exhausted  their  own  stock  of  prov’si^ns  and  were 
suffering  from  hunger.  "In  a  whole  biscuit  there  was  scarcely  a  piece 
the  size  of  a  dollar  which  was  not  full  of  worms  ;  nd  red  spiders  nests." 
"The  water  which  is  served  out  on  these  shi.;s  is  often  very  black, 
thick  and  full  of  \  oras ,  so  that  one  cannot  drink  it  without  loathing, 
even  with  the  greatest  thirst." 

The  lonc;  voyage  dovm  the  Rhino  and  the  long  stoy  in  En;  land  in 
many  cases  exhausted  the  nnull  store  of  money  wh  ’ ch  the  immigrant  had 
brought.  On  those  ships  where  food  was  served  onl.y  for  cash,  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  fere,  the  poor  immigrant  without  woney  and  at  the  end 
of  his  own  supply  of  provisions  faced  a  most  critic:  1  situation.  Gany 
actually  died  en  route,  of  starvation? 
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Crowded  quarters'. ,  wretched  food  and  polluted  water  inevitably 
bred  sickness.  liittelbergcr  says  that  32  children  died  on  the  ship  he 
was  aboard,  and  that  children  from  one  to  seven  years  of  aye  rarely 
survived  the  ourney.  Childbirth  on  board  usually  meant  death  for  the 
mother  and  babe  alike.  From  the  "Hoch  Deutsche  Penney] v  nische 
Bcrichte”  of  Philadelphia,  dated  February  16,  1745,  the  following  note 
is  taken.  ".Another  ship  reached  Philadelphia  i-ith  400  Germans  .aboard,  an 
it  is  said  that  not  tany  over  50  remain  alive.  They  received  their 
bread  ration  every  two  v:e  I;s  and  many  ate  it  in  four,  five  or  rAs*  d".  vs. 
And  when  they  get  no  cooked  food  for  ti  ht  days,  their  bread  is  °o  much 
the  sooner  (gone)”.  ”...  Another  man  vrtio  had  eaten  all  his  vreek's 
bread  asked  the  captain  for  a  little  bread,  but  in  vain.  Ho  then  came  to 
the  captain  and  requested  him  to  throw  them  (himself  and  vife)  overboard 
at  once,  rather  than  allow  them  to  die  by  inches.  He  brought  his  meal 
sack  to  the  captain  and  asked  him  to  out  0  small  auantitv  in  it.  The 
captain  took  the  bag,  put  in  some  sand  end  stones  end  returned  it  to 
the  ian.  The  latter  shed  some  tears,  laid  do'  n  end  died,  together 
with  his  wife.” 

The  voyage  of  the  may flower  he?  boon  run.  or  the  acme  of  forti¬ 
tude  and  endurance  for  the  sake  of  liberty.  Hong  end  storv  have 
•lagniiieu  tiie  heroism  of  these  English  immigrants.  Jbuc  tne  trial 
ins.  not  ro  severe  by  far  ns  on  many  of  the  German  immigrant  rhios.  Wo 
one  died  on  board  the  Mayflower,  and  physical  sufferings  did  not  exceed, 
if  indeed  they  equalled,  the  fearful  experiences  which  German  immi¬ 
grants  und*  r.  ent.  If  ve  look  for  the  severest  test  of  human  character 
in  submission  to  hardships  for  liberty's  sake,  m  rill  find  it  in  the 
experiences  of  thousands  of  Palatinate  Germans  \  ho  braved  the  known 
terrors  oi  that  ocean  voyage « 
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(  BR;  TA  IMMIGRANTS  UHO  LANDED  AT  PHILADELPHIA  AND  TOOK  THE 

v  >  > .  OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE  BETWEEN  THE  \rs  1727  AND  1789 

,  /  ;  , 

From  Rupp's- "Thirty  Thousand  Names  ..." 

Pennsylvania  ivrchlves,  2d  Series,  Vol.  17 


bept.  25,  1732  Palatines  imported  in  the  ship  Loyal  Judith  of 

London,  Robert  Turpin  Master,  from  Rotterdau, 
last  from  Cowes, 

Jacob  Pretz 

114  men  named.  No  women  or  children  mentioned. 

* 

In  the  original  list  (Penn.  Archives)  the  name  is  spelled  Rats, 
and  nowhere  is  it  spelled  Bretz.  That  this  is  e  misspelling  is  possible 
for  the  name  of  Pretz  or  Rats  does  not  appear  else- here  in  Rupp's  book, 
nor  in  ell  tne  colonial  or  revolutionary  records  of  the  vicinity  of 
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PhiladelAiia .  Harold  W.  Pretz ,  of  Allentown,  Pc .  indicates  that  his 
family  is  descended  from  a  post -Revolutionary  immigrant. 

oept .  5,  1743.  Foreigners  imported  on  the  snow  Charlotte,  John 

Mason  Master,  from  Rotterdam,  Jest  from  Coves, 


Wilhelm  Bret 2 
Jacob  Bretz 

48  men  named,  no  mention  of  v/omen  or  children. 

Oct.  20,  1744.  Foreigners  imported  in  the  ship  Phoenix,'  W'ra.  Wilson 

Captain,  from  Rotterdam,  last  f ro  1  Covres. 

Philip  Bretz 

120  men  named,  no  women  or  children  mentioned. 

i 

Aug.  15,  1750.  Bhip  Royal  Union,  Clement  Nicholson  Captain,  from 

Rotterdam,  last  froa  Coves. 

Henry  Bretz  / 

Ludvig  Bretz  Jsicic  at  timo  of  landing 
Wendel  Bretz 

238  men  named,  no  mention  of  v/omen  or  children. 

Aug.  21,  1750o  ^hip  Anderson,  Hugh  Campbell  Captain,  from  Rotterdam, 

last  from  uov/es. 


Johannes  Bretz 
Johan  Cristobal  Bretz 

84  men  listed,  no  women  or  children  mentioned. 

Oct.  14,  1787.  Ship  Dorothea,  from  Rotterdam,  Serve rus  Dalsted 

Master. 

iienrich  Bretz 


lAvRLY  ENVIRONMENT  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 


The  Institution  of  Bond -Servitude . 

The  gloomy  picture  of  the  ocean  voyage  is  not  replaced  by  brighter 
lighting  after  the  landing  in  Philadelphia.  Mittelherger fs  message 
covered  two  grrat  evils,  the  second  of  which  he  referred  to  as  ’’man¬ 
handling".  It  vac  the  Institution  of  selling  oneself  into  tondance 
for  a  specified  time,  a  veil -known  feature  of  the  early  colonial  days 
of  Pennsylvania.  Many  0-eriuun  immigrants  ,  to  America  took  passage 
rithout  the  necessary  60  florins  (about  £50)  to  pay  for  the  trip, 
doing  so  in  response  to  the  Opportunity  offered  by  the  shipmasters  to 
pay  for  their  passage  by  becomin  bonded  or  indentured  servants  after 
arriving  in  America. 
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o.  us,r-'l  >  '  the.  cycle)  doe;?  not 
■  toyed  V  '  s  J.'ul/»vc  to  th-:  extent  of 
Hut  the  cot 0 o‘v  was  not  th 2 t 
rim.fLe,  Tii a  Ion.  delays  in  the  .-tourney  down  the  Kill,  nr  and  in  vn  land.. 


ana  those  caused  by  contrary  voirkls,  r.  ri  up  the  eye  ns  r  e  r  r-ct  ly 


•id 


rarely  cllovred  one  to  escape  for  loss  than  200  111  r»r  *  ns ♦  -Further ,  r  Idle¬ 
ness  weakened  -•mu;.'  of  the  isnil/rsnts  9  aril  they  cons '  'uontTy  y.*ide  oorer 
bar.  ins  on  land  .in*.  in  Fhilscle.l.phi.a ,  This  involved  '  i  n'v  ■  ■•*  contract  for 
a  longer  period  of  -cervioo  to  disebar;  0  the  dolt  to  the  chi oma  ter , 

HtUl  further ,  the*  rcev/landcrs  cannojjlj.  dec a ived  the  f  cr  ion  pscsontn  as 
to  the  tor  i  of  service  which  would  l*o  roouired  to  pc y  for  passage,  and 
aumy  in  i,  norvuea  also  sirned  for  service  often  c.>. rj.ee  the  erstomry 
period  o  Tot  further,  f  siilios  mere  broken  up  by  this  1'stitut  i  on ,  and 
many  children  -  ere  parted  from  their  pax*  uts  forever  !  *  t hr  re ^roteort 
v.Ji  1  ch  took  place  at  I’Vu  1  tidal  phi  a  «  If  .*«•  uhern  of  :  f  n‘  lv  r>  led  -n  7*  cute  , 
the  cost  of  punrs-  o  for  tlio  deceased,  if  not  aid  in  r.ov  nc-i  f  had  to 
be  paid  by  tti*  c  f*t  of  the  foully,,  Thus  mi^ht  douM  the  period  of 
service  of  the  bereaved* 


fMittc?lbera;er  irrit.ee  as  follows  ou  this  "traffic  ir  men’s  souls"-, 

Mii- relish  ion,  Dutch,  ion  and  Hiyh  '-'Orman  people  co  in  fr n  the  cif-*  of 
rhiledolph ia.  erxl  oUier  places  „  . . ,  {j.o  on  board  the  ne^-ly  arrived  r-h :1  0 . . 
and  select  a  non  the  healthy  persons  such  ns  V..iv  o'can  f-u'fc-.  hie  for 
their  businorses,  and  bexyair)  v'lth.  thora  ho*;.  .Lory  they  will  serve  for 


their  pa: 


e 


■■laray,  which  most  of  then  ar? 


at  ill  *  n  dov-r  for’*,. 


adult  perrons  bind  then  selves  In  ^;ri«ir.g  to  serve  Imicp,  fo  r  ,  five 
or  six  years  for  tJio  amount  duo  by  thoru  Very  voimy  people,  fro  1  ton  to 
fifteen  years  of  ry.e,  yiust  serve  till  tliov  are  tv 'on  tv  .  one .  ’’any 
parents  .auot  sell  and  trade  av/av  thoir  children  15.hr  so  -any  head  of 
cattle,  for  if  the  children  take  the  debt  on  thomsolve** ,  the  parents 
can  loave  the  ship  free  and  uri rostral  nod . . . M 

The  merchant*  sc  1 .!  iny.  those  unforturatrs  into  service  r  chived 
60  to  80  florins  0  person  from  the  purchasers „  Advert • seam to  In 
the  early  .uevspapora  of  i  hiT.adei  tua  thro*'  rc*if  1  i  lit-  ou  this  institu¬ 
tion.  From  the  /uici'ic.  n  weekly  Mercury,  flay  22,  1729?  "-Tu.st  arrived 
from  Scotland,  a  parcel  of  choice  Scotch  servants ;  Taylors,  cavers , 

3hoe  aakers  and  J'lowvii  acn ,  some  for  five  years,  so  no  for  seven  years; 
imported  by  James  u cults ,  they  are  ou  hoard  a  sloop  lyin'/  opposite  to 
the  market  street  'wharf,  where  there  Is  n  boat  constantly  sttcndinr  to 
carry  any  one  on  board  that  vents  to  roo  the  u” .  Fro"i  the  Pennsy  lvania 
Uazottc ,  0  unc ,  1742;  57To  be  cold.  A  likely  cctynnt  woman,  hnvin  ■  oh  roe 
years  and  a  half  to  solve,.  Hhe  is  a  rood  opocir^ji” 
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je  or  '  .sc*  f’-cr  i-n  mwl  ■  >  w  1  •  t a  :in  levies 
or  bo..*0  so7-vc.r>tr  » s  n  '.tv  'a  it;  vv  ~  sufj  ioiontl^r 

largo ,  Lowe v  r,  to  aavo  boor.  a  gr;  at  evi  l  of  the  t>  v>  • .  In  the  oorly 
tux  Hat:  ,  the  indentured  icn,  who  apparently  <».  V.  t  t,  consti¬ 

tute  t.orhcps  :•  fifth  of  the  total  taxed  male*  »  o.aj :.  it  '.on „  None  of  1  he 
torc.tz  men  in  these  cl r.  wore  -new  eat  0  as  1  pd . rtf’- re  •  p  .1  though  thin 
.is  no  a  1.1  ir  .tofion  that  they  nad  not.  I  eon  Indent  urn-l  nljoy. 

Physical  nv  iron  p.«t  nt  of  *fci: n  r'oy  a\n  Gctt  lwwe  0 

The  (rCT.n*m  t ype  of  settle.'-  v;ar  most  ik  •'••Jed  t1  •  vour.;:;  colony 
in  Po Tin's  V. ooda «  Laci  lly,  the  Opr-?. ns  hea-e  3. j  f ;  spaces  since 
the  daivn  of  h let  or  » .  f alius  Caosa v  raid,  re ;-c  rd  ’  »>■  the-  'PnutoHio 
borbor.it.nr-,  17  they  think  it  the  g’roatf  rt  h'ncu"  to  a  jr>.  i  j  n  to  hav?  c» lt 
v;ido  an  exteat  of  vacant  land  .•■round  their  dominions  *o  possible'  »  f£ho 
Servian  race  did  rat  early  dev  loa-oit'.eo ,  tut  lived  n  the  for  unfa  or 
till od  the  soil. 

Trie  Ger  ic.n  irw  iforunt.  Into  Prsnnr-yl 7ania  rar  :X',r  .1  ~  uv  *  red  r°ur  the 
coast*  The  fore  Trent  >f  the  human  rdvence  upo.  \.hr  lid  erne  ns  v;as 

the  Ccor  u.*n  stock  of  win;  colony*  Be.ncroft  soys  i-hot,  »*rc  use  of  the 


did,  ; •  xui  .  -nerous  dr  elin  s  of  th  Med**  is  *.  ith  the 


?tnn'.  0  drop 


of  Quaker  blood  v.-ns  ever  shod  by  an  Indian’7  c  D  3  f  fo  n.">  1 'or  re  torts 

that  the  cordon  of  ror.rn  ,.io.no ars  f  iuu.  out  h  tween  th e  Quakers  to 
the  Hast  and  the  Indians  to  the  l  est  is  the  better  v  ?.s  re  of  t-h*- 
lG-iu.rntv  of  tne  peaceable  Friend  *  ,  the  fccwiiJuv  k  o.nu  the 

scalping  knife  found  sheath  -in  the  bodies.  of  the  ctvrdy  'chi Idron  of  the 
ih-laticote  n  Let  the  sacrificed  lives  of  mor  than  300  men,  •  omen  end 
children  from  the  fth i ne  country,  who  fell  a 3. on  the  7  3. >r w  ’“•ount  ins 
betv.ccu  1754  and  1764  {jive  the  true  onsi  or  to  the  bunker  boast*’* 

Lancaster  County  van  the  most  coiuletOv  fermar. 7  rt  d  port  Jam  of 
PcnnsyJ.v:  ni;  by  the  P:  latino  to  and  oiv.isn  i  ••  »;V,  r'cait-.1 .  They  virtu.aDy 
possessed  the  jvLi-m  In  its  entirety  9  and  the  larru-. .  -e ,  customs. , 
religious  s  cts  and  npricii  itura.l  Methods  made  •  little  '^e^uuny  of  the 
counny.  This  vru s  the  loons  of  develop' '-lent  of  the  so-C'  llod  ’’onnsyl- 
vania^Dutch ,  a  people-  who  have  ro. mined  perhaps  :.iore  r-ermnn  thin  American 
for  six  or  seven  generations. 

Lancaster  County  is  as  tvpicelly  0  Gorman  agricultural  com  amity 
tocluy  as  it  *was  several  f'-.nw  ratio  ns  ago*  Linoal  descend  ants  of  original 
settlors,  arc  in  so  ie  places  still  til.lin  the  original  Three 

g- aerations  of  fichue!  Bretzos  held  the  farm  in  'hlnegrovs  Tisp „ ,  3ch\ilkill 
Co.,  following  the  d:-v  of  Captain  IHchnel  hr'tz  of  the  /uncrJcan  Kcvolu- 
t ionary  *‘«.r;iy.  The  spirit  of  these  dermon  iti rL  -ronto ;  love  of  ]ib?  rtv, 
of  hurb.-ndry ,  of  hone,  Made  them  c  donin’.nt  pert  of  Qir  rrr^cultur*  1 
development  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  This  spirit  v/cs  c.'-  rried 
westv srd  by  tf:e  dencendontr,  of  Pennsylvania  Germans  "nd  is  exemplified 
now  in  =:-any  co;i  .lunitice  throughout  the  mid- bio  ror thorn  states.  ’ITie 
i/]fluencc;  of  the  do-iinont  Gorman  element  in  thr  rg-rlcui turri  communities 
was  a  vital  clement  in  the  strew  th  of  lillibii  yenn,a  colony,  .and  Justi¬ 
fied  his  state  1  nt  to  Lord  Halifax:  "I  must  without  vanity  say  I  have 
led  the  greatest  colony  into  *iaieimco  that  ever  any  v  r  did  on  u  ,_jT\v  tc 
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cr^dit,  and  the  most  prosperous  beginnings  that  ever  vtre  in  one,  are 
to  be  found  among  usf’, 

Lancaster  County  lies  v.est  of  Philadelphia  and  east  of  the 
Blue  ivlountr  ins,  the  easternmost  ridge  of  the  Appalachian  fountains. 

Its  fertile  agricultural  land  is  a  pert  of  the  Piedmont  Plateau, 
a  country  of  moderate  relief  between  the  Appalachians  and  the  lov^ 
coastal  plain.  These  mountains  held  the  increasing  population  to  the 
eastern  side  for  a  century.  Their  importance  in  the  early  development 
of  the  nation  is  well  recognized.  By  the  time  the  population  had  grown 
so  dense  that  the  human  tide  began  to  break  over  the  physical  barrier, 
the  overv/he.lniing  German  immigration  had  ceased,  end  it  v/as  the  first 
and  second  generations  of  American-born  Germans  who  shared  in  the 
subduing  or  tr.o  ns -Allegheny  country. 
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PEMNSYLVAWIA.  DOCUMENT /iKY  DATA 
Tax  List}  from  Penn.  Archives 

Berks  County 

Pine  Grove  Twp. 

1779  Michael  Bretz,  ^rlst  mill,  saw  mill,  2  horsrs,  2  cettle, 

married,  300  acres. 

1780  Michael  brez  Same  property 

1781  Michael  hrezius  ”  n 

1784  Michael  ^rstzius  "  "  ,  except  400  instead  of  300  acres, 

1785  ”  "  ”  t?  ,  as  1784 

* 

Tulpchoccon  Tvvp. 

1779  Jacob  Bretz  70  acres,  2  horses,  3  cattle,  married 

1780  M  "  As  above 

1781,  1784,  Jacob  Bretz,  As  above.  Not  listed  after  1784. 

Lancaster  County 

Rapho  Tv/p, 

1772  John  bretz  150  acres,  3  horses,  3  cattle,  married 

1773  "  "  As  above,  except  4  cattle 

1779  "  "  226  acres 

1782  "  "  150  acres,  4  horses,  4  cattle, 

1779  Nicholas  Bretz  100  acres,  2  horses,  3  cattle, 

wianheim  Town,  included  in  Rapho  Two. 

1773  Philip  bretz,  a  joiner.  No  property  taxed. 


warranties  of  Land,  from  Penn.  Archives 

Dauphin  County 

1815  Anthony  Bretz  Jr.  48  acre  s.  May  30 


1816  Jacob  Bretz 
1830  John  Bretz 

1802  Philip  Bretz 

1798  Michael  Bretz 


50  acres  Feb.  26 
15  acres  May  4 

Northampton  County 

39.22  acres  Feb.  25 

Berks  County 

50  acres  Sept. 


26 
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BKBTZ  NAitf'S  IN  THi-.  RMCORDS  OF  THF  AMERICAN  liT'VOLUTIONART  ARMY 

Anthony  Bretz.  Private  in  Ca^t.  Thos.  Robison’s  company,  7th 
battalion,  Lancaster  Co.  militia.  1782 

Ludwig  Bretz.  Sergeant  In  Copt.  Martin  Weaver’s  company,  4th 
battalion,  Lancaster  Co.  militia.  1778  and  1781 

Lodv.iclc  Bretz.  Private  in  Capt.  Albright  Deiblor’s  company,  4th 
battalion.  1776.  Also  listed  froo  Capt.  Murray’s  company, 
as  one  of  a  group  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  puns ,  etc • 
Pr-sumably  the  Ludvig  listed  above. 

Jacob  Bret2.  Private  in  a  drafted  co.Tiye.ny  from  Forks  Twp.,  5th 
battalion,  Northampton  County  militia.  1778. 

Philip  Bretz.  Sergeant  in  Capt.  Noah  Coasey’s  company,  7th 
battalion,  Lancaster  Co.  militia.  1731,  1782,  1783. 

Michael  Bretz.  Capt.  of  5th  Company,  6th  battalion,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  Under  Lieut.  Col.  Geo.  Miller  in  1777  and 
later  under  Col.  Henry  Spicker ,  then  Perks  Co.  militia. 

The  5th  battalion  joined  the  army  after  the  battle  of 
’  -Brandywine ,  serving  to  Jan  5,  1778. 

(Penn.  German  Society,  Vol.  3,  p.  167) 


Correlation  of  the  preceding  lists 

Sergeant  Ludwig  bretz  vras  one  of  the  three  brothers  who  landed 
in  1750,  according  to  Parthemore ,  in  "The  Genealogy  of  Ludvig  Pretz". 

Private  Jacob  Bretz  from  Northampton  Co.,  1773,  probably  was 
not  one  of  the  Immigrant  Jacobs.  If  the  immigrants  of  1732  and 
1743  were  25  years  old  at  tiae  of  landing,  they  would  have  been 
60  and  71  respectively  in  1778,  too  old  to  have  boon  in  the  nrmy.  The 
Jacob  who  appears  in  the  Berks  Co.  tax  lists  in  1779  Tiny  have  been 
Private  Jacob.  Possible  relations  of  this  Jacob  to  Jecob,  son  of 
John,  are  discussed  later. 

Captain  Michael  Bretz  was  probably  the  Michael  Pretz  found  in 
the  tax  lists  of  Berks  Co.  1779-85  because  the  enlisted  Michael 
disappeared  from  the  or:ay  in  1778  end  the  farmer  Michael  appeared 
In  the  tax  lists  in  1779*  he  Is  said  to  bo  the  ‘  ichcel  whose 
descendants  (named  Michael)  held  the  some  place  for  three  generations. 
Informat i >n  from  Geo.  Z.  Bretz,  Brooklyn. 

Among  John's  sons  was  a  Philip,  v  John,  Jr.,  a  Jacob  and  an 
^nthony,  all  name;;  appearing  in  the  Pennsylvania  records.  Uf  those 
four,  a  birth  date  is  known  only  for  Philip;  1765  and  ^ohn,  1768. 
Philip  was  therefore  eight  years  old  ’hen  Philip,  the  joiner,  appeared 
in  the  record  end  only  16  when  Gergeant  Philip  was  first  recorded 
in  the  Continental  Army.  He  was  not  tno  joiner  end  very  probably 
he  was  not  the  sergeant.  John  Jr.’s  oldest  child  v;n3  born  in 
1803  and  the  John  of  tcapho  Twp.,  married  hy  1772,  cannot  have  been 
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John  Jr.  The  birth  date  of  only  ono  of  Jacob’s  four  children  is 
known;  1802,  24  years  after  Jacob,  the  private  in  the  Northampton 
co.  militia,  was  listed,  it  is  therefore  unlikely  that  ‘’rivate 
Jacob  was  John’s  son. 

If  Anthony,  con  of  our  John,  was  an  early  child  in  John’s  family 
of  16.  iio  was  old  enough  to  hove  been  rrivatc  Anthony.  Anthony,  Jr. 
paid  taxes  in  Dauphin  Co.  (1815J,  the  county  where  ^nthony,  son  of 
JohnjWac  liv-;nw  "hen  John’s  estate  war.  settled  (1820).  He  could  have 
been  a  Grandson  of  John. 

Sergeant  hilip  Bretz  may  have  been  the  Philip  found  in  the 
Doncaster  Go.  tax  lists.  The  tioinor  in  i"onliei;;i  town  paid  taxes  in 
1773  and  the  corgoent’s  record  begins  in  1781.  But  the  immigrant 
Philip  of  1744,  if  25  at  the  time,  was  62  when  the  sergeant  was  first 
reported.  Possible  relations  of  these  Philips  to  the  family  of  our 
John  arc  discussed  lator. 


JOHN  BRKTZ 

The  curliest  record  of  the  John  Bretz  with  vhoiti  this  account 
is  concerned  seams  to  be  in  tax  lists  for  Rapho  Twpe,  Lancaster  Co., 

Pa.  for  1772.  After  ra,ying  taxor  on  a  farm  >'or  ten  years,  the  record 
comes  to  an  end  and  onl*r  family  narratives  carry  across  an  intervening 
30  years  to  tne  next  record ,• John’s  gravestone  in  Berne  Twp., 
iairfield  Co.,  Ohio.  He  died  in  1812  and,  figuring  from  his  age,  74 
years  and  9  months,  he  was  born  in  1737.  The  narratives,  reported  as 
coming  fr^i  Joan’s  sons,  agree  that  almost  the  entire  fanil,r  left 
Lancaster  Co.  lu  early  in  tne  1800’s  and  settled  in  Veirfield  Co., 

Ohio.  The  fcrailv  mav  not  hove  moved  as  ;•  bod'1’-.  The  reported  dates 
range  from  1800  to  1809. 

Identification  of  the  Rapho  Twp.  John  a3  the  John  buried  in 
Berne  Twp.  is  based  on  the  two  following  facts.  1)  Immigration 
records  show  no  John  Bretz  entering  nh:iladel ohia  after  1750.  2)  No 

other  John  Bretz  Is  listed  in  the  ^ennsvlvania  tax  records  during 
the  Revolutionary  period. 

Allen  E.  Bretz  published  a  pa aphlet  in  1894  entitled  "Genealogy 
of  Jacob  Pretz  who  was  born  in  Germany  A.D.  1702".  It  contains  lists 
of  families  of  female  descendants  as  well  as  those  of  the  males  end 
the  warden  names  of  the  \  ives  of  tiie  Pretz  men,  ar.  far  an  the  fact0 
could  then  be  collected,  but  has  no  birth  or  death  dates.  The  oniv 
history  it  contains  is  os  follows: 

Jacob  Bretz,  uio  vife  and  tv/o  sons,  (Jacob  and  John),  'with  one 
hundred  arid  thirteen  other  families  embarked  in  the  ship  ’Loyal 
Judith’  of  London,  ship  master  Robert  Turpin,  from  Rotterdam,  set 
sail  for  America,  landed  at  -hi la del phi a  September  25th,  4.D.,  1732. 
They  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania.  About  A.D, 1800, 
the  younger  son  John,  1  ith  his  family,  removed  to  ^airfield 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  became  tillers  of  the  r>oH  ,  curving,  as 
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it  were,  homes  from  the  wooded  wilderness,  Four  of  thi3  family 
died  in  infancy.  Those  growing  to  maturity  were  Jacob,  Conrad, 
John,  Martin,  Philip,  Anthony,  Valentine,  Henry,  Christena, 
Catherine,  Margaret  and  Barbara.  In  1822,  Philip  removed  to 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  we  ore  assem¬ 
bled  in  Re -union  today,  Aug.  30,  1894.  In  1825  Martin  removed  to 
Richland  County,  Ohio.  Conrad  removed  to  Wyandot  County,  Ohio, 

A. Do  I834.  The  remainder  died  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  except 
Anthony  and  Barbara,  who  remained  in  LJennsvl  vania. 

There  is  no  documentary  evidence  for  the  statement  that  John 
was  a  con  of  the  Jacob  Bretz,  Pretz  or  Rats  who  come  to  America  in 
1732.  There  is  arithmetical  evidence  that  Allen’s  statement  is 
incorrect  because  information  on  John*3  gravestone,  in  Berne  Twp., 
Fairfield  Co.  shows  that  he  was  born  in  October,  1737.  In  correspon¬ 
dence  with  the  writer  of  this  present  account,  Allen  wrote ,  in  3913, 
that  his  source  was  Rupp’s  ’'Thirty  Thousand  Names..." 

1  No  connection  can  bo  established  between  anv  of  the  Bretz 
immigrants  there  listed  and  our  progenitor  John.  Since  names  of 
only  males  more  than  16  years  old  appear  on  the  pass  nger  lists  of  the 
immigrant  ships,  John  v;an  not  the  Johannes  or  the  Joh  ;n  Crir  tobal 
Bretz  landin,  in  Philadelphia  August  21,  1750.  If  our  John  was  Gerraan- 
born,  he  etered  before  he  was  16.  Assuming  that,  if  this  were  the 
case,  he  accompanied  Jiio  parmtr,  our  John  co’*ld  have  entered  in  1743, 
aged  6;  in  1744,  aged  7  or  in  1750,  aged  13. 

John  may  have  been  American-born.  If  so,  the  immigrant  Jacob 
Pretz,  ent<  ing  five  yours  before  John’s  birth,  ii,ht  be  thou:  lit  of 
as  his  father  except  for  the  fact  that  Jacob  brought  a  son  John  vrith 
him,  past  16  years  old.  It  seems  more  probable  that,  if  American- 
born,  John  came  from  parents  who  entered  before  1727,  the  "ear  the 
records  vero  be.. un . 

Although  there  Is  no  record  of  John  during  the  18  to  27  years 
preceding  the  migration  Into  Ohio,  that  patriarchal  shift  with  seven 
sons,  three  daughters  and  some  grandchildren  indicates  that  the 
group  must  have  retained  close  connections  in  pennsvlvania  durit\g 
this  interval.  John  and  his  wife  were  aged  63  and  5 S  respectively 
in  1800.  One  readily  conceives  that  the  move  war  initiated  by  the 
older  ron3  and  that  the  father  and  mother  were  taken  along,  instead 
of  being  left  behind  in  Pennsylvania .  But  why  all,  except  one  son 
and  one  daughter,  left  Penns ylvonia  i3  unctat  d  in  an"  of  the  oral 
narratives. 


EARLY  DAYS  IN  FAH 'FIELD  COUNTY 

In  1797,  Col.  Kbenczer  Zano  completed  a  new  road,  Zane’s  Trace, 
from  V.heeling,  V;.  Va.  to  Maysville,  TCy.  A  large  number  of  German 
settlers  are  reported  to  hove  traversed  it  in  1800  and  closelv  follow¬ 
ing  yburs.  Zane  laid  out  a  section  of  land  for  a  torn  in  Fairfield 
Co.  Ohio,  and  in  honor  of  Lancaster,  Penney] vonio, arrivals ,  he  named 
it  New  L uncos ter •  It  bccrjue  the  county  seat.  Some  time  botween  1800 
and  1809^  Joan  and  his  family  joined  this  exodus  to  a  now  forefront 
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of  settlement,  close  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  Indian  Inhabitants. 

There  were  two  wagon  roads  leading  westward  from  Philadelphia 
across  Pennsylvania  In  1800,  one  to  Pittsburgh  by  way  of  Bedford  and 
Jfort  Legonior,  the  other  branching  off  at  Bedford  and  reaching  Wheeling 
on  the  Ohio  by  way  of  Tort  Cumberland  on  tho  Potomac  and  Brownstone 
(Redstone  Old  lort).  The  route  to  Bedford  on  the-  headwaters  of  the 
Juniata  River  was  through  Bhippensburg  and  Strassburg.  freight  and 
passenger  traffic  moved  in  the  canoe-shaped  and  canvas-covered 
Conestoga  wagons  which,  loaded,  grossed  'seven  tons.  The  journey  from 
.Lancaster,  Pennsylvania  to  New  Lancaster,  Ohio  was  400  to  450  miles  long. 

Life  in  Fairfield  County  in  the  early  1800’s  was  primitive. 

Houses  were  cabins,  made  of  logo  of  course,  roofed  with  split  sticks 
(shakes).  Fireplaces  were  built  of  mud  and  sticks,  houses  often  had 
no  floors  except  hard-packed  earth.  Jfcny  v/er^  built  without  an  ounce 
of  iron  in  the  construction.  Windows  v/ere  made  of  oiled  paper, 
doors  were  fastened  with  wooden  latches,  the  string  Gl\f.vs  hanging 
outside.  Cooking  was  done  in  pots  hung  in  the  fireplaces,  suspended 
from  an  iron  or  wooden  hook.  Bedsteads  v/ore  built  by  boring  two- 
inch  holes  in  a  log  in  the  wall  for  insertion  of  the  two  end  uieces 
of  the  bed.  These  were  supported  bv  legs  out  In  the  room,  and 
connected  by  the  3ide  rail.  Cooking  utensils  consisted  of  a  round 
pot*  one  or  two  frypans  and  a  10  to  12  gallon  kettle.  />  wooden  bucket, 
a  few  pieces  of  tinware,  bone-handled  steel  knives  and  forks,  pewter 
spoons,  gourds  for  drinking  cups;  these  constituted  the  kitchen  and 
table  utensils  of  tho  average  family. 

The  menu  consisted  of- corn  pone,  dodger,  ash  cake,  johnny 
cake  and  meat.  Corn  was  prepared  by  being  pounded  in  a  hole  burned 
in  the  end  of  a  hard’,  ood  log;  finer  for  flour,  coarser  for  hominy. 

Balt  sold  for  five  dollars  a  bushel. 

Clothing  consisted  of  homespun,  dyed  bleck,  brown  or  drab. 

Every  home  had  its  loom  and  qp  inning  wheel.  Buckskin  figured  in 
tho  men's  garb. 

‘  r anthers  killed  some  people  around  Lancaster  in  those  days. 

There  were  many  wolves.  Squirrels  v/ere  a  groat  pest  of  the  corn  crop. 
There  v/ere  wild  hogs  on  the  hills  south  of  Lancaster  for  years. 

There  were  dozens  of  stills  in  Fairfield  Co.  before  it  was 
five  years  old.  Everybody  drank;  it  was  res  .ectablo .  even  fashionable, 
Excess  In  liquor  in  Lancaster,  however,  had  its  penalty.  A  public 
whipping  or  n  sentence  to  dig  out  one  stump  from  the  streets  of  tho 
town  followed  every  public  drunk. 

The  population  of  Fairfield  Co.,  by  1820,  was  1358.  There 
appears  to  be  no  record  of  the  sale  of  an-'  of  New  Lancaeter'3  town 
lots  to  any  Brctz  during  the  opening  of  tho  towns! te  in  1800,  1801 
and  1802.  John's  farm  lay  approximately  in  the  southeast  Quarter  of 
section  11  of  Berne  Twp.,  about  8  miles  southeost  of  town.  This  is 
according  to  C.  D.  Hoffman,  grandson  of  Catherine  Stoneburnor,  whose 
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fc.tlier  was  Valentine,  one  of  the  sons  of  John.  The  Lancaster  topo¬ 
graphic  map,  however,  shows  the  cemetery,  which  John  donated  from 
his  farm,  as  Ivin  in  the  north  central  part  of  secti  on  14,  just 
across  the  line  from  section  11. 


C.  D.  Hoffman  of  Fairfield  Co.  Board  of  Education  vrrote 
(;:r  if  H,  B.)  in  1913  as  follows: 

I  am  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  location  of  the  John 
Bretz  settlement.  Ho,  John,  lic3  buried  in  the.  old  Lutheran 
Reformed  cemetery  over  in  borne  Twp.,  which  was  taken  out 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
11.  The  old  church,  which  was  of  logs  end  was  built  jointly  by 
the  Lutherans  and  the  Reformed  people,  stool:  in  a  corner  of 
the  cemetery  and  was  torn  down  in  1877  and  a  now  structure  built 
near,  pro hubly  about  3C0  feat  west  of  the  old  church  and  outside 
the  cemetery.  The  logs  of  the  old  church  were  sold  and  moved 
to  Colfax,  about  seven  miles  north,  and  orect  d  into  a  dwelling 
which  is  still  standing.  I  have  in  :ny  possession  a  pevrter 
baptismal  cup  which  John  Bretz  presented  to  tie  church  when 
it  was  built  and  which  was  given  back  to  gu'on&nother  (Catherine) 
when  the  new  church  was  built.  I  also  possess  so  no  ch.i.nav/are 
which  grandmother  said  her  mother  had  brought  writh  her  from 
Pennsylvania  and  had  ot  when  she  and  great-grandfather  (Valentine) 
Bretz  were  married,  i  often  heard  my  grandmother  Catherine  Stone- 
burner  (daughter  of  Valentine,  son  of  John)  relate  hoi  the  Indians 
came  each  sprin,  to  tieir  faru  when  she  was  ouite  small  and 
camped  for  weeks  on  the  creek  which  flows  through  the  farm  end 
made  maple  sui;ar,  and  hov:  they  helped  "raise”  a  log  born  which  I 
believe  Is  still  standing.  I  am  not  quite  certain  of  the  date 
of  John  Bretz* s  coming  to  Ohio  though  i  have  often  hoard  grand¬ 
mother  say  when  Iwas  a  boy.  I  think  it  was  in  1808  or  1809. 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Robinson.  Morral,  Marion  Co.  Ohio  (a  grand -dnu  hter 
of  ^undrew  D.,  son  of  Samuel,  son  of  Valentine,  son  of  John)  wrote  (to 
j  H.  B . )  in  1913  as  follows: 

My  grandfather,  xindrev;  Bretz,  told  me  that  tne  Br  tzos  came  to 
Fairfield  Co.  in  1806  when  his  father,  Samuel,  was  six  ■'/ears 
old.  His  grandpar  nts  (Valentine  and  Elizabeth)  were  very 
strict  Lutherans  and  vhen  some  of  the  children  in  their  adult 
years  left  tne  church  in  which  they  had  been  confirmed, 
grandmother  Elizabeth  walked  the  floor  and  wrun.  her  hands. 

Stye  was  of  French  descent,  beiry  Elizabeth  DeFa"  or  DeFauw. 

(Great  great)  grandfather  Valentine  owned  a  form  of  160  acr^s 
in  Foirfiold  County  which  sold  after  (great  groat)  grandmother’s 
death  in  1348  for  v*2200  gold,  and  (c,reat)  grandfather  Samuel 
and  two  of  his  brothers  from  Seneca  County  brought  their  share 
of  the  t.old  home  (to  northern  Ohio)  in  their  saddle  bags. 

(Co  *par<  this  narruti*  e  of  --oney  in  saddle  bays  with  that  of  "hilip, 
con  of  John,  with  2000  silver  dollars  in  saddle  bags  in  1821.) 


My  gr^ot  uncle  David,  son  of  Samuel,  son  of  V-lentine,  t^lls  me 
his  grandfc.tner  Valentine  was  draft-.d  in  the  war  of  1812  and  t  -at, 
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not  h  ln_  very  veil,  his  son  John,  a  bov  of  18,  went  in  his 
place.  I  have  olso  heard  my  grandfather,  Andrew  D.,  3cy 
that  Christian  Bretz,  son  of  John,  son  of  Valentine,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Mexican  War. 


The  Berne  Township  Cemetery 

This  cemetery,  donated  by  John  Bretz  and  taken  out  of  his 
Tar  i,  war  visited  in  1923  by  J  H.  I>0  It  was  fairly  veil  kept 
and  there  ver<=  but  few  fallen  stones#  Several  craves  h:  d  only 
rough  slabs  which  apparently  never  hud  had  Inscriptions  on  them. 

The  comet cry  is  located  on  a  southern  slope,  well  above  the  v- lley 
bottom.  The  landscape  is  o  pie  a.  sing  mature  topography,  pro-Illinoian 
in  age,  only  10  to  20  miles  south  of  the  margin  of  laciatod  southern 
Ohio.  Velley  trains  fill  the  major  volleys  but  there  is  no  outvrash 
in  tho  valley  near  the  cemetery. 

The  church,  across  the  road  from  the  cemetery,  bears  the 
inscription  "St.  Pauls  Kv.  Lutheran.  Organized  1320,  built  1874* " 
John  Bretz  gave  a  baptismal  cup  to  the  original  Lutheran  society 
but,  if  he  died  in  1812,  this  present  society  cannot  be  that 
original  Lutheran  Reformed  to  which  ho  made  the  ■  ift0 

The  John  Bretz  headstone  is  of  dense  sandstone.  nart  of  the 
inscription  was  almost  undecipherable •  The  year  of  death  was 
appar  ntly  1812.  18  was  clear  enough  and  2  woo  fairly  clear.  The 

spacing  and  the  absence  of  any  cross  groov  r-  r  eem  to  indicate  that 
the  third  figure  was  1,  It  can  hardly  bo  0  or  2.  if  other  history 
is  to  be  relied  on.  The  stone  had  a  painted  design  on  the  head,  a 
or*  scent  moon  and  several  strn,  and  the  incised  lette  rs  and  fi  mirr's 
were  also  painted,  i/iuch  of  this  paint  still  clun  to  tho  stone. 


Cravestono  insert  .tions 


John  Bretz 

departed  this  life 

June  5,  1812 

aged  74  years,  9  months. 

(This  is  the  grave  of  1-John.  Ilis  birth  data  would  be  Oct.  1737) 
Chrigtena 

wife  of  John  Bretz 

departed  this  life  April  5,  1818 

a,  ed  76  years  end  7 

In  memory  of  John  Bretze 

who  departed  this  life  Nov.  4,  1836 

aged  68  years,  7  months  end  3  da^s 
(His  birth  date  would  be  1768.  Ho  probably  was  John  Jr.) 
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Alary 

wife  of  Jonn  Bretz 

died  Aug.  12,  1850 

aged  75  yoars ,  5  raontho ,  6  days 


John  Bretz 

died  July  9,  1874- 

aged  65  yrs.,  11  days 

(He  v/as  born,  therefore? ,  in  1809.  Accordin  to  the  Bretz 
Register,  John  III  v:as  born  in  1809  and  died  in  1871.  He 
was  a  farmer  in  Bremen,  close  to  Lancaster.  This  is  very 
pro  be*  b  1  y  his  grave . ) 

In  memory  of 

Valentine  Bretz 

who  departed  this  life  April  28,  1845 

aged  75  years,  i  month  ond  1  day 

(Tills  is  the  grave  of  Valentine,  son  of  John.) 

In  memory  of  Elizabeth  Bretz 

wife  of  Valentine  Bretz 

died  January  24,  1848 

»  a.  ed  72  ?rrs.,  8  vng,  and  24  dnvs 

John  Stone burner 

died  April  27,  1860 

aged  60  yrs.,  4  mos.,  3  days 

Catherine 

wife  of  Jonn  Stone  burner 

B.  May  28,  1803  d.  Feb.  10,  18-89 

(A  dauijiter  of  valentine,  son  of  John) 
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2 -Barbara  or  Elizabeth . (m„  John  Painter 


2 -Margaret  .  (ru  Miller) 


2 -Magda 1 e na  or  Mo 1 ly 


(n:.  Isaac  Hite) 


(ra.  >tp cob  Fore-can) 


2 -Gather! no 


L •  :J- .  T)— S 


15 


-  John,  J*\ 

1 Y  66 

— 

1836 

«-> 

»Ja*  y 

3- John  I 11 

Ido? 

-- 

18  i  1 

Farnoc,  Bremen,  0o 

» 

Rebecca 

3-&rnanuel 

1803 

— 

186.3 

Galina,  Ohio 

Martha. 

ii=Ncyh 

3  83  h 

*•=-- 

1872 

Merchant,  Celine,  0» 

Ellen 

1839  — 

^-William  H< 

i36i 

-=■ 

Clothier,  Celina,  0, 

-i 

Catherine  m, 

1861  — 

6-iiubert  h0 

1887 

— — 

6-Harriette 

1C  9  2 

— 

5-Gleni  Vo 

1663 

— - 

Blacksmith,  Ct.  16  rye 

;  +■ 

Rachel 

1361  — 

Or  Lo 

6**Uarol'l 

1888 

- — 

1902 

5- John  Ji. 

1561* 

— - 

Merchant,  CelAaa.  0, 

*V 

Minnie 

1871  ~ 

5-Gllie 

166? 

•— 

1090 

oe*«««»o 

n.  Eire  nil) 

U-liaria 

1836 

* - 

•  »  «  0  •  •  a  0 

Nickel,) 

3-Philip 

1012 

— . 

1393 

Ls ncasisr,  Ohio 

**r- 

Anna 

ll~Adolphus 


-Mary 

h-Lsura 

rank 


3- j  03.1  r.li 
h-'fohn 

1805  —  18J*3 
—  1061 

Farmer,  Ere ran,  0„ 

a  Mary  Ilillir 

1861 

li-Margaret 

0 -Washington 
5-5e  rt " 

lfiii8  — 

1379  — 

•  0  0  0  0  e  0 

Cr rpenter ,  C  clarion  3 

(r>.  '  ytle,  Sharj 
i-  Carrie 

-eye,  0o ) 

ii-Josi&h,  Jr  0 
9-Ghar3.es 

131,9  — 

1871  — 

Fa rmsr ,  Harrisrillc , 

Indo 

r  Mary  A. 

1552  — 

5-Will jam 

6- Mary  Lc 

1073  — 

1896  — 

•t  Eva  M. 

1875  — 

5~arLie 

5-Etta 

1875  — 

1877  — 

e  #  *  »  *  9  0 

Harrisville,  Ind0 

(rru  Gray.-  Onion 

City,  Indo ) 

oU-c 

i 


VaJ  UJ 


C  w.rod 

1  7  *)n  1  0  : 

JL-f  3V.‘r  .  J.A 

>1  ranr-er. 

5  YT/C  '  '  n 

ire ,  f  0 

»  r« 

•;  •  ib 

I  or 

nr  n  1786— 

-.  35? 

1  £0? _ ■)  O' 

0  Fanarr, 

1 1 

r’/L:'.2 

?1 

1  ^  r»  ■ 

» 

Ltz  132?— 

0913 

die!  .in; 

f  infancy 

Mfogh 

11  !? 

n 

ii~Maiy  Bo 

1850— 

{ r.«  I  -av. 

•  0  •  j.  '»  ^ 

llg  vjr  i.t.j.er/ 

5*-lnZ 

ee  sons,  .for 

;r  dan;  I 

j  tars 

b-L'i  Ilian  A„ 

185b— 

Fanrer, 

,  Sycar.v 

>re,  Oo 

Sir.gJ 

[;.-LowisC5 

3  856— 

I  'innear 

nils.  ? 

d.nn  0 

•*•  Ida 

John! 

on 

^-*i6ddi£on_  ?  > 

Pnibar , 

BelEav? 

'.re,  0, 

*:•  La1  .re.  Mil 

rile.' 

a  Rear 

li-^iora  T, 

1861— 

(r.0  Her 

i  Given,  Fa::: 

''07  -  i  n7* 

.<  •8  A  j*  V  'JLw 

r’cr. 

Vernon.  0n 

) 

5-Fov 

i.v  soar 

1-Ilattie 

1863  — 

(n-  G o  Ac  Bartholor: 

evr) 

5— 1 Hires  sens.  Pen 

x-  daughters 

b~George  vra 

i860—- 

Barber,  Carthage,  0. 

J-  .'Ilia  GlnvV 

£C«a  " 

1?  07— 

5-Harry  8., 

1396— 

Frigidaire  Co „  Dayton,  Cu 

Grace  Bariholoi^cw 

(Grace  ®  niece  of 

Co  A,,  I3artl  olorccr;) 

6-Dona Id 

1  cjpo — 

*•  V 

3- And raw  Jo 

18*75—1902 

Sycamore,  Ohio 

v  Miry  I- arm 

b-J*  Alexander 

1853— 1902 

■f  Lucy  I-cuj.’n 

5-I.Iary 

a  9  »  0 

»  9  (i')»  o!7o  J «  Laugher) 

6-I‘a.bel  o 

«  .  (aio  Mart-in) 

6 -Ethel 

.  0  (m«  King) 

6-daoial  1906— 

1920 

6-Sverett  - 

<,  .  4  Il  ia  Glabsugh 

ft  «l 

,  ,  (r.*  Shafer) 

5~Ada  Mo  (ff,  F,  Schwartz,  then  D,  Y/hia  tier) 

5— Winnie  -  Minnie,  twins  died  in  infancy 

-  .  o  .  (second  marriage)  .  .  .  •  .  «  f  Eliza  Laura  (Mary’s 


1826— 18?2 


sister) 


-Peter  1812—1350 

3~Uoah  1017— 


3-Barb  ara  181?— 

3-Anna  1015 — 1808  (r:u  Sarnuel  S  pi  tier 


1513—1606 


b-Israel 

l83b—~ 

4 

Martha  Bur.hon; 

b-IJoa.h 

1835— 

« 

Susanna  Loehr 

h- Lucinda 

18b2 — 

c 

r 

Paul  Bryan 

b -Conrad 

133  3-— 

single 

b-Eli 

1839— 

%> 

Martha  Ensmin, 

b -Cassius 

I0)i.8- 

4* 

Dina  Pingle 

b-Sam*el 

1851— 

t 

-•» 

Arnctta  Pee 

b-John  Ho 

1853  — 

Irene  Taylor 

b-Douglas 

3.858— 

V 

.Lucy  Fader 

b-Susanna 

I8b5— I8b0 

1 


7  XTQ 


-  :ni.  * 


*'  1  ogrtoc  > 

••  •  —  '  II  W  —  H 

LXilLiil" 


f  loff 


•15  <vf>A- 


-«A'  ‘  ~tLL(>.L 


irrscFnv 

stm 


r.r.  f  .O-ti 

:i'  ■  ■>' 


-?7- 


2 -Conrad  ,  coat  nued 
3 -Lucinda  1320 — 1907' 


3-I.ydia  183.2—1399 


3'6-hristona  1808—1875 


l»i.  APdrov  ontius  1819-1902  Sycamore ,  0.) 


4 -Bruce 

4 -Sylvester 

IS,  1  — 

4-siana 

1842  — 

4 -Marietta 

1849  — 

4-Rochcl 

1846— 

4-Simon 

1848— 

4 -Rufus 

1850— 

4-Oinderella 

1352— 

4=David  R  o 

1855  — 

4~oynthia 

1056—1; 

4-^ddison  M. 

1867— 

4-0 liver  H. 

1866  — 

in.  John  Bope 

1301— 18£ 

4 -a  tarn ham 

1831— 

4-Benicl 

1833— 

4-Susonnah 

1834— 

4 -Mary  3. 

1835  — 

4-«Tohn 

1837— 

4-oonrad 

1839— 

4-Jereinlah 

4 -Lydia 

4 -Elizabeth 

4-Lliza  J. 

1345  — 

4 -Andrew 

1848— 

4-AR's.nda 

isp:— 

4*<leor{:e 

1864  — 

(m.  Jesse  Horgan) 
4~Noah 
4 -Susan  . 

4- Hary.  „  „  .  . 

4'=Conrad 


■('  ••ary  ^aulin 
(m.  Amos  Kurtz) 
single 

(m.  Robt.  nudson) 

single 

fAnn  Knapp 

(m.  Chas.  Ingerson) 

j*T  rama  Shafer 

’64 

fEllen  TTeavner 
single 

Vr!  sycamore  0.) 

f  Belinda  Sta Iters 
Barbara  baum 
( m .  Isaac  Corfraan) 
(m.  Petor  Baum) 

iDorothy  Coon 


(m.  \K .  Cross) 
fRoxanna  Finney 
(m.  Jacob  Shafer) 
fMary  Freece 


.  (m.  l.d .  Reynolds) 

.  (m.  11.  V.ayters) 


The  three  Baums  who  married  into  the  Andrew  J.  Bretz  and 
John  Bope  families  were  siblings. 


b  >*ii  Jtico  .  he  tnoO-S 


' 

(uoj-rioi  o'?a*?Ti  «m)  . 

. n6n  \ 

.  iVBx—  uo&i 

re  sJ9T I  .  lj 

•/nferrA  Biic 

EJCJUiJ  I  9  >irii 

•  e:,  tJ  ''f it  •'>a  r  'is»ii.irat  '  ipH  nn  L 


2-Valcntlne 
3~John 
4 -Christ lan 
5  ~  John  0/ 

5 -Mary 
4 -Isaac 
5-Uosia 
5 -Jay  W  * 

4 -simian  Peter 
4 -John- 
4 -Mary 
4-Lavina 
4-Elizabeth 
4-Fannie 
4-hebecca 
4-Hachel 
3-Gather ine 


3 -Christo na 


3-Helcn 
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1770—1345 

1796—1873 

1321—1867 

1855— 

1856  — 

1826  — 
1868— 
1870— 
1837—1863 
1840— 1.;  62 
1323—1890 
1828—1872 
1329—186  3 
1831—1866 
1833— 1860 
1835— 
1803— 1889 


1818— 1898 


f  Eliza  Woth  Do  Fay  or  Defauvv  1775—1348 
Tanner,  Uoimore .  0.  &  Harry  Co.  Mich .  -fBarbara 
Columbus,  Ohio  4  Anna  Jenks 
Sailor 


(m.  Logman) 

Merchant,  Groton,  3.  D.  4  Miza  Baer 
Music  teacher,  Groton,  S.  D. 

Farmer,  Groton,  S.  D. 

Melmore,  Ohio  +*  Cordelia  Conors 
Killed  in  battle  during  Civil  Far 
.  ,(m.  Myers,  Charlotte,  Mich.) 

.  . (ui.  Noah  Huddle,  i-.'eliQore,  Ohio) 

,  .  (m.  Robt.  Martin,  Bloonville,  0.) 
.  .(m.  Weaver) 

.  .single,  Melmore,  Ohio. 

.  . (n.  Absalom  Martin,  Tiffin,  Ohio) 
(m.  John  St one burner) 

4 -Noah 

4-Klizabeth  .  .  .  (m.  Finsel) 

4-Levi 

4-Christena 

4 -Mary  .  (m.  Beery) 

4 -Helen . (a.  Hoffman) 

5-Chas.  D.  Hoffman 
4-Samuel 
4-Catherine 
4 -John 
i-Melinda 

,  .  (m.  »  arthman  or  V.  or thrian ) 

4 -Rufus 
4-Silas 
4 -Elizabeth 
4 -Sara  ■ 

4-0atherine 
4-Caroline 
4-Frama 
4-Clarissa 
•  (m.  Wierbaugher) 

4-Elizabeth  (m.  Hoppen) 

4 -Samuel 


r‘ °i  ’  *  f't J o  n  * nO  ,  :rrl'  .tv.). 


.  •  .  yir-W 
XJfe*T  '1?  A\  ,(\  ,?  '■( 


V  ;;I-  L.h'.l 

•3I**~Y£3I 


ai/'U/  f~4 
liter! b^.c  -4*- 4 

011  ■  rt 

iit  ad  35 1  >UiX 


•  •  *  >lit 


•  t 


on  /  JnolaV- 

~  ~mgFfc 

uoJt^r  j  ;:j:c4 
aw  5 

oggeI-4 

/g;  mils- 4 

oHot-i 

riofVa 

anlvfiJ-4 

fW©<XasJtI&-4 

uianirf-4 

«oo3d94-4 

XoiioaH»4 

anliortfiiO^C 


4alnIO-£ 


noItui-£ 
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2 -Valentine .  continued 
jnbavid  179S— 1875 

4 -Lewis  K .  1822-*afi71 

5-2TIa  .  .  . 


5 -Wilson  J. 

1856  — 

5  -Ada  C . 

1860— 

5 -Fannie 

1863— 

4 -Abram  K . 

1824—1863 

5  -Algerno  n  ji_s 

1855 — 1885 

5-Adonisano  D, 

.  1856— 

5  w.:  lit  on  A  . 

1860— 1898 

5-Zora 

1858— 

4 -Ell zabeth 

1826— 

4-Samuel 

1823—1909 

5  -Dow 

1856— 1936 

6 -hazel  0. 

6 -Del ora 

«  •  •  • 

5 -George  A. 

1860— 193S 

5 -Frank 

1866—1933 

6-Flma  C . 

6 -Katie 

6 -Cecil  Ha 

1898 

7-Suth 

7  Curtin 

1925  — 

3-Carolyn 

8-I  krtin  JT.1947— 

4-Valentine 

1830— 1885 

5-lL'ivid  A. 

1858— 

b-Valentine 

1886  — 

7 -Patricia  1913—1938 

6 -Frank 

1838— 

7 -Helen  L. 

1912— 

7 -LI i  zabeth  1914 — 


Farmer,  VanBuren,  0.  -fFanny  Kagy  1300—1885 
David  vus  Pennsylvania -born 
Farmer,  VanBuren,  C.  ♦•Elizabeth  Seitz 1332— 1883 
• . .  ( ru .  C .  V ,  Hershberger , 


Single,  Wyandot ,  Ohio. 
Dressmaker. 


Bloomville,  0.) 


••••••.  (m.  iv.  J.  Steinmetz) 

Grocer,  Charlotte  Mich,  ♦Mary  Perky  1834— 
Singie 


Lav/  and  Heal  Estate,  Abilene,  Texas 

. (ni.  Shepherd,  Ch arlotte  Mid$, 

.  (m.  Zilo  Myers,  Lake 

_  ,  .  Odessa,  MichJ 

Farmer , Hilton  Ctr.O.  -fAnna  Seitz  1832—1396 

• . ♦•Sara  Pobinnon 

. .  •  (m.  Cowdrich) 

.  (m.  Roberts) 

Baptist  minister,  Huntington,  ind. 

♦Augusta  Gordon  1862- 
Farmer , Milton  Ctr.O.  47 linn ie  r>acom 
Single 


. 4Hnry  Kistner 

Single 

•  ••••••  fllilda  F.ngler 


•  •••••* 

Farmer ,  See  rs ,Hich . 
Dearborn,  Mich. 


Bedford,  Mich. 

•  •  •  •  • 


♦Sara  Ann  'Jelford  1832—1896 
♦Mary  Boggs  1859  — 
♦■Mabel  Gentry 
(ra.  A.  Brankovan) 

Detroit,  Mich. 
S-^atricia  1930 — 
♦Frances  Kalpas  -**1918 
(m.Gilbort  Olson, Detroit 

Mich.) 

8-Susan  •  1940— 
8-Diane  1943— 

8— Tosn  1948— > 

(ro.  Francis  Hunter, 

Detroit,  ^icha) 
8-Shtrlev  J.  1038*. 
8-Douglas  Vf.  1942-- 
8-Robert  Brucel946  — 


:i  Q(i~Dtatov Lr nan -t 


.Tj-dr-H  us'c* . 

nx^rtu  i  ^TOvtsinii  dai^u^! 
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*  )i  e  iv/si-A 
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*  >  'U/Ar-A 


'T/i .  lri;:.wV^ 


--*$81 


f)?OK~C 


(Usd  OxXIii-A 
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8C^X-"043X 


unoXotL-d 

\  t-TpaP-g 


i'-j  /j  :-C 

uHlTd 
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9i  Je'l-d 

by  oi 

.a  ulyiiti-g 

—  O.  -ii  ,..x  rCtoTi 

;er  aTJl^TjTPP 
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\  uJ.entino  .  co,  firmed 

-David , 

4~  Vale  mine 

FVoVtt 

6-It an k .  continued 

second,  murriago  v;ith  Kate  .lalpus,  sister  of  first  v.ife. 

7-Otto  IK 

1920— 

cf-llorton  L. 

1943 — 

7-Robt.  v. . 

192 3-- 

7 -Barbara  S. 

1930— 

6  —Otto 

1896—1920 

6~Oer"trude  M. 

1889  — 

.  .  .  0  (t?u  k  .  V> .  Smith,  Adrian,  Mich 

6-!’aul  V. 

1894— 

7~Koland  1924  — 

7 -Electa  1927  — 

7 -‘.ill  is  1929  — 

St.  Paul, Minn.  -  Mild rod  E.  Davy  iJ96-« 

7 "David  D. 

1916  — 

6 -St  nc.ru  J. 

1947  — 

8 -Donnie  0  • 

1948  — 

7-Thos.  Feb.  . 

1919— 

8~Yhos  .i-riv;  «Jr. 

1946— 

7-r-Krion  b, 

1923  — 

.  .  .  .  (in.  Vernon  stacker) 

7 -Dorothy  N. 

1926  — 

C-Candnce  L.  1947— 

.  .  .  .  (1.  Kenneth  Holmes) 

5 -Eva 

1862—1921 

,  {ra.  Spencer  Lolp;h) 

5-0rson 

1867— 

J  .  .  .  -Eivilda  1867  — 

6 ■-Opal  E  • 

1894  — 

.  .  .  .  (m.  Dunf ord ) 

5 -Ruth 

1870  — 

„  .  .  .  (m.  Buckborourh ,  Lake  Odessa B 

Mich  • 

• 

6 -La Verne 

5 -Don 

1873— 

6-Viverne 

Carpenter,  Lake  Odessa,  Mich. 

4-1^ ary 

1832— 

.  .  .  .  ( n •  Noah  Linsel,  Tiffin,  0o) 

4-0hristena 

I836  »  •*- 

5 -A  Ion  7.0 

5 -Del ora 

5 -Fanny 

.  .  .  »  (.to  ’Vm.  '"at son) 

5 -Irvin 

4-barbnra  f 0 

I834  ‘*“1908 

5 -Ella 

5 -Clara 

•  •  •  •  (m.  Daniel  Seitz) 

4 -Fanny 

1838—1854 

5 -Four  children 

4-0eorpe 

1840—1864 

Died  of  starvation  in  Libby  Prison 

>•>  .  :  UfU>  UWV 
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2-Valentine .  c on t Inusd 


} -Samuel 

1800--1874 

Perm , -born. 

Farmer,  Wyandot,  Ohio 

•^-Catherine  Bibler 

1804- 

4 -Anna 

1824— 1889 

•  •  • 

9 

(n.  Shoots) 

5 -Mary  (.m,  Bailey  Horde) 

4 -Andrew  D. 

1827—1905 

Farmer , 

Ilorral ,  0 . 

'Mary  Seitz 

I830- 

5 -Alice 

1855— 

*00 

9 

(m.  Fir  own) 

6-Effie  (n.  J.  0.  Robinson) 

6 -Frank 

6 -Ralph 

6 -Ray 

4-i‘lizaboth 

1829—1912 

•  •  • 

• 

(m.  Rev.  Lewis  Seitz) 

lUAnna  B.  Seitz 

5 -Kate 

1858- 

5-Elma 

5-v irginia 

5 -Mary 

5 -Bloom 

■* 

4 -David  D. 

1837 — 1922  Farmer , 

Harpster,  uhio 

^Jane  Coon 

1837- 

5 »Fanny 

1860— 

0  •  # 

9 

(m.  Ten  Kick; 

5S?tflrrtoa  f. 

1862—— 

Vet,  surg., 

furniture,  undertaking,  : 

Nevada , 

+Ione 

1868- 

6-Kowena 

1899— 

5 -Cora 

1866—  . 

0  0  9 

9 

(m.  Swartz) 

5 ^Nellie 

1873— 

Teacher 

,  Nevada ,  0.  (m,  Barden) 

4-Mahala 

1840—1906 

•  9*  9 

9 

(in.  McBride,  Butler,  Mo. 

) 

5 -Myrtle 

4 -Araanda 

1843—1878 

•  •  • 

& 

(m.  Norton,  Wyandott,  u. 

4 -Mary  r  . 

1845—1855 

4 -Fannie  M, 

1832— 1911 

0  9  9 

9 

(m.  John  Brown) 

5 -Fannie 

4-Rebecca 

1835—1911- 

•  99 

O 

(m.  Herman  Baer,  Morral, 

uhio) 

5 -Jonas 

5-Charles 

5-Bailey 

5 -Frank 

5-Williara 

* 

5-Kato 

188? 


1930 


1909 

0. 
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13993d t>H-A 

2-rhillp  1765—1843 

3 "Susannah  .  .  .  • 

3- (second  marriage; 

3-( third  marriage) 

3-Cathcrine  1801—1875 

3-Sobina  1802—1874  - 

(or  Lavina) 


3 -Mary  1803—1890 

(or  Polly) 


3-Sarah  1811— 1870 

(or  Sally; 


3 -Elizabeth  1799—1874 


f  Elizabeth  Burdner,  Burton,  Barton  or  Bottner 

1769—1833 

(ni o  Abraham  Heistand) 


4 -Solomon 

1808- 

- 

4 -Mary 

•  9 

ft  O 

(m.  Beagle) 

4-Levi 

1816- 

-1886 

4-John 

1817- 

-1833 

(in,  Henry  Wolf ) 

4 -Samuel 

4-Bliza 

•  • 

•  • 

(m.  Free) 

(;n.  Williams) 

4 -Sarah 

•  • 

ft  ft 

single 

4-Blizabeth 

•  • 

•  # 

3 ingle 

4 -Margaret 

•  0 

•  • 

(in.  Daniel  Huddle) 

(nu  Rev,  Jacob 

Garber 

,  Hardshell  Bajtist  —1890 

/(.-Gideon 

4 -Samuel 

4-Rebecca 

o  • 

•  0 

(m.  Spitler) 

(m.  Geo •  Bever 

1800- 

-1369) 

4-Gideon 

4-Joseph 

4-Solomon 

182?- 

-1866 

4-Malissa 

#  • 

•  ft 

(m.  Shelter) 

4 -Sarah 

•  ft 

•  • 

(m.  Revert) 

4-Ad a line 

o  ft 

ft  • 

(m«  Peiff) 

4 -Amanda 

•  ft 

#  • 

(m.  Coup) 

4 -Samuel 

(m.  John  Pennington) 

4 -Solomon 

4~H.  Frank  Pennington 

4-Philip 

4 -Lavina 

ft  ft 

•  # 

(m.  McClintic) 

4 -Betsy 

(m.  John  Wax  1813— 18°7) 

4-Philip 

•  4 

#  • 

s 1 ngle 

4-Kliza 

-  4 -samuel 

4-Elizabeth 

•  © 

•  • 

(m.  Coup) 

4 -Mary 

•  • 

«  • 

(m.  Hall) 

4-John,  Jr* 

(m.  Peter  springer  1802 — 1867) 

4-Phi  lip 

•  * 

•  t 

-  Pis ley 

4-Sarah 

ft  ft 

•  • 

(n.  Nisley) 

4 -Ann 

ft  ft 

•  • 

(m.  King) 

4 -Mary 

ft  ft 

«  • 

(m.  Rerkey) 

4-Catherine 

ft  ft 

•  « 

(m.  Hartman) 

4-Rebecca 

ft  ft 

•  ft 

(n.  lSeach) 

For 
3-John 
3-Jecob 
3-Philip,  Jr, 

see  following  pages 
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2-hill p 
3-j’hillp .  J  r . 

4 -George  V'' . 

5  Minnie 


5 -Irving 
6 -I;e  1  lie 
5 -Ann? 

3-( S'  cone  marriage)  .  .  .  .+  Mary  Andre  1819—1848 

1343 — 1907  Tiffin,  0.  +  Amanda  1846  — 

1868— 


1874— 
1386  — 


1848—1933  •  •  •  •  +  Sabina  Saltier  1849—1935 
Seattle 


. (m.  Win.  Gchlarb,  then  Moseley) 

•  •  »  •••*••  (m.  John  Boos) 

6-Marguerite  *  •  •  •  (ra.  Schomberg) 
6-Sabina  ....  (ra.  Devilblss) 

1846—1923  .  .  .  .  (ra.  Daniel  Loose,  Tiffin.) 

6 -Edvard 
6 -Gilbert 

6-Carrie  . . (m.  Gilbert) 

6-0tto 
6 -Harvey 
6-F.Lraor 

4 -Phil ip. Ill  died  in  infancy 
4-7acob  1842—1843 

3-( thirT  marriage ) . .  Susannah  Winter 

4 -Two  infant  sons  1850  and  1851 


J^John 

1794—1852 

Melmore,  0.  Lydia  Reitz  1800—1866 

4 -Lewi  3 

1826  — 

Rochester,  Ind.  *  Catherine  Bever 

5’^BerTJajiiin 

1848— 

t  Cassandra 

6 -Berth a 

5 -Luc ius 

1850— 

•  « 

• 

F.lla 

6~3Tona 

6-Cleo 

5 -Lydia 

•('ii.  Rennals,  Argus ,  Ind.) 

4-Catherine 

1823— 1864 

•  • 

© 

•(  1.  Rev.  Henry  Bloch,  U.B.) 

4-Elizabeth 

1822—1843 

•  • 

• 

•(ra.  Joshua  Estep  or  Eastep~! 

4 -Susannah 

•single 

4 -Barbara 

1830—1915 

•  ♦ 

0 

•single 

4 -Anna 

1821  — 

•  • 

« 

*(:n.  Rev.  J.  Thornton,  n.B.) 

4 -Sarah 

1824—1901 

•  • 

0 

•(ra.  John  Stauffer,  Poplar,  0.) 

4 -Lydia 

1831—1901 

•  0 

9 

.(m.  Parks,  Richvood,  0.) 

4 -Rebecca 

1832—1903 

«  1 

• 

. (ra.  Hiram  Welch,  Snlinavllie, 

4 -Solo. ion 
5 -Silas 

6-0  a  FT 
6 -Evelyn 
5-Earl 
b^Hdred 
$ -Grover 
6-Svelyn 
6-Huth 
6 -George 
4 -Edvard 
sTRalpE 
6-Wra.  Edvard 
7 -Connie 

7^/111  lam 
6 -Henrietta 
5 -Arabella 


4 -Sarah  A. 


1807— 1874 
1838—1896 
1866— 


1870— 

1899— 

1873— 


-  +  Catherine  Free  1S09--1338 
•  'i  Mary  Ellen  Strauss  1844 — 1926 
.  (ra.  Rev.  David  Parks) 


(.-)  -Mary  ..... 

6-Ellen  . 

6-John 

6 -Ruth  . 

Cleveland.  *f  Edith  Shavr 
.  .  .  .(ra.  Chas.  Eddy) 

.  .  .  „(m.  J.  A.  Zimmerman,  Tiffin,  0.) 


(ra.  Ives) 

(n.  Ives) 

(in.  Snodgrass) 
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2 -?1i111l> 

3 -Jacob 

”34- 

1795 — 1866  Seneca  Co.,  0, 

•f  Philadelphia 

Wolf 

1795—1839 

4-Caroiinc 

5 -Albert 

5 -Jerome 

5 -Will lam 

5 -Anna 

♦  •  • 

.  (m.  Hunt) 

5 -Laura 

•  •  • 

.(in,  Forrest) 

4  Maryann 

5 -Florence 

•  •  • 

•(m.  Snively) 

4-Sovena 

5-Tlicodore 

1824 —  •  •  •  (in.  Geo,  Black 

1824- 

) 

5 “Charles 

1847- 

-  Lake  Odessa, 

4-Chriutera  1828— 


4-Joiaina 


4-Analiese  •  •  • 


5 -Jacob 
5 -Alonzo 
5-Jasper 
5 -William 
5-Ardella 
5 -Acne s 
5-Joslin 
Tv;in  of  Chan,  Ephraim 

(i.  George  Jacobs) 

5 -Heed 
5-Su  iner 

•  •  *(;a.  Sherman  Lee) 

5 -Hazel 
5-Jacob 
5-Avory 
5-Rascoe 

•  •  •[id,  Russell  Hanby  Bsver) 

5-Robert 


1849— 

1850— 1906 

1852— 

1854— 

1856—  (n.  Ward) 

1853 —  ( r,i ,  Augustine) 
1859  — 


5 -Minnie  Jo 

•  ,  .  • (m. 

several  times) 

5 -Ralph 

5-Earl 

5-Viola 

.  .  .  ,(tn. 

Shade ) 

6  -Mar:/ 

•  •  •  •  (n. 

Weddle ) 

4 -Samuel 


6 -Russell 

1830—1903  Rattle  Creek,  Mich. 

H  iella  Lind 


5 -Infant  death 
5-Parley  (adopted) 
541arp;u',riie  (adopted) 
4 -Aaron  J.  4-13-1836-- 

5 -fie  r  tii  a  1866  — 

5 -Eugene 

5  "Clifford  1872— 

4 -Charles  gpbralm 
* -  I7T28 — 1905 


•  abt.  1916  f  E.»rna  Cha  .berlain 
Teacher,  Oakland,  Calif, 
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4-Ghes ,  Ephraim  r  Elizabeth  Oeoi\  e 


—  5-7dB2H—7-26-I905 

2-2 -18 33 — 9-25-188? 

►  -Oliver  Joseph 

4  Rhode  Mario  Hov  lott 

9-11-1354 — 3-27-1924 

1- 30 -1359 — 3-20-1 920 

6-J  Uurlwn  9-2-1882  — 

4  Tunny  Belle  Challic 

3-5-1831  -- 

7 -Rudolf  C.  7-12-1914  — 

4  Emilio  Eermicr 

7-16-1013  — 

fl-Peter  9-24-1936  — 

8-Mlcho.el  6-2-1938  — 

19G7996 

3-Wendy  >3-13-1944  -- 

7-Phoua  Irene  11-24-1917— 

( m .  Jame s  K,  Riley) 

9-20-1010  — 

8 -Richard 

12-25-1044— 

8-Tor  i’ll  1 

6-18-1948  — 

6 -Rina  Idle  9  9-17-1834  — 

(a.  Rev.  Levi  Goodv.'in ) 

12-23-1882  — 

7 -Isabel 

5-28-1017  — 

7-Corlton 

7-17-1924  — 

■  4  Vivian  Tronchotti 

11-15-1924  — 

6 -War  til  a  t; ,  2-22-1892  — 

(m.  I  rank  Schreiber) 

7 -Joyce 

4-7-1929  — 

7-Mar^uret 

7-2-1934  — 

6-i  rncst  C.  10-11-1895  — 

4  Esther  Wakefield 

4-21-1897—9-8-1020 

7 -Elisabeth  J.  3-24-1920— 

(.1.  4.  Lo  Hostotter) 

6-7-1020  — 

8 -Sarah  E. 

11-17-1943— 

8 -Suzanne 

12-10-1047— 

6-  second  marriage 

4  Ellen  Rutnom 

6-1-18Q4  — 

7-Wai'fe.aret  R  •  6-28-19. :4 — 

(m*  K.  T.  Baker) 

7-31-1917  — 

8-mchool  H. 

9-3-1046  — 

8-Peter  0 

12-3-1048  — 

8-Tv/in  brother,  died  at 

birth 

7 -Johanna  E.  3 "5 -1926 

(m.  R.  S«  Piskoty) 

4-6-1925  — 

7 -Oliver  John  8-9-1927  — 

4  Joan  Rushes 

10-1-1929  — 

6 -Marguerite  L.  3-20-1893  — 

(m«  Guy  Vronian ) 

8-12-1397  — 

7 -Barbara 

12-25-1916  — 

(m.  Lester  Vnrger ) 

10-7-1915  — 

7 -Virginia 

5-13-1926  — 

(m.  Harold  ’rainard) 

2-20-1927  — 

- 

7 -James 

8-13-1932  — 
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9-19 V 3 

i  :n .  Jaap.-r  ''or"Ov; 

1893  — 

9 -2 3-. 1391 — 10 

-13-1941 

7  -trichord 

3-91-1911  - 

6-T  Gerald 

6-11-1903  =•■— 

7-Vrryl 
*■  'earl.  Hazel 

1 2-21-1° 16- 
11-3  3-1  °07- 

7-i-ev^rly  ^nn 
7-»-arylin  Sue 
5-Cnas.  Wesley 

11-21-1932— 
5-2-1939  — 
1-12-1375  — 

*  Alice  Hoyuo 

2-12-1874  - 

6  -Ijjhra  irMh?J3S_. 

6 -The  1  p.a 

1393-- 1 699 
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(:tu  Aval  Pooler} 

1888—1947 
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3 ) 

who 

"  f  o  „  Kuti-crina 


(Diehl)  anti 


i>e  iii  amp,,  Levin •  tTolionnos  settled  in  York  Go.  ,  Po 


just  aero. so  the  •••uaqiiehuimh  frou  L^ica  tcr  Co,  /< 
lie  bcc:  .*ie  a  Protcst'.mt  in  America 


0;  tholic  in  Bavaria 


Lewis  ,  the  only  non  recorded  , 
erne  Go  1  airfield  Co*  Ohio  with  four  sic  tern  jh-Pv  the  seme  decode 
that  sow  J.?hn  i  retz  and  family  move  vent,,  Tv:o  of  there  sisters  had 
descendants  *  ho  ia  fried  into  Brctz  f:  nil  icn„  The  nrv.en  sorrier;*; s.  noted 
were  all  among  Lewis 9  children  and  grandchildren „  The  outntanrli ny  fron  ¬ 
tier  family  rrnor;  the  5>e itz.es  v;~s  sired  by  Pen iami  n  Muddle «  Ho  married 
Anna  (1805--  )  f  a  daughter  of  Levels 0  Tho^  lied,  no  1  ns  than  18 

children ,  Four  died  young ,  oi.ht  lived  pact  the  80 -year  miles tone, 
five  lived  pact  90  and  one,  (dyln  in  1945 )  war  10?  ye  era  old ,  feitzes,, 
an  well  us  a ret zee ,  moved  fro  i  Fa  infield  County  into  northern  Ohio, 
v here  most  of  this  intermarrying  occurred* 


PHILIP  BPJ-.TZ 


Three  of  the  sons  of  John  failed  to  str,y  in.  Fairfield  County 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives*  Yielding  to  the  lure  of  ncwlv 
opened  farming  lands  in  the  norther^  part  of  Ohio,  Philip  was  the 
first  to  move  (in  1822  to  Seneca  Co,)  folio'  ed  by  martin  (in  1825,  to 
hichland  Co.)  and  then  by  Conrad  (1.34,  to  yondot  Cca  )  •  Ac  cord  In-,  to 
Ho  F0  Pennington,  (a  grandson  of  Philip  by  hie  dau  liter,  Hary)  ,  v;ho 
has  assiduous  It  collect  d  the  scatter-  d  oral  inf  aviation  bear  in:;  on 
the  history  of  the  John  Brets  family,  Hvllp  brou.ht  his  family  with 
him  to  /'.onoca  County,  He  is  said  to  Jr  ve  irou, iit  two  saddle  Lags  full 
of  silver  dollars  •  rid  ith  this,  to  have  purchased  i  500  acres  from 
the  Federal  Government  for  <,2000.  He  gave  a  quarter  section  to  each 
of  his  nine  children,  except  Catherine,  Her  husband.  Rev.  Jacob 
Garber,  asked  for  80  acres  and  4100  cash,  Hiilip  thus  vie. A  160  acres, 
Pennington  believed  that  Philip  married  twice  but  was  uncertain 
v/hat  children  i  ere  born  of  each  wife ,  lie  we--  inclined  to  tlwnk  that 
the  first  wife  died  carp-,  -nd  that  all  the  children  were  offspring: 
from  the  second  union.  Philip  built  the  old  ho:,r  ste'ul  in  1847,  when 
he  was  82,  a  year  before  his  death.  It  stood,  until  1942,  near 
Honev  Greek,  half  a  mile  cast  of  Me lnore  .  He  is  buried  at  the  Stone 
Church  or  United  Brethren  Chapel,  built  on  pari,  of  tho  old  homestead , 
on  the  be  nits  of  Honey  Creek.  T5hilip,  as  roc  11  od  by  knnin  ton,  w-s 
?>tall  and  stately”.  Penning  ton  vms  but  a  bo^  of  six  at  the  time,  but 
he  recalls  that  Philip  hod  a  full  he-d  of  hair  and  parted  it  in  the 
middle.  Considering  that  .all  of  hilip?s  direct  dec  c-  ndants  in 
the  Jacob-L  Jiraim-oiiver-Harlen  line  became  bald  fsirlv  eurl-%  this 
full  head  ol‘  hair  may  have  been  &  wig.  Two  generations  later. 

Lphrai.ri  always  wore  o  wig  when  he  ent  to  church.  ’ennin  ton’s 
notice  vac  attracted  to  the  old  nan  bee  use  he  peeled  an  "  ,  .lc  for 
the  bo”,  takirg.  the  peeling  of  f  in  ono  co  lplctc  piece » 


in  .« 

CO 

*> 

• 

tf 

95ji 

0< 

a  J»„ 

,uY. 

-it'  ntf  r;.  >>'04':  J-euf, 
tff?1  tr  ..  ;>.»••  j  ootf  '.ixl 

i  tut?  X»  ,N:g  tf  edtf 

ilT  •  '  r- '  .  •!  u..  oii  ;  .Jn  •  t-nMf?r:r:Jb 

•;•  On anbf  trio  *r 

»  o.r*i>.  i  ii':j  •  ‘  u;V{  a  r)-.;  t  hi  :j  «**  s&stf'i^  '.r*t  ior.i;  ri  .luic-t  ufj 
I  ca  Xj--/  ’':>{r  T  'in  ,*  t  —  C‘ T$.[ )  win  a 

'  3  1  i  o  #  7.<  57  :  o.i  i>  *n;crJ  ,nc  ■:  ’rio 

ovli  ovXT 

•  ’  51  '  r  ■  •  :  • 

:".hMr'f:;w»o.1o.t  ciliiJ  To  tfaoc!  Jiaii ; 


•  i ■r.  y'.  'i'  trr;.  T.  •s>:n  :t  To  •,  rX-jiioflVTC  'Jlltf  lot 
#T2fq  r^irttf^oD  oiftf  n.f;  £>011040 

T.fc)  G  fcr*i  Otf  tfBT.lt 

I  )!?}  bn  (.cO  bxinldoiil 
i  )  d)  ,notf  xilTtnol  ,  *u 
rfuuoubi  uu  a  Til 

vtfnwoO  \o*u.  otf  riri 
jt^IXoX  irvlia  to 

.OOOS  *iot  tfj  M  !!7  >v<  0  x i  odtf 

o;>t  t  Oo  to  i  b:  5uc  xocJiaO 
tffjrU  f>  vo XX 'd  lotf.  nxaaoT 
=  9li\7  jfoco  to  JlTOCf  3T  >  r  lUnMIllO  tf.OXftV 

r  ■  _  i-  XKlit  oritf 

c  i m  bn ooor>  itj  roxt 

o Hi..  0  Hurt  .alrao  veacki 
TO  JL'usri  1  0  flOTritfor  ivj.jXnll  -to  doxuriO 

,4!  J  ric5  „3f  »  -iO  venoH  lo  pjrLxud  oxltf  no 

•  '•vi-jtfntfjs  ima  XXotf- 
oxl  ant  j  i;od  qililf;  tuiltf  OXI'JOOI  *d 

..iiJt'zsMniroO  .elbbtn 

av.r ./lo  1:  i  0*11X4  ^ 

£0  oxitf  otf  f>otf oiiTtf tfs  so.*  oultfon 
>o  ono  nl  itn  ;yiN ,m,.  •:  7  ■••otf  ontf 


iirmo  Seitz  ( grand -daughter  of  Samuel,  ron  of  Valentine) 
quotes  her  father  Levis  Geits  os  authority  for  the  fo]  lowing .  "Uncle 
Philip  was  not  ad  fox'  Ills  honesty*  At  one  true,  lie  had  n  fine  cow 


which  a  neighbor  wanted  to  buy. 
for  it.  ’’No”,  said  Uncle  Philip 
take  only”  (nrwaiiit  a  low. r  ^rice) 


The  neighbor  offered  a  good  j/rice 
"She  isn’t  v  orth  Uiat  ,iuch,  I'll 


The  records  of  Seneca  County  land  transactions  shov  that 
Philip  purchased  .1200  ucres  in  different  pare  Is  at  int  rv  la  from 
1821  to  1829.  Tills  seems  to  indicate  that  the  family  did  not  all 
go  together  to  Seneca  Co.  Philip  was  56  1  hen  he  bought  the  first 
unit,  and  64  when  he  couplet-  d  the  purchases.  The  records  also 
show  purchases  of  iand,  during  that  same  interval,  by  David  and 
John  opetz ,  sons  of  Valentine,  nephews  of  nhilip.  No  other  Bret^os 
tire  noted  durln,.;  this  interval. 


Philip’s  purchases  were  as  follows 


SS  1/2  sec.  4,  -'den  Tv;p,  Aug.  20,  1821 
SE  1/4  soc  •  23,  "  ”  "  22 ,  " 

E  1/2  of  NK  1/4  sec.  26,  Eden  Twp.  Aug .  22,  1821 
m  1/4  3ec.  21,  Bloom  Twp.  *  "  27,  1821 

M  1/2  of  SU  1/4  sec.  20,  Bloom  Tap.  Aug.  27,  1821 

SW  1/4  sec.  25,  Eden  Twp.  Jan.  4,  1822 

\i  1/2  of  S.E  l/4  sec .  30,  Bloom  Twp.  Karch  4,  1825 

E  1/2  of  &.r  1/4  sec.  30,  "  "  July  26,  1826 

W  1/2  of  SvV  1/4  sec.  GO,  "  ”  Aug.  16,  1328 

NE  1/4  sec.  31,  Bloom  Twp.  June  1,  1329 


David’s  purchases  were  os  follows 

w  1/2  of  NiV  1/4  sec.  31,  Bloom  Twp.  way  23,  1827 
W  1/2  of  SW  1/4  sec,  31,  "  "  Nov.  3,  1829 

John’s  purchase  was  as  follows 

V  1/2  of  NE  1/4  3ec.  11,  Eden  Twp.  Aug.  20,  1821 

Philip  was  maonL  the  very  first  to  enter  Gcncca  County  os  an 
agriculturalist,  for  the  first  sale  of  farm  land  in  tho  county  was 
in  1819*  Eden  was  the  first  township  to  have  settlement.  Survey 
into  sections  occured  in  1820  and  thf  township  war  named  ror  its 
remarkably  fertile  soil.  Honey  Creek  hoc  trenched  about  50  feet 
into  the  ground  moraine  surface  of  the  township .  fielmore  was  named 
for  JJoney  Creek.  The  township  vug  organized  tue  year  it  wo s  surveyed. 
Philip  brotz  is  named  oyy  the  first  settlors  coning  tliere  after  the 
sales  opened  in  1321. 


Township  trustees  included  the  following  retzes, 

1834  Joan  Tc  Bretz,  one  of  four  trustees 

1845  John  Bretz 

1846-47  TT  ” 

1348  Philip  Bretz 
1849  ’»  " 

1350  John  Bretz 

1856  P.  Bretz 


. 
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)'/  1830  an 'A  1  ,..1  acre  contained  2?0 


The  town chip  had  819  inhabitant 
people  in  1847 •  *uAonw  ent 
in  1847  v;ero  J  van  Bretz  und  Philip  Brotz.  It  vos  in  this  y 
Bliilip  built  the  stone  heuS'  on  H  :y  Creek,  where  the  1887 


van  h  Id,  Isaac  Bretz  and  a.  K.  Brotz  r ere  subscribe 


to 


1  ’! 


citizens  listed  Tor  Eden  Tovrnr-hip 

th  at 

re -union 
Butterfield * s 
son  of  John, 
Andrew  J., 

son  of  tour  d,  who  is  listed  in  the  Brotz  Register  an  living  in  syca¬ 
more:,  a  few  Milos  from  iTel.nore  •  Jacob  Bretz  van  1‘sted  as  a  settler 
on  honey  Creak  in  1823.  This  va"  Jacob,  con  of  Philip.  A  Charles 
Bretz  liv,d  near  Rocky  Cre-k  in  1821  and  a  Charles  Brets  vac  listed  as 
a  proporous  fcr.rr  in  a  Seneca  Co.  history  in  1840,  In  neither  cose 
can  this  name  bclor^.  to  John's  f orally , 


Hictor^  of  Seneca  County,  publish  d  in  1847.  Isaac 
son  of  valentine,  a.  K.  may  be  a  misprint,  r-ferriny,  to 


Early  conditi  ms  in  Ceneca  Counter  duplicated  those  encountered 
20  years  earlier  in  I* airfield  County,  Houses  were  built  of  logs, 
roofs  vert  tadc  of  split  lo-c  with  a  utter  hewed  on  the  upturned 
fist  side  of  toe  und.  r  tier.  The  upper  tier  covered  ih:  cracks  oi‘ 
the  lover  and  had  the  semicircular  surfaces  uppermost,  the  e-dyes 
thus  resting  on  the  verge  of  the  putters  in  the  lover  tier.  Floors 
and  doors  v/ero  made  of  puncheon  staves.  Fireplaces  were  constructed 
of  clay  mixed  with  small  twigs ;  chinn'ys  of  cross'd  sticks.  "Raisings" 
were  held  for  the  erect! on  of  those  cabins,  killing  help  was  secured 
by  a  libvrol  supply  of  whiskey.  "Temperance  raisings"  gradually 
developed  because  of  the  evil:  of  tne  usual  affair. 


Wolves  were  plentiful  in  the  county  in  the  early  dors; 
ni(  hts  were  describ'  d  as  hideous  v  1th  their  howls.  They  were 
particularly  vicious  on  the  east  side  of  Sandusky  Riv^r  where 
khilip  node  his  land  purchases. 

The  known  span  of  activity  of  that  eccentric  Swedenborg ion, 
Johnny  Appleseed,  (1801-1847),  almost  exactly  covers  th  '  Ohio  history 
of  John  and  Philip  Bretz,  and  some  of  the  counties  receiving  his 
attention,  (LickincV,  Richland,  etc.),  were  clone  to  the  country  of 
these  bretzes.  Always  on  the  move  and  everywhere  welcomed  by  the 
settlers,  Johnny  might  have  ha  n  kn  »v/n,  u-nd  raimt  have  be*  n  ‘n’Ti  of, 
by  ooue  of  John's  sons. 

No  soldiers  ■  ith  thi.  name  Bretz  are  listed  from  Benec:.  Co. 
durin^  the  Civil  Ur, 


Although  life  under  these  frontier  conditions  was  hard, 
leisure  tac  non-existent ,  comforts  worn  few  and  culture  van  limited 
to  the  Lutheran  or  the  United  Brethren  church,  these  forebears  were 
not  driven  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  nor  from  Fcirfield  to  ^cneca 
County,  by  economic,  roligl'us  or  political  pressure  as  ver  the 
immigrant  Bermans  a  generation  or  two  earlier.  hilip  c  mo  well- 
heeled  and  played  the  part  of  an  affluent  matriarch  in  setting  up 
his  offspring  on  their  own  farms.  The  reason  for  these  moves  can 
be  only  that  those  people  sou  ht  the  opportunities  a  newly  opened 
land  offered,  and  did  not  f-reatlv  dislike  the  simple,  rugged  life 
required. 
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Cemetery  Records  from  Seneca,  Marion  and  Wyandot  C  'unties,  Ohio 

"Old  Bretz  Graveyard”  near  Sycamore,  Ohio 

Conrad  Bretz 

died  Jan.  29,  1861 

a^ed  30  years,  9  months  and  23  days 

(Born  in  1780,  this  is  the  cre.ve  ol'  Conrad,  son  of  John) 

Susan,  vife  of  Conrad  Bretz 

died  Jan.  18,  1852 

aged  65  years,  2  months,  2  days 


Cemetery  3  miles  southeast  of  Tiffin,  Seneca  Co, 
NE  corner  of  sect! 4 


In  memory  of 

Jocob  Wolf 

died  March  2,  1834 

aged  68  years,  2  months  and  8  days 

(Born  1766) 

In  memory  of 

Christena  C , 

v/ife  of  -Jacob  Wolf 

died  Oct.  13,  1849 

a^ed  88  yea r?  ,  6  months 

(Born  1761) 

Isaac  Wolf 

died  Se.t.  25,  1857 

a£ed  35  yearn,  10  months,  21  days 

Prudence,  rife  of  Isaac  Wolf 

died  May  9,  1854 

aged  25  Trrs.,  11  nos.,  11  days 

Corporal  J.  J.  Wolfe 

Co.  G,  3rd  Ohio  Cavalry 

John  Wolf 

,  died  Jan.  28,  1858 

ajyid  79  years,  17  days 

(Born  1779) 

Mary  A. 

v/ife  of  Meshach  Wolfe 

died  Jan.  2,  1849 

aged  23  -tg.,  9  mos.,  27  days 

James  \  olf 

died  Sept.  14,  1869 

aged  64  venrs,  11  months,  9  days 

•ihPRfi  n T'p.  undoubtedly  relativ  s  of  "hiladei shio  !  olf.  v.ifc  of  Jacob 
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'’’■■hi. 

Grand  Prairie  Cerne lery ,  H  >c::y  Fork  Baptist  Church 
Marion  Co.  Near  Morion.  Jet.  23  and  221 
Collected  by  meet  and  Ellen  Bretz 

Samuel  Bretz 

died  April  30,  187A 

aL;ed  73  yrs.,  8  10s.,  2  days 

(Born  1800,  he  was  a  son  of  Valentino) 

Catherine,  v.ifo  (of  Snmuel,  maiden  nuns  Blbler) 
died  Jun  22,  1888 

aged  88  yrs.,  fs  nos.,  2  davs 

Andrew  D.  Bretz 

born  March  5 ,  1827 

died  Fan.  9,  1905 

(He  was  a  son  of  Samuel,  son  of  Valentine.) 

Mary,  v  if o  (of  A.D.,  maiden  name  Seitz) 

born  Oeto  5,  1330 

died  hup 


18,  1912 


Fane  Ann  Bretz 

born  riov.  7,  1837 

died  May  12,  1909 

(Not  in  "Register”) 

David  S.  (bretz?  No  name  on  stone.) 

born  Dec.  30,  I837 

died  April  6,  1922 

(Samuel,  son  of  Valentine  had  son  David  S.) 


Cemetery  three  miles  east,  of  Melmoro,  Seneca  Co* 

K,  corner  of  section  30 

Barbara 

wife  of  John  Bretz 

died  Nov.  28,  I860 

(She  v;e.c  the  wife  of  John,  son  of  Valentine) 
Rebecca  li* 

do  lighter  of  J*  and  B.  Bretz,  died  Oct.  2,  i860 

Simon  P. 

son  of  J.  p,nd  B.  Bretz 

died  May  15,  I863 
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Lewis  jM.  Bretz 

died  fu£„  11,  1371 

ayed  43  yrs.,  3  tos.,  7  days 

(lie  w't: o  r.  con  oi  David,  con  of  Valentino.) 

(Le.  is  K.  in  1  rets  Register) 

Elizabeth  (maiden  name  •  as  Seitz) 
wife  of  L„  a.  Bretz 

died  Dec,  19,  1333 


;ecl  61  yrs.,  5  mos.,  19  days 


Eli  bretz 

died  ray  6 ,  1900 

u^ed  77  yrs , ,  7  sios , ,  7  days 


(He  was  a  son  of  Conrad) 


Eliza  beth,  his  ;■  if e  (T.  ife  of  B  i  i ,  naidon  nano  was  Seitz) 

V. il l.iam  A.  Bretz 

1354  -  1928 

(He  was  e  son  of  ill,  con  of  Conrad) 


Alvin  J. 

son  of  Aaron  and  Eliza  Seitz 

died  May  10,  1390 

af;ed  21  yrs  8,  7  nos.,  3  d 

(-a  nephew  of  Elizabeth,  '.  ife  of  Eli) 


United  Brethren  Cliapel  Ceaeter  *  on  Philip  Bretz  farm, 
east  of  Melmore ,  Seneca  County 


This  cemetery  was  woefully  neglected,  in  1923c  Many  stones 
had  fallen,  cone  fallen  ones  may  have  been  concealed  in  the  t:  nyle 
of  'vegetation.  Later  information  is  that  this  condition  has  been 
corrected,. 


Philip  Bretz 

died  March  27,  1848 

aged  83  years 


(This  is  the  yrave  of  Philip, 


non  of  John) 


Philip  Bretz 

died  April  16,  1874 

aged  67  years,  1  io.,  28  days 


(Born  in  1307, 


ho  wa s  Philip,  Jr . ) 
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{?  irst  \  il’e  of  j  -x,  ,Tr  f  ,  mo  i den  narae  van  ’  i  ee  ’ 
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.1  > 


K  1  r'. 

a^a*1  2  8  yrs.,  7  non.-,  1?  flays 


(Second  v  ile  of  Pjiili p  Jr .  ,  maiden  n;no  ves  Andre) 

Jacob,  son  ol  F,  and  Mo  Bretz 

died  M.-.rcu  26,  1  :-L  j> 


8£c.d  0  nor..,  17  d 


u,rs 


Infant  son  di  P.  ana  j.  Brctz 

died  Jnn,  b,  1850 

Infant  son  oi  P.  ana  s„  Bretz 

di^d  Nov.  lb,  18.51 

Joi  n  Bretz 

disc,  July  24,  1852 

at.ed  37  yrs.,  9  lontno,  3  0  da^s 

lie  v  t\3  the  father  of  16  ciiildrer 
5  sons  and  11  daughters 

{Born  in  1794,  he  v:?is  .a  son  ol'  Ph  i  1  i  p  „ ) 


Lydia c  vife  of  Joan  Bretz  (maiden  name  v;:.s  neitz) 

died  Oct,  28,  1866 


a?  ed  66  yscj  7  nos,,  end  25  do  vs 


El i  z«  be  tii ,  v;if  e  of 


Joshua  Bo step  and  daughter 

of  J,  and  L,  Bretz 

died  fob.  21,  1848 

apod  26  vrs .  ,  1  :no,;  : 

cl; 

Noah,  son  ol  «T.  and  L„  Bretz 

(lira  Oct  e  29,  182  3 

at-ed  8  non.,  1?  dnv? 

Ini dr.t  sen  oi  J.  and  ,1.  Bretz 
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Mary , 
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xvifc  of  If  ah  Seitz 

died  Apr.  22 ,  IG65 

aged  65  yrn.,  .11  "’.os.,  7  days 

r;oah,  son  of  N.  and  II.  Seitz 

died  Apr .  19,  1347 

aged  11  vpg  , ,  3  mos . 

George  Bevcr 

born  Marcji  26,  1800 

died  Sept.  26,  1869 

aged  69  vtg  .  ,  6  "los . 

Sebina,  v  if o  of  (loo.  Dover 

died  Oct.  19,  1374 

aged  71  yrc , ,  10  nos.,  4  days 

(a  daughter  of  <Jnillo) 

Solomon  Bevor,  con  of  (loo.  and  Sebina  Rover 
died  Dec.  28,  1866 

aged  39  vrs , ,  3  noc. ,  3  days 

/'•ember  of  Co.  K,  123  Deg.,  O.V.I. 

(G.A.R.  flag  on  grave  in  June,  1030) 

Solomon  Dover 

died  May  3,  1882 

aged  82  vrs.,  10  months 

(Apparently  a  brother  of  Oeo .  Rever) 

Marla,  wife  of  Solomon  Sever 

died  Sept.  14,  I863 

aged  55  yrs.,  6  hog.,  25  days 

fcli  z a  ceth  ,  wife  of  Solomon  T ever 

died  May  11,  1897 

aged  75  ’Ts.,  20  dnvs 

John  Wax 

born  oept.  13,  181 3 

died  Dec .  7 ,  1897 

aged  84  vrs.f  2  hos .  ,  24  days 

Enroll,  •  ife  of  John  Wax 

torn  March  17,  1811 

died  Fe r  .  26 ,  1830 


rood  68  vrc.,  11  moo.,  9 


(a  daughter  of  diilip) 
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Jacob  Bretz 


1866 


71  yrs 0 

(This  in  the  yroye  of  Jacob,  son  of  Philip,  father  of  Eohrain) 
Philo  Bretz 

May  1,  1889 

p2>  yr;: ,  21  days 

(She  v.’.qs  the  wife  of  Jacob,  cor.  of  Philip) 


Identifications  of  the  Bretzes  end  Fret 7.  ‘."ires 
burled  in  the  l) .  B„  Chapel  C^netor'- 


Philip,  son  of  John,  end  tvo  of  his  eons,  Philip  Jr*  and 
John  pro  buried  here*  Fron  data  in  the  Philip,  Jr,  fanil-''-  bible, 
reported  by  Orace.  wife  of  Harrv,  non  of  roorpe,  and  bar  Aaron,  son 
of  Jacob,  son  of  Philip,  nhilip  Jr„  woe  carried  three  tines. 

Catherine  Free  v-^s  his  first  wife,  Mary  Andre  hie  record,  and 
Susannah  tv  inter  his  third.  The  first  t*  0  ^iver  ar  buried  here „ 

The  9 -Months  old  Jacob  v;as  Mary’s  child,  tie  t’,ro  inf°nt3  vrere  barn  to 
Susannah o  Lydia  was  John’s-  vife  and  th°  fo^r  children  of  J,  end 
L.  Bretz  nr---*  part  of  their  Inrye  fo-iil^.  Hie  ho^drto^o  boost 
of  .tohn’s  fathering  16  children  Mond.W  irnor°~  the  oart  luhlin 
played  and  the  im  diction  of  those  Jn^nt  and  oorlv  childhood 
deaths , 
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A  /jroup  photo;  rnph  of  Ih  j  first  Brc. t£  reunion,  h'  Id  °n  1  83? 
on  the  Philip  L;  -otz  fwrm  re  _.r  Kolmar a ,  roe  submitted  to  IT.  F„  -omilw?- 
ton  t  Alien  Brctg.  and  Anna  Fo.lt z  about  1913  for  idont  il’icntlon  of 
individuals  *n  the  {.roup  of  marc  than  2C0  Drctzra  and  relot ives. 

Three  uran&cons  of  John  Brets  and  ei' lit  (.vert  ,  .rand  so  ns  were  identi¬ 
fied ,  plus  8 3  other  people  *  aJJ  these  ere  located  bv  numbers  panned 
on  the  copy  of  this  photo; ra eh  owned  b^  J  Harden  Bretz.  Vhen  Tieimoro 
was  visited  in  19 37 f  .lust  half  a  cc-nturv  later ,  there  were  no  Brotzes 
1.1. vina  there  or  in  the  vicinitv. 

The  list  of  identified  persons  in  the  photograph  is  an  follows 

She  mas  Ella,  a 


76 

50 


A.. 


I,  end  22,  Mr.  and  Ur  a .  Goo.  Herschb?re,or< 
of  Lev' is  K.,  son  of  David, 

Cather5.no  (Blblor),  wife  of  Same  1  ,  son  of  Valentino, 
and  46  or  BO,  I  avid,  son  of  above  Samuel  and  wife . 

61.  Stanton,  son  of  above  David, 

27 »  and  23.  Rov.  Lewis  Bolts  and  wife ,  she  was  c.  cLu.hter  of 
Samuel,  son  of  Valentine, 

17,  13,  37c  6 S,  69  and  71.  Dcuyhtors  of  Louis  Seitz.  18  Is 
Anna  B.  Seitz© 

Bloom  Seitz,  son  of  Lewis  Softs, 
and  49 *  Daniel  Seitz  and  wife.  She  was  Barbara ,  r.  d  u;  hter 
of  David,  son  of  Valentine. 

Margaret  U lease  (Meisoc ) ,  daughter  of  Henry, 
and  7«  Mr,  and  Lire.  Allen  B,  Brets. 

and  9*  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  U.  Brotz,  he  a  son  of  John,  son  of  Henr> 
Andrew  J.  Bretz,  son  of  Conrad. 


65 

48 


'  o 
•  q 
6 


Eli  Bretz,  son  of  Conrad 


5» 

6  . 

8. 

10 
64 

79.  Hattio  Bartholomew,  daughter  of  Eli 
11.  Charles  Black.  A  son  of  Sovena,  douuhter  of  Jacob,  son  of  >hll.lp 
12,  13,  and  14©  Oliver,  a  son  of  Chas.  Ephraim  and  Rhode 
Bretz,  with  Darien  and  Bina. 

Samuel  Garber, 

Rev.  Jacoo  Garber,  con-in-lav:  of  Philip. 

51.  Andrew  P,  Bretz,  con  of  Samuel,  son  of  Valentine.  76  is  his 
mother 0 

Mrs.  Alice  Drown,  daughter  of  Andrew  D0 

Bonnie  Bretz  Stein  ictz,  daughter  of  Lewis  K.  •  Bretz.  22  is  her 
sister 4 

21.  Ada  Bretz. 

24,  25  and  26.  Edward,  son  of  Philip,  Jr.,  wife  and  d;  whiter. 

29  and  3C0  George  ID  Brotz,  son  of  Philip,  Jr.,  and  wife, 

31  to  38.  Daniel  Loose,  wife  and  fanilv.  She  was  Sarah,  a 
do u v;/i ter  of  Philip,  J r  » 

and  53  or  78.  Noc.h  St ono burner  and  life.  His  mother  wras 
Catherine,  0  daw  hter  of  Valentine,  son  of  John. 


15, 

19. 
47  e 


16  * 
20. 


52 

39 

41 


Urs .  Bailor  horde .  She  was  Mir1/,  dau  liter  of  Anna,  daughter 
of  Samuel . 

to  43*  Rev.  Parks,  wife  and  da u.  hter „  She  was  0  d  11  hter 
of  Gear  e,  son  of  Philip,  Jr0 
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4*  V  o 

45* 

77. 

54, 

58. 

60. 

62, 

66  o 

72® 
73» 
74. 
75  o 
82. 
81  o 

S3- 

87  o 

9Qo 
85  o 
91  • 
94  c 
86. 

88. 

92. 

93. 
95. 
960 

97  o 

98, 
99  o 

100  o 
101. 
102, 

103. 

104, 

109. 

110. 
111. 
112. 

113. 

114. 


Hr  Go  Mary  Ho. IX  a  d  u  jiitcj.v  of 
Chas.  Ephraim  Brctz.  15  Is  his 


3  on, 


cl 


Philadelphia  Wolf,  vrlfe  of  Jacob „  mother 
and  55 o  Joseph  Reiff  and  wife.  She  wig 


u  hi-  r  of  ;ihilip0 

of  Ephraim. 

A  d o  1 1  ne  t  d  j  ug  h  t  e  r 


of  Philip. 

and  59°  Hr,  and  Mrs.  Lcvrir, 


She  was  a  daughter  of  Noah 


Stone burner o 


Elizabeth  S ...ringer,  a  d  .lighter  of  Miilip . 

Mr;  .  .  ho  ah  Eins-;1.  She  v:a  0  Mary,  a  daughter  of  David,  son 
of  Valentine.  Jr. 

if  lie  Brovin  Robinson,  a  daughter  of  Alice,  da  u’  liter  of  Samuel, 


Ella  Watson  Knoke. 

Almira  Stauffer. 

Kate  Bauer. 

Irving,  con  of  George  F.,  cor,  of  Philip,  Jr. 

and  84  Samuel,  son  of  David,  son  of  Valentine  and  ’  if e . 

Mrs o  Rebecca  Baer,  daughter  of  Samuel,  son  of  Valentine, 

Jonas  Baer,  son  of  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Samuel,  son  of  Valentino 
Ira  Baer. 


o 


Mrs.  John  Baer. 

and  89.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Homer  Huddle. 

Chas.  Huddle. 

John  Huddle. 

and  63*  Mr  s  and  Mrs,  bin,  Watson.  She  was  a  daughter  of  David, 
son  of  Valentine. 

Frank  Browne. 

Ross  Bevor. 

Karl  Bever ,  a  son  of  nnaliese,  daughter  of  Jacob, 

John  Bax,  Jr.  Ills  father  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  '^hilip, 
Catherine  Sprirgor  Hartman,  daughter  of  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Philip. 

Sarah  Springer  Wisely,  daughter  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
’diilip. 

Mary  Berkey,  daughter  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  °hilip. 

Philip  Springer,  son  >f  E.l'zrhetk,  d:  u  liter  of  Philip. 

Joan  Kin  ,  son  of  .^nne  daughter  of  Klizsbeth,  dau,  liter  of  ^hilip. 

C lias  "  "  "  ,  "  "  n 

vV m.  ”  ,  husband  of  ann, "  "  "  " 

Ann  S4Jrin0er  King,  do ugh ter  of  ”  M  ” 

105,  106,  107,  108.  Mary,  Delia,  Minnie,  William  and  Cltcra  King. 
Nellie,  daughter  of  John  Bax,  Jr. 

Blanche  Bax  I  runkenfield . 

Alice  Hall  'uigley,  daughter  of  Mary  Box  Hall. 

Samuel  Hull,  son  of  Mary  Wax  Hall. 

-iUdaccs  Hall,  ,f  rr  ■’  "  . 

Mrs .  John  »nx,  Jr. 
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Jacob’s  birth  date  (1795)  Indicates 


i at  he  •  •  a  on 

grandsons  in  that  family  trek  fro  i  r,GT>ns  J.von.lc  to  Ohio « 
born  in  Vir.3in.La  in  the  name  year,  must  have  oot.ic  to  Trirfio 
bounty  in  another  family  migration*  If  they  riprri  d  v.hen  20 


o  i  the 
din  wife, 


,  r*  /~\  *1  •  "1 

’  U  J  4- 


r-  h 
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O'.il  cl 


:e  j  915 


1  j 


ent  that 


flock  north  to  Seneca  County*  Reckon?  rw  from  An  rocks  ntat;  n 
intervals  between  births  in  Jacob  k.  family  rerc  close  to  2l- 
tv;o  of  Jacob’s  children,  both  .  iris,  Lore  earn  before  the  northward 

wove  c 


The  Tscrge  to  be  on  0.  frontier  missed  a  yyneration  after 
Philip’s  patriarchal  wove,  with  all  his  son;;  ;  nd  their  families  -  nd 
all  1  orlc??.#  f.cnds  f  to  .-’cneca  County.  Jacob  Pretz  remained  for 
the  rest  of  his  life  on  or  near  the  farm  "hilio  grve  him.  at  some 
undated  txrac  after  the  birth  of  his  children,  he  nyved  to  I'Tew 
Rochester,  in  adjacent  Cravford  County. 


iut  the  ur^o  re -appeared  in  Charles  Ephrain,  it  existed  ’  n 
Oliver  and  surely  that  salty  character,  Aaron,  was  no  moss-cove rod 
stone,  nor  did  tndrils  of  the  paternal  fcnilv  hopelcsslv  ent’ine 
his  heart,  The  na  rrativec  which  folio.;  cc.rrv  this  account  through 
the  fourth  and  fifth  generations  from  John., 
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(The  c  ot5.1  j  lug  Id  /Laron’s;  the 


Oa.M.  ad ,  c  :  l .  ,  1-20-1913 


non  of  -kcob,  roh  oV  -hil  ).  j 
are  nth  e  sec  o  re  <T  II.  TJ  „ 9  g  . ) 


J  He  Bretz,,  Oiiica^Op  1.11. 

Hoar  i  r  ion  cl  and  Relative 


Tour  favor  of  recent  date  :1a  at  an  ml  a  nd  noted . 

That  it  is  ;■  pleasure  to  suply  ;vou  or.  far  as  posobl  *  -ith  the  desired 
indorsation  {.:oes  ■ ’ithout  ns.yiny0  But  I  cm  ill^  pr  -pared  to  suply 
you  •  ith  details  In  the  family  tree 0  I  be^  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  forty  cix  years  have  elapsed  since  I  left  th  •  old 
home  neighborhood. ,  h  nce  know  little  of  t.hr  younycr  ones  of  our  tribes 
But  nevertheless  I  hod  a  history  of  the  older  ones  which  vv  *rrned 
in  1892  by  the  Catholics.  In  that  year  i  bought  a  am-  13.  suberbian 
home  in  this  place  to  which  I  Uriel,  retired  >rr  ...a ritory  to  Titlny 
several  -ookSg  one  of  which  was  on  Oc-thol*  cion  from  an  American 
Protective  ^association  standpoint ,  a  fact  ’movn  to  the  Oath olics „ 

The  first  evening  that  1  loft  tho  place  it  r^nt  up  in  smoko  end  all 
tnat  I  possessed  save  on  umbrella „  Since  when  I  have  made  no  further 
effort  to  nuke  further  data.  Tho  best  that  1  can  no,‘  do  is  to  draw 
on  a  78-year  old  brain  for  o  recall  of  facts  In  the  cse.  That  all 
v ill  be  r  i  solutalv  correct  there  nay  be  room  for  clout „ 


•“■t 


some  period  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  '..'or  t *  ot¬ 


to  Philadelphia  t1.  o  Brrtz  brothers  9  t  e  nemo  of  one  bein’-  l.utlv/icko 
The  name  of  the  other  brother  1  never  learned,  Ludv  ic'r  inlisted  in 
in  the  Array  of  the  Revolutory  War  which  nepr.u-n .  ed  them.  And  for  some 
reason  the  one  renin ininy  dropt  out  of  the  knot-led, 'c  of  Lu&wick  end 
so  remained  forever  *  1  Opine  that  the  no sura  ( ?  sp . )  trihes  of 

Bretses  .are  hie  desendents .  Ludv/ic  returned  to  R,  efter  tho  close 
of  the  war  end  look  unto  him  c  wife  whose  MPd-r)  nwv;  I  have  never 
bfcx.a  able  to  et.  /-here  vma  born  unto  then-  two  sons  end  n  douphtor , 
Philip  and  Conrad  0  (Aaron  is  in  error  here .  The  names  Philip  and 
Conrad  do  not  appear  in  mrthemore 1  s  ^ one,,  ley-  of  Lud:  i/j  Bretz0 ) 

The  ch  uahter’c  ncmie  I  can  not  nai  recall .  Of  the  Conrad  f  milv  v;as 
born  Andy  Elie  (Aaron  lias  now  yot  over  into  John’s  family)  a nri  n 
daughter  whose  name  has  aliped  .m/»  wemor’a  Che  mar r eyed  Jcscey 
Morgan*  Philip  was  my  .rend  dad,  whose  family  '  r.r  an  folia? s. 
Catherine,  who  : larrved  Jacob  CVwrbcr ,  tho  most  richer) us  preacher  T 
ever  knew  .  He  lived  nearly  a  '.hole;  n .  ntur  ~r  a  nd  died  in  Oharlot.e 
Mich,-  Unto  him,  .■  nd  wife  of  course  . 
dau  liter,  Samuel  and  G-idean,  eotb  of 
murreyed  Nor  .‘ip idler ,  a  Be  at  1st  minister 
Pennington, 
have  no  kn  Awleoye 
under  take; 
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J oil Ji  ho  ’iiTT-  oa  Lidia  Boitze  „  sir?. ter  of  t,hr  r  nx.iiv'1  Elder  -eitz.e 


of  t/ic  Herd  she  11  Boot  cot- «,  Ann  v/as  tlieir  firm  born  ,  v  ho  inri’rod 
<J .  P,  Thornton,  e. 


TT 


B .  m  i  n  i  s  t o r  „  v "ho  ha 0.  r  s o n 


T:  C 


or 


B0 


ond  Lusotte .  second,  Bailey  who  tarryed  one  Bolin  F-v.-nf  i 1  r ,  a 

carbon tc r ,  of  •.  hose  family  I  lorn:  nuut ,  Third,  Catherine,  who 

marryed  Henry  Hack,  a  IT,  B„  prc.echer ,  ’.hose  fr-milr-  I  can  not.  recall, 
lent"  pre sobers ,  eh?  Fourth,  Louis  \  ho  marry  d  Catherine  Revcr o 
(This  Louis,  (Levis)  vho  larriad  C.  therino  Eavcr ,  *  as  the  -on  of  John, 
son  of  Pi:  II  ip,  accord  in-..  to  the  Pretz  Register  ,)  1  *  i  ! i  1  ---*  dont  know. 
Rebecca  me rvyed  Hiram  clch ,  n  fur  icr,  The  name  of  J.idla’s  husban 

I  cun  not  now  recall,  Busan  und  Bs.rbe.ro  were  (also)  of  the  tribe 

of  John  BrctSo 


Third  of  tlr  Phi3  ip  tribe  was  LI  znbrth  who  ’crryed  Fetor  Sprin¬ 
ger  mid  \  hose  family  vtj s  Polly  vho  nar rye  cl  V,  ,  a,  Borkey  end  settled 
in  f-rand  Rapids ,  Mich ,  50  years  ago  1  her  h<-  (  erkey)  grew  wcaltv 
•aanuf.'  cturin  furnnturo  (Borkoy  nnd  Cay)  ,  No  childern  to  bless 
or  curse  the  i,  (The  followin  Catherine,  .Elizabeth,  Philip, 
and  .jaie  seer  to  have  been  the  children  of  L3  zs.beth  and  *v.>ter  Springer, 
oovina,  Solo. ion,  I-folic  ia,  Scrau- 1 ,  Adullnc ,  Sarah  ond  •V.'i.ndr  1  ere 
Be  vers  * )  therino  marryod  billia.i  Henry  li  rt?wn,  c  reenter  and 

inv  ntor,  The  family  I  know  not*  Elizabeth  marryod  Sami.  Myern 
fro  i  whom  siio  was  divorced  t  ith  no  childem.  3am  Hye^s  lives  some- 
■.  hero  in  the  vacinit?*-  of  your  Brand  F0  Lretr’s  old  place,  "hilip 
liiarrved  to  loan**  Nicely,  my  cousin  on  m*r  mother’s  side,  On  child, 

.jTiie  larryed  ilr.  Kina,  a  former,  Sovinu  marryed  Boo,  Bevcr ,  the 
champion  liar  and  a  fawner,  Solomon  surrveu  Mc.ry  Blare,  had  some 
childern,  Mlici <  Ann  raurryod  Levy  Sho'.'dcr ,  some  childern,  Samuel 
Marry ed  a  Miss  Miliar  and  was  0  prosperous  mi  liman,  Joseph’s  wife 
u  stran  er,  he  lives  at  Centralia,  Lash,  O.idean  lorryed  r.  Misi 

jh . ,  where  he  no*. 


Jonv  s  of  fa co  in  ,  w 
Adeline  manyed  Sam  Rife,  0  farmer, 
carpenter. 


lives 0  Both  have  f  mi lies. 
Sarah  Ann  marryad  Coupe,  a 


Nov;  comes  Jacob  Bretz,  but  I  will  leave  him  for  later  sp  ace , 

Solly  (Philip’s  daughter,  Sarah)  who  boc’ me  tips,  John  Wax, 
whose  f  mily  consisted  of  three  sons  nnd  three  daughters.  Philip0 
who  died  single.  Elizabeth  *  ho  died  a  voun.  woman,  in  Iter  teens. 

Jam  (who)  went  daft  on  religion  and  suesichd  b'r  deliberately  holding 
his  head  unde-  water  in  a  sprin,  near  tho  house,  Mnrv  became  a 
Mrs,  Hall,  has  a  family,  nov;  0  widow,  J,  B.  the  baby,  rm  0  family 
also,  i.nd  farmer,  Polly  rae rr^ed  John  Pennington,  a  frnor  nd  iisor, 
whose  family  was  two  daughters  and  three  sons,  L 1  ;*  zv  1 1  th  ,  Lrvinn, 
Philip,  Solomon,  end  Frank,  all  of  whom  settled  near  Charlotte  many 
years  ago.  Of  their  history  I  know  very  little,  Fran''.,  t  e  ’-ouny.  st, 
once  upon  a  time  was  a  member  of  the  Renats  of  Michigan  und  r-n  for 
Congress.  (This  is  H,  F,  Pennington), 

As  to  the  tribes  of  Jacob,  I  v ill  do  oil  I  c  n  in  the  absence 
of  uritton  data ,  _.s  to  rir-meu  and  {  ?  ),  your  data  is.  correct 
except  as  correct'd.  But  I  am  ashamed  t.o  say  that  I  c  n  give  no 
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dates  lc  to  births  or  det-tha  of  -he  f.  nil".  Cur  whole  family  was 
torn  at  intervals  of  24  years,  ’  ithin  a  month  or  no.  I  r  og  born 
April  13,  I836,  before  breakfast*  I  oat  in  a  fill)  anv  ond  ha’ent 
missed  a  dy  since .  Ann  bliz  a  was  my  on]1*  Junior •  Go  '-on  can 
approxi  in t  .  to  'rare  o!  birth.  Put  05  to  ag/s  and  deaths,  T  an  ns 
much  in  the  dork  cs  '*ou  arc. 


I  v;as  but  a  child  hen  A,  T,  Harris  unde  his  advent  into 
our  family .  Ho  rein  a  tamer,  veil  to  do.  B ,  Holts  ra.snt  anything 
by  trade  or  profession,  and  pearly  a  nonentity.  George  Flock  vras 
a  prosperous  farmer  •  Shorxa  Leo  v/ns  N.  O ,  George  «T-  eobo  vas  a 
respectable,  c l-runch  non,  cafpcnUr  by  trade.  R.  H0  Fever  ws  r. 
toed  carpenter,  rough  to  his  chi. Idem,  given  to  period icr  1  boozeing. 

Of  ChafSo  B^nraifi  Bretz  you  have  roue  knowledge,  Sam  v/r.  s  ~  fa  lie  r 
as  a  monnev  maker „  Ale  (Aaron)  was  not  a  doll  a”  chacer.  To  the  ^inds 
of  such  a:  your  Grand  Pa  Bretz,  mine  was  r.  ?:isr.  Spent  Life,  To 
the  »  knowledge ,  save  or  hot;  to  catch  the  dollar,  had  no  attraction. 

fly  mother  war  a  native  of  Vn„,  lad-sip  bin  ffoolf .  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  England.  Her  mother  of  Oerniny#  The  /.ran d  I"  died 
before  I  vac  l  orn.  G0,M„  »s  randan  none  vein  Cliri  stona ,  rdon 
Kench-Hi.  lor.  There  van  of  that  family  t  d  u  htrrs  and  on  ron. 
Philadelphia,  Polly,  Catherine,  the  fourth  I  cannot  re cal  the  name 0 
Polly  bcc.me  the  wife  of  Samuel  Nisley;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Aaron  Harvel. 
The  other  daughter  narryed  Svrus  Shook.  Each  of  iho'i  raised  a 
Ik  mi  l"-. 


In  yours,  you  manifested  come  fa  a.  of  borin'  me  vith  your 
reouests.  If,  after  you  have  perused  and  deciphered  til's  con-  lome rate 
mess,  you  do  not  feel  that  "ou  ore  the  fellow  who  in  tor^d,  or 
boo rod ,  it  will  bo  a  stand  olf.  But  vith  a  man  -ho  is  persuing  a 
scyonce  by  which  ne  is  suponed  to  trace  the  age  of  this  ecrch  back 
72,000,000  years  should  call  this  task  .arc/. 


Hoping  taut  you  is-  Oloan  from  this  conglomcra t '  some 
the  ciesir  d  joints,  I  *  ill  close  wishing  "ou  eucc  ss  vour 
and  achievements  of  your  hiost  hopes. 

The  weather  is  fine  nowadays. 


of 

studies 


I  am  now  achord  with  :iy  daughter ,  2731  Boulevard  Avc . , 
Oakland,  Le  buerried  Mrs •  Bretz  last  .June  a  year  ago. 

X  \ Ill  be  pleased  to  hear  from  ^ou  at  nnv  time. 
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JIarlo  n  J3:ra'tzs 
Ghica.o,  Ill. 

Dear  sir, 


I  have  just  finished  tho  v.rl bin. •  of  a 
vour  dad  and  v;ill  now  precede  to  rculv  to  your.*  of 
am  very  sorry  I  am  not  able  to  suply  7-ou 


letter  to 
the;  27  re  bo  I 
Information  and 

matter  for  your  und  r taking «  But  if  you  kner  the  Bretze  tribes 
a:  1  know  them,  you  would  not  wonder  that  1  can  not  do  more..  The 


-or- 


Bretze; 


up  to  say  genera t I  -n  scorned  to  have  no  thought,  for  a  domed 


thin.,  but  tin.  dollar  and  the  b ,  B,  Church.  They  had  no  pride  in 
their  ancestors .  1  never  heard  r'  father  speak  of  his  yrand  parents 

and  G;  Ido ;ie  did  he  speak  of  his  parents «  There  v.r  c  >Oj 
of  family  births,  ;‘.d  nr;  or  deaths  in  my  femilv,  It  is 
yearn  when  loft  the  old  lio.nc ,  I  am  seheyrinol  an  I  ’Tit  the  fact 
that  1  do  not  know  the  birth,  o ye  or  date  of  n  ninyle  mo mb  r  of  my 
family.  One  of  my  sisters  vr;-s  dead 
nj cared  to  me.  My  mother  was  deed  /> 


•t  no  record 
no'  50 


Tne  information  1  import  d  to  ^*ou  in 
to  .10  in  a  write-up  in  a  lot  c  l 


year  before  the  fret  v"n  com  an 
months  before  I  ’Tne-..'  of  it. 
my  f  ormer  lett.*  r  was  disclosed 
paper  r;uve  ;  t  the  Br^tz  reunion. 


Jenninrton  should  enow  more  of  the  onerstw  than  I  do 


In  my  former  letter  I  omitted  to  give  7rou  jit*  uncle  "hilip’s 
family  record,  (Philip,  Jr.)  Philip  was  the  ’••oungcr  brother  of 
m?/  father  who  survived  two  viv  s  r  nd  '.a.rryed  r  th*rd„  The  first  cf 
which  wan  a  Free,  who  gave  birth  to  one  child,  Ceorye 0  The  second 
wan  if  rry  . . ridra  with  rhoiae  three  childern  were  torn,  Solomon,  Sarah 
Ann  and  Edward.  The  third  *  if e  survived  Dhil:ip ,  her  ird  n  n  ne  I 
dont  knoe • 


Our  old  farm  was  situate  on  the  ent  shore  of  the  south 
branch  of  silver  Creek,  2 1  miles  east  of  T'Glmore,  Bloom  T-v; nohip , 

Bone ci  Co.  end  11  miles  southeast  of  Tiffin,  county  swat , 

(Appr  rentl;-  in  section  30o  'hilip  bou  ht  three  fO-ocre  tracts  in 
tne  soutn  half  of  this  section! 

As  to  a  histiry  of  r;  brothers  and  sistnrs  liv-  y  ,  I  mi  ht 
just  say  that  the 77  1  ore-  chumps  end  refer  ’.rou  to  ’"■our  Grandfather  Bz*etz 
lor  sample  of  their  kind.  All  but  Sam  '  ore  farmers 0 


My  life  would  make  c  book  of  itself  *  A  farmer  fcov.  A 
farmer  man.  A  Handy,  a  h-rse  trader,  foxhunter,  merchant,  soldier, 
merchant  again,  book  convanaor,  insurance  man  from  the  lowest  broker 
to  thp  Presidency  of  a  0 o. ip any .  A  medical  st  dent.  A  lav;  studr-nt 
and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1374.  Publisher  and  editor  of  difer;  nt 
papers.  (Same  super-editor  must  have  checked  his  spell-1* nw .  )  In 
politics.  Elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Cal .  in  1-92,  Served  two 


yearns o  farmer  agane.  Postmaster,  chicken  f  ancier,  we- 


W< 


darned  old  crank  yet  1  orkin 
Capital  is-i. 


end  to  socialize  the  v:orld  .  nd  crush 
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If  you  will  v:rity  to  Philip  Springer,  Me clue r ,  Ohio,  vou  ’  ill 
ro  doubt  obtain  erect  dcitta  of  the  old  Springer  f  ■•illy, 

I  an  growing  rather  inactive  .  But  I  nay  in  the  near  future 
write  of  the  family  and  of  re  linicinces  of  the  lives  ;  nd  send  it  to 
you  for  That  it  \  ill  r>  worth  to  vou.  (He  never  did.,) 

As  to  the  book  you  think  of  ’  citing,  I  loo':  upon  it  •  1th 
great  favor.  And  if  not  so  near  the  end  of  y  life,  I  v;ould  become 
very  zelaus  in  the  work.  I  am  readv  to  aid  ^eu  with  all  points  of 
information.  It  is  posable  that,  one  of  nv  sisters  had  some  data  a 3 
to  birth  and  deaths  of  the  family,  which  syiy  bo  in  the  possession  of 
some  of  ner  childern.  1  will  ascertain  and  if  found,  1  win  favor 
you  with  ito 

Respectfully 
A,  Bret,?, 


2731  Boulevard  .>vc , , 


Onkl  nd ,  Cal.  6-10-1913 


Ho  Bretz. 
Chicago,  Ill. 


Dear  Relative 9 

^oplvin  to  and  co 1  J.ving  to  vour  favor  or  thra 
6th  lust.,  I  toy  to  sav  that  I  am  not  easl!”  (  ?  )  or  (  ?  )„ 

I  herewith  inclose  the  wayfaring  epistle  to  which  vou  t  re  welcome. 
Since  ?u-  last  letter  to  vou,  Bari  Dover  0*ed  at  T; fiin  who  was  ~-ry 
young  rt  sistor8o  child.  Also  Annie  '  ust  (?)  tJio  voungost  child  of 
my  oldest  faster.  Sne  died  at  Dayton,  Karl  Pcvor  diod  of  numonia. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  -  what  shall  I  say?  —  vour  luck 
or  on  your  merrit,  in  the  appoint  ion t  at  Jostle,  But  if  ”on  kne\  the 
diferanco  of  our  climate  to  that  of  Scatlo ,  vou  would  be  teratod  to 
swop  your  position  for  cli  inte * 

I  rn  as  well  as  usual  but  vorr  buiccy*  V/o  are  r  •  to  ‘  n  tlio 
beginning  of  our  fcerry  harvest,  \  e  have  g  large  garden  of  berries 
to  pick  and  to  market  w'ich  keeps  the  old  :r.n  buioey.  Hn r  no  time 
to  curse  the  government .  But  Bryan  and  Teddy  ’will  keep  the  government 
until  after  the  berry  rush. 

Host  res}.  ectfullv  yours, 


A  e  Bretz 
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i'-iifat  t..i  Otor,^  ,  v.’hori  Lphrui>a  Brc  tz  carried,  w*-r  l  orn 
. -e«..r  v/ ;U*wc.’l^rrc ,  IV..  and  c:me.  with  her  parent-  t,  ;»•,  •  r  ;rd  Co., 

Ohio,  about  Jot-5,  'hen  she  was  12  years  old,  -To  coy  h  George  *s 

farm  ivns  but  a  few  .  dies  i'ro  a  tint  of  Jo  cob  Brets,  where  is  ph.ro.  ira 
was  wrowint_  uy.  Father  George  v.ts  born  in  Few  Jersey  end  in  is 

oarlv  years  wui  e  tailor,  ills  wife  res  Sor:. h  Rymcr,  -Joseph’s 

dotes  ere  1-8-1805  and  2-10-1390.  an  rah  *  vf  born  12-26-1810, 
Oliver  Joseph  is  authority  for  the  following  items  rc  u3*dins  the 
Georges. 


Joseph  anci  .'nreh  ..ere  me. ibers  of  the  United  ’  fethren  Church, 
Joseph  always  r<  ?d  the  C  orman  Bible,  arid  preyed  end  so  id  yro.ee  in 
German.  It  is  doubful  if  lie  ever  reed  English,  cl  3  zn.be  th  s  if  German 
soil,  s  to  nei-  children  and  she  and  i'-pliraii  talked  f-er:aan- freolv.  as 
young st  .Jr  in  Ohio,  they  onh  to  a  Her  •  n  school  In  n  c,  Co. 

Joseph  r-eorye  caiac  to  liichi;  on  shortly  after  I860,  his  house,  in 
Odessa  Tip.,  Ionia  Co,  was  built  by  .5  shn  Otto  about  1850.  It  v;:.s  a 
double  lot;  house,  almost  entir-  T'  of  blach  •  :l  nut.  The  b;  rn  :  Iso 
was  of  black  walnut,  ev  w.  to  the  floorin'?.  Sid  in  -  of  i  ho  house, 
roof  beaus,  beutied  coil  in.,  and  coii  in,;,  boards  of  tin-  huge  living 
room,  doors,  etc.,  all  i  or  made  of  the  ss~w  wood.  There  res  a 
brick  oven  out  doors,  then  owned  by  Otto,  the  house  ws  used  :  s  an 
inn,  half -V; ay  between  Hastings  and  Tonic.  0  Joseph  (Verge  w?r  kicked 
on  the  chin  by  a  horse  when  he  v/ac  but  ci  lit  years  old.  As  a  result, 
his  jaws  were  Mocked”  all  through  his  life.  He  fed  himself  by 
slicing  and  mincing  food  and  introducing  it  through,  the  poo  where, 
his  front  teeth  were  knocked  out •  The  accident  practically  destroyed 
his  chin. 


Odessa  and  ad.joinin  townships  are  Jar..  1'  on  round  inruine 
topography ,  almost  untouched  by  subseonent  stream  T'ork,  Lukes, 
ponds  and  c-xtengvo  swamps  still  ex  stod  ,  despite  drainage  im  ^rovc - 
iticnts,  when  tiio  Ionic  ouudr  nglc  was  topographically  mapped  jn  1016. 
The  Saranac  region  in  went -control  Ionia  Counts,  noted  in  O.J'.B.  *s 
narrative,  is  diversified  by  the  great  trench  cut  in  glacial  drift 
by  the  outlet  river  from  a  succession  of  glacial  great  Jakes  in 
the  trio  and  Huron  Basins,  and  by  several  deep  tributary  valleys. 

A  few  miles  to  the  vest  is  strong  :iorainic  topograph^.  There  is 
more  natural  b'.  auty  here  than  In  an,r  other  region  in  which  the 
Bretz  generations  have  lived  since  John  and  his  fc.miT”  Vft  tlic 
Piedmont,  perhaps  since  John’s  ancestors  left  the  Rhine. 


Charles  Ephraimns  far  i,  on  well -drained  but  clunst  flat 
ground,  moraine ,  was  a  model  of  a  prosperous  and  ne  r.T  self-contained 
famiT  economy  when  J  H.  B,  was  a  bo*  ,  The  wood  lot,  shrinking 
remnant  of  the  original  forest,  supplied  fuel.  For  long,  it  contained 
an  adequate  ” sugar  lush”  with  huge  evaporating  pans  and  gOO  wooden 
sap  buckets.  The  orchard,  in  the  southern  pert  of  which  stood  the 

ruins  of  t,uo  log  house  of  pioneer  days,  yield'd  fruit,  cider  and 
great  kettles  of  apple  butter.  Food  ashes  v;er-  saved  in  barrels, 
leached  at  the  proper  season  ;  nd  the  3we  co  ibinod  with  kitchen 
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iron  kittles  to  make  sonp,  both  soft  and.  hard, 
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barrel  back  of  the  rood shed  caught  all  kitchen  leavings 
Hog  butchering  was  an  annual  event,  "••ieldina:  lard, 
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sausage,  head  ch< 
chickens,  of  course 
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i-ic re  ribs,  smoked  hams  and  bacon, 
all  their  feed  comin.  from  the  farm. 


Tli  ere  we  re 
The 


apia  r y  at  one  time  contained  150  bee  colonies.  An  avple  garden 
of  small  fruits  and  vegetables  lay  north  of  the  brick  house,  {built 
1881 ) . 

To  J  II.  B.k  small-bo?/  lind,  the  farmstead  was  almost  a 
village.  Them  were  two  dwellings ,  a  frame  house  for  "Uncle"  Will 
and  "Aunt"  Lottie  Curtis  and  their  fa:nil-r  standing  near  the  larger 
brick  house.  A  row  of  buildings  •margined  the  driveway  back  to  the 
big  barn;  a  smoke  house,  a  corn  crib,  a  chicken  house,  a  wig  house, 
a  sheep  shed,  a  tool  house  and  shop,  an  ice  house,  a  bee  end  honey 
house,  a  milk  house,  and  sheds  for  farm  machinery.  Cows  md  horses 
were  kept  in  the  tig  born,  as  was,  the  hay  and  small  grain.  The  barn¬ 
yard  well  and  \  indmill  supplied  the  needs  of  the  stock,  another 
well  and  a  cistern  supplied  the  tuo  dvel?  in  s .  Ephrc  im  took 
especial  pridu  n  kecking  a  ■  eed-free  farm.  He  vs s  chagrined  if 
any  one  found  a  burdock  or  Canada  thistle  growin  about  his 
buildings.  He  fought  ragweed  along  the  roadside  v;ell  bevond  the 
limits  of  his  farm. 


CHaRLKS  EPHRAIM  AMD  OLIVER  JOSEPH  BRETZ 
Narrative  of  Oliver  Bretz.  Dated  Fob.  28, 


1920 


My  grandfather  Jocob  was  a  farmer ,  as  was  \y  father.  uncle 
Samuel  hrotz  followed  sawmilling  and  mercantile  business  mostly.  My 
uncle  Aaron  was  a  sort  of  sport  at  hunting  when  young.  He  had  a 
dozen  to  sixteen  foxhounds  at  one  time.  In  after  years,  he  practiced 
lav;  and  was  gc neral  state  agent  for  several  large  insurance  companies 
in  California.  He  also  edited  a  paper  end  vTote  for  several  papers 
teat  Just  suited  his  politics.  He  was  a  r  nk  socialist.  He  died  about 
1916  in  Ban  Francisco. 

Then  I  remember  Valentine  Brotz  end  M 3  brother  Samuel  (sons 
of  David,  non  of  Valentine).  Both  v/crc  formers  when  I  knew  them, 
about  I80O  (in  the  Lake  Odessa  region,  Michigan.)  Samuel’s  son 
Dow  and  I  tent  to  school  together.  I  also  line'.  Valentine’s  three 
sous,  Orson,  Don  and  David.  Valentine  c  ruled  a  rifle  bullet  in  his 
head  for  23  years.  He  was  hit  in  the  bridge  of  tc  nose  {in  the 
battle  of  Stone  River)  end  supposed  it  van  a  glance  shot.  After 
he  come  home  he  thought  he  was  suffering  from  catarrh  of  the  head# 
was  going  to  die  of  it.  Then  one  day  he  coughed  the  bullet  out. 

His  brother  Samuel  was  in  the  Army,  1  am  Quite  sure. 

Then  I  remember  an  old  nan  Bretz  who  lived  at  n-eo .  Movers 
in  woodland  Tv;p.,  Barry  Co.,  Mich.  The:/  called  him  Tanner 
Bretz,  evidently  because  of  his  trade.  I  think  he  ms  Jo  n,  son  of 
Valentine,  son  of  John. 
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i i q  1  .t ’  y e srs  old,  *  c i o  d v i von  ae r o s • :  r nd 
fro  i  ,Ter.3ca.  Go«  Ohio  to  Ionia  Co.  Ki cbir 
he  travelled  in  an  old  style  Iona  sled, 
a  span  or  horses,  and  c:  rried  all  our 
Fether’s  land,  in  Odessa  Tv/p » »  hs&  a  Ire 
bolfe,  the  .brother  of  Ephraim* s  mother, 
viv s  a  1.60  acre  tract.  9  (NV.1 k  too ,  21 ,  7  = 


til  r  ough  t  n  e  vr  5  \  d  c  o  u  n t  tv 
ran ,  by  his  brother  vororu 
nodci  nly  <\  pung ,  d  ravrn  bv 
: )  r  t h  1  brio  n  i  n  -  r  i  1th  u s « 
dy  be. n  purchased  of  Jacob 
1 ’ill lad  1  hie  .  olfe.  This 
5  IT.,  H.  7  r.\) 


where 


that  wilderness, 
the  purchased  land, 
1th in  half  a  mile 


On  arriving  in 

had  vat  aeon  ia.de  on 
an  empty  log  structure 

had  been  abandoned  by  a  family  named  Ki  iblc,  which 
and  moved  to  the 
father  could  cut 
own  land. 


v i  1 .1  a g o  ( now  city)  of  l'on I n  0 
the  logs  and  erect  a  house  in 


not  a  1)1  or:  of  an  ax 
vr,  wer-  fortunate  to  find 
of  tin:,  proposed  horns.  This 
hod  st  rved  out 
Here  wc  stayed  until 
the  forest  on  his 


On  completion  of  the  h>use,  father  began  cut  tin.  dov/n  the 
huuo  trees,  burning  brush,  limbs  and  entire  logs  so  r-r  to  clear  a 
place  lar^e  enough  to  plant  potatoes:  and  other  pardon  stuff. 
Uurin* .  the  first  year,  he  succeeded  in  removing  the  Jieavy  timber 
from  some  two  or  three  acres  * 


During  much  of  the  first  t*.  o  y,- arc,  father ,  myself  ?  nd 
i  of  -  nt  sister  ournh  lay  oick  in  bed  '  itJi  the  ague.  The  Lord  s^v 
fit  to  spare  our  devoted  mother  so  that  she  was  e'le  ~  o  earn  for  us 
three.  She  had  to  cut  nearly  oil  of  her  ovm  x;ood ,  c- vv^  nil  the 
water  from  a  hole  in  the  ground  each  of  the  K i  'hie  house  half  p. 
mile  uwav,  besides  \  siting  on  us.  She  v/us  obliged  to  force  the 
horrid  ague  ledicine  down  both  children  b  -  holding  our  noser  hj.le 
we  sv allowed  it„ 

By  the  fall  of  either  I856  or  1857,  father  had  managed 
to  .^et  about  two  acres  of  wheat  in  the  ground.  "hen  the  harvest 
c  mo,  he  or.  flat  on  his  bock  again  •«  ith  the  ■  ;uc„  bile  father 
was  sick,  some  no  :ro  1  the  so -culled  settlement  about  three  miles 
distant,  whore  about  six  families  hud  settled  (nov:  Lake  Odessa), 
come  over  t  rough  the  woods  end  cut  end  shocked  father’s  wheat # 
usint.  un  old  turkey  win  cradle .  There  the  -rain  stood  for  three 
or  four  \  ecka  and  father  could  look  out  of  th  window  and  sec 
squirrel  on  ver--  stump  and  corner  of  th-  fence ,  thresh  «ng  his  grain 
for  hi  1.  After  ho  got  able  to  era;  1  out  and  ,  ether  it  and  pound 
out  what  the  squirrels  had  left,  he  had  eleven  bushels  for  our 
year’s  bread  and  next  year’s  seed. 

(be  being  thus  faced  with  starvation),  grandfather 
Joseph  George  came  out  from  Ohio  in  the  f:  1.1  of  IG58,  hire  d  a  team 
f  r  )  1  the  cot  tie  .unit ,  to  Dk  us  to  Garonne ,  then  consisting  of  0  few 
houses  •  nd  u  store  \  here  lir.  Uhipmcn’s  house  nov-  stands  -'  Grand¬ 
father  paid  our  fare  back  to  Ohio  on  the  railroad,  then  nut  a  venr 

old.  In  Oaio,  father  worked  thnr,  winter  at  whatever  he  could  find 
to  do.  another  little  ,-irl  vr«s  <rn  to  our  f  jilv  that  •  -inter  in 
Ohio.  be  called  her  Jahey.  She  died  the  f ol  lov.ain  rummer. 
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ri.;  j.i.  tiie  ap i  i.v%  uC  J  .159,  '11  , >ul led  our,  ['or  '  i  eh  1  •  on 


a, 


j.  in 


five  '  l'  v.o  Uil:;  1  i :  io  „  junto’  d  of  tb 


to  O'  ran: it;  (e-lev 


t  j  ! 


■liLon)  to  too  store,  arid 


friths r  used  to  r  Ik 
•ack ,  c;  vr  iii  f  1  our  » 


roc.rie:,  oto „  on  his  tack,  until  v:o  wore  able  to  jut  chase  n.  •*roke 
of  oxen.  T  ien  ho  so  io  times  drove  the  exon  to  Pattio  Crock  to  t;et 
a  small  rrict  f.rou  id.  Four  days  were  reouired  lor  that  trip. 

Someti  no  about  3.861  or  1362,  a  \i- n  nunod  Fibbey  bull  t  r,  little 
water  mill  on  the  creek  one  mile  ear-t  of  the  pres  nt  si  te  of  Ii  ko 
Odessa,  whore  he  round  corn  and  v/hor  t  for  t  o  settlers.  TTuny  were 
die  times  t~ot  father,  1  savin-  shelled  about  bushel  of  corn,  out  it 

in  a  t;  o -bushel  wi  ,  gwvn.  it  across  the  back  of  one  of  the  oxen, 
lifted  ic  -rt  behind  and  sent  me  to  Kibbev’g  ill]  to  .  ct  so  ie  " Johnny 
cake  timber". 


For  cash  to  btny  ?  roccrinr,  and  oth°r  nec^ssi’  iea  of  life, 
fa thor  use  to  take  r  >bs  on  the  roads,  or  -'oho  cottln  ••  nn^  clearing 
lend  for  o-.hers,  some  times  ri:  ht  in  the  midst  of  4  lie  then  cold 
Michigan  win tors,  sometimes  ten  or  twelve  liles  fro;  home,  sometimes 
cum,  in  out  in  the  oods  while  on  a  .iob0 

So  we  exist*  d  until  we  final  jo'  yot  a  little  morn  dentins 
dona  on  vj.r  s>\ / •  i  land.  Then  the  (Civil)  war  broke  out.  Near  the 
close  of  the  v;.r ,  father  was  drafted  ,nd  vent  to  the  f-wont  in  the 
s^rin.-.,  of  1865.  ;ig  war.  rone  fro  home  on'1  ^  n  little  over  four 
months.  He  never  vs.. s  in  botvl*  ,  for  the  drw'  he  reached  Virginia 
soi.  ,  Oener  1  Lee  surrendered.  I  re  icmbor  that  he  ’  rote  home  end 
told  us  he  "uessed  that#  Leo  heard  he  rss  coni  nr  and  gpve  ur>  the 
fi,ht.  I  c  n  remember  when  tue  first  ,  un  was  fired  on  rort  Sumpter 
and  war  was  declared. 


jitter  the  war,  I  was  old  enou.  h  to  do  quite  n  stroke  of  work 
and  T  helped  father  on  the  fvr.i,  makin  maple  sussr  ond  peeling 
3lj *;_.ery  elm  bark.  By  the  rale  of  nuynr  end  boric,  i  c  th  u.  ht  we 
\  ere  getting  alont.  finel"  co  .fared  :  ith  what  vc  r~nt  through  the 
first  ten  or  twelve  years  in  Michigan. 

I  remc  nber  that  mv  yrandfs thor  Jacob  Pretz,  and  :r  ndmotherp 
came  to  see  us  once,  perhaps  1867  or  186'*.  Grandfather  died  soon 
afterword,  perhaps  1868,  *69  or  *70.  (0.  J,  B„*o  estimated  dntes 

are  in  error.  Jacoo  died  in  1866.)  Grandmother  d>od  about  1839, aged 
96  19^+)  ye. mss.  .She  was  Scotch  b”  birth,  her  maiden  n  me  vrs 
Philadelphia  Wolfe. 


I  r-. member  *  el'  hov  faiher  used  to  tol.l  e  to  .Itch  in  end 
wor  hard  until  Saturday  after-no  n,  when  he  and  I  would  r  o  fishing 
on  Jordan  Lake,  tiiroe  miles  south  of  our  !j  >me.  Other  times  I 
•  ould  go  *  ith  go  ic  of  the  nei  hbor  bo"s ,  fvcm  sntlv  f irh  :« nr>  for 
bullheads  ct  ni,bt  nd  be in^  go  tired  and.  rloe.,y  that  we  ’ould 
crawl  Into  the  itayaow  of  Sam  Chapman  er.  barn,  n  -;?r  the  lake,  •  nd 


sleep  until  d  v brook . 
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school  days  be 
years  old  *  I  rock-  be  hi 


a, an  in  tii r  v -inter  of 
nd  the  teacher 
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r7.h  - 


-r  I  was  five 
,  Tiorrit  mere  t  on  horseback 
s  to  the  settlcnont  school  house ,  nor;  Lake 
too  sun  icrs  I  lived  with  my  .  rand father 


lor  two  and  c.  half  mile 
Udessuo  The  f o  i  lowing 

Joseph  George,  a  mile  oast  of  the  present  Lake  Cdonsa,  end  went  to 
school  with  my  nnclc  \  e 
my  aunt  Rosa  George,  9 
school,  two  .miles  east 

"Betz”  school  on  Ionia  topographic  map,  U.  f>.  Gaol.  Surv.).  Then, 


slev  George,  throe  years  o.ldor  than  I,  and 
days  older  than  L  Ve  attended  the  Val  Brets 
of  where  Lake  Odessa,  nor;  stands  (shown  as 


until  about  ten  yoarc  old,  I  vent  two  and  a  half  miles,  around  by 
the  Old  Clinton  Trail,  to  a  little  school  house  on  the  edge  of  the 
woods  near  Odessa  Center 0  About  this  time  g  new  school  house  was 
built  right  at  the  Center  Cross  roads,  and  this  I  attended  during 
the  winter  months  until  about  1?  years  of  age.  Except,  of  course, 
when  father  needed  me  to  help  out  and  get  up  vrood,  haul  cornstalks, 
butcher  the  fatted  hogs  and  do  man^  other  thin  s  he  could  not  do 


alone . 


At  the  age  of  ten,  I  was  put  to  work  plowing  among  the 
stumps  with  the  oxen  and  a  No.  22  Curtis  plow.  V.hen  I  was  18,  father 
let  the  job  of  building  the  first  frame  barn  on  the  p]aco  to  Jesse 
N.  Mapes.  During  that  ou  vier  I  decided  that  I  wanted  to  learn  the 
carpenter  trade.  So  next  spring  f .other  let  .e  work  for  Mapes  if  I 
would  t.ive  iii./i  all  my  wages  to  hire  soio  one  in  my  place.  I  ot 
Vl8  a  month  while  father  paid  §2.2  a  month  for  my  substitute.  The 
next  su  =.  er,  lien  I  war.  20,  Mopes  paid  me  125  a  monte  end  father 
s.ot  a  youn,  fellow  m  the  fan  for  .;!*>  a  month. 


On  August  13  of  tan 
I  cult  \  orbing  for  Mopes 
a  d.y.  ithin  a  year.  I 
(Tut  Unite 

f,"  0. 


t  sillier,  I  bee  mo  21  years  of  g;e, 
r  nd  T  ont  to  work  -n  rvr  own  hook  for  ‘1 
jlai  «  ■  '-^*9  bo'.on  contract  lrv;  at  construction  work. 
Brethren  Church’ west  -f  C.  Bo  Bretz’s  farm  ’as  built 
J.  Bretzo)  This  I  followed  for  the  next  two  ypsrc. 
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I  t van  married  on  Aug.  15,  1877 ,  T;hen  I 
v ithin  12  hours  f r *  i  the  time  Rhode  (Howlett) 
mo n  nu  •  ife„  I  was  srwingiif:  an  cx  on  a  wild 
of  father *s  place  (oB  of  SU >:  of  section  4) « 
acr-.s  in  lira  lor  corn  planting  next  spaing., 
winter,  v/c  lived  in  the  s  .mo  Ki  .ble  house  fa i 
occupied  '■  non  first  arrived  from  Ohio.  That 


was  23  T'nors  old. 

and  I  were  pronounced 
fort”-  two  miles  north 
I  cleared  three 
Burin,  the  '  ivvavng 
nor,  mother  and  T  bed 
so  r  I  re  I  hu  lit  a  small 


frame  house  on  our  forty,  in  which  we  lived  for 
Carried,  vc  owed  *650  on  the  forty.  At  the  end 
wo  had  it  all  paid  for .  c  11  cleared  .and  improved 


five  vo  a  •  *  s  .  ’he  n 
of  the  five  ’tvs 
.  nd  -old  it  for 


-hi 375  cash 
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In  1‘ehvur  3 
Center,  -t;:  rry  c «. 
fur  nitu.ro  mi",  ur 
the  lb  r to  Sar: 
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:>c  and  J.  bp.tr  no  pnrtna. 
vie:-:  1.  akin;;  bus  5.  host  i n 
me  a  tou  t  April  20th. 
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v ,  buy  In,.: 
SaT'c  n  .1  c 


b  of  ''oodband 
out  the  only 
V'c  ‘loved  from 


Oil  the  follovina  Seat 
Binap  v;  .i:  born.,  I  remember 
e.  vary  distinct  earthquake 
and  shook  sons  1 -riche  loo  no 


e  17th,  our  first  sir!  baby 9 
that  <>  o  tidy.*?  after  her  birth.  v;o  hnd 
shoe?:  which  rattled  v'indovc  onu  dishes 
from  Chi  moyg .  (U.  S,  Coast  •  nd 


Ciw-otletic  Survey,  'tavrth  quake  Hist  or  ^  of  the  United  States",  describes 
this  ounko  ar  follows »  "Moderate  earth cuako  ;o  Ohio  end  Indiana 
and  parts  of  adjacent  states*  Int  ncity  w--  3  to  4  over  a  1?  r^e 
area  •  The  center  v;o r,  near  Coj  umbus  ,  Ohio  (vliere  )  chandeliers  kept 
S',  inq.iny  from  north  to  south  for  several  minutes.  The  shock  vas 


felt  at  i.c:  hinyton,  D.  C,  1  orkwen  on  top  of  the  then  unfinished 
►.ashiiq  ton  monument,  about  500  feet  above  the  ■: round.  It  v:ns  felt 
from  Pen  sylvonia  to  Ke  ntucky ,  and  from  ost  Vircinla  to  ?lichi{~.rn"  „ ) 


j.iay 
for  his 


In 

to  cere 

so  I  bou  ht  him 
tne  corner  of  * 
brick  store , 
inspection  01  tin  plans 
in  the  n  to  Rlioda,  said 


1385,  Uncle  Steve  felt  obliged  to  rat  rn  to  ’"oodland 
own  business,  left  in  the  hands  of  ,*>  s  >11- in -lav/, 
outo  That  name  su  1  ier  I  bou  ht  r.  vacant  lot  at 
nd  Bridyo  streets  «.-nd  built  on  it  a  ts  o-storv 


Main 

22-8  x  60 *  (J  Ho  Bo’s  memory  carries  berk  to  an 


for  this  store  huildiny.  o«  J .  >3.,  explain- 
nHov/s  hero  is  tho  olev  tor”,  J  H,  B. . 


lookin  >n 
look  like 


1 

an 


requir  d  further 
v  elevator!) 


explanation,  far  these  lines  didn’t 


(One  jf  0.  J.  Be ’3  stories  of  this  undertaking;  f>a rtne^ship 
v  ith  Stephen  Hai  ht  deals  with  a  dead  Indian  "laid  out”  in  the  back 
roo.i.  It  vote  after  nightfall  end  Uncle  Steve  rnd  ne.ihc?”  0]Me  vie. re 
in  the  front  room.  Tneru  '  os  t  sli  lit.  noise  in  the  dorkne?'-  of  the 
buck  roam.  0..T.B.  vent  to  irrve  tiento,  hiyhl',r  conscious,  as  vorv 
youn,  undertaker,  of  the  Indian  corpse,  A  biy,  flop-nared  hound  dry:, 
sleep  in  there,  v.os  reused,  .  ot  up  and  vv  orouslr*  shook  Jn’ k  he-'d. 

The  flay.-inp  :  oi  r;o  >f  the  Ion*  ears  ’  as  mi?, 3  star  rated  for  -  second 
and  U0J0U.,  with  e  veil  of  fripdit,  leaped  back  to  the  -r-otecMon 
of  uue  3  i.  lit  and  his  uncle.  Stephen  van  30  co  wised  *  ith  leu  liter 
that  he  hod  to  li  :  dovn  until  his  attack  subsided.) 


Aoout  1885,  I  sold  the  south  half  of  the  160  acre  f-  n  in 
secti'n  8  to  Vdv;0  Rf  Ho1,  lett,  my  wife* a  father,  t'-kirt  in  part 
yavr-iit  20  acres  of  land  In  tiio  northeast  corn  r  of  section  2°, 
Odessa  T\  . 


At  the  ti  it  I  oveu  into  i  ne*  stor*  '  n  th  f-  11  of  13^5, 

1  found  .1  self  in  ac  t  >vtr  ‘4,000.  But  •  ith  a  rood  busies-’  the 
debt  v:os  **iped  oat  in  thro:  or  four  ’-ears  .nd  I  soon  bou  -ht  the  lot 
adjoinin  on  the  south  and  ^uilt  another  brick  store  of  the  s- me  size  0 
in  which  I  ran  n  c^neral  crockorv  end  bazaar  burinef  r ,  bu,rin.  out 
one  cor.-ctinp  bazaar  and,  ov - ’•tuall-’- ,  t' o  co  :  ctinf;  fu rn .i  t Tire  and 
uv.de:. rt  kin  lusincrces «  (His  business  vonturrs  c-nm-'d  him 
even  further •  With  Charles  Pradle  -,  he  a’ct"  Mi'  i’od  a  rimi1  r  funil  ture 
and  undent  tin  fir  1  in  the  county  rest,  I'tnia.  This  ■crtnci’^hip 


lasted  for  halJ  a  dozem 
iu  in  out  0.J.B,) 


ars 


r  fin  1]  divolved  hv  Jr- dice’s 
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me;/icrics .  Oliver  continued  in  bu  *-im.8S  in  Sur.onac  lor 


The  narrative  ol  Oliver  end 

«r  Ho  BoV 

.17  years ,  then  returned  osaentially  to  the  activities  of  hie  youth; 

<•. £  Sarin*.  ner  land,  building,  famine  and,  in  addition,  limbering 
and  sawmilling.  This  wns  in  C-hippewe  Co. ,  northern  Michigan.  Again 
a  Brets  hat.  become  restive  and  sou.  ht  a  nev:  frontier,  merchandising 
and  undorta^in,.  were  too  sedentary  for  him,  and  taere  wort;  other 
factors  i  hicli  prompter?.  a  compete  shift  in  his  occupations. 

One  factor  was  an  incontinently  crursa'  Ing  spirit  for 
Prohibition.  He  hated  the  saloons  of  Baron:  c,  strove  to  k^ep  them 
closed  except  within  their  lawful  limits,  entsgoni zed  nil  mild  and 
tolerant  individuals,  ell  who  wore  coirr  rciall”  frvpr^d  b”  the 
"drink  evil",  all  friends  of  the  saloon -ken pars  and  all  drinkers, 
from  sippcis  to  topers,  in  the  village.  When  a  church  organization 
failed  to  brack  up  his  militancy,  he  hated  thot  church.  Tinallv,  he 
had  only  the  niethodists  (his  church)  with  him.  He  vus  subjected 
to  whispered  calumnies,  for  small-town  gossip  low s  malice.  Oliver 
had  o  coupon  book  for  purchases  at  the  Van  Drozer  grocer:;  and,  in 
the  hands  of  his  two  youngs  tors ,  J  H.  B.  and  Bine,  it  vms  inadvertent¬ 
ly  left  on  the  counter  and  another  customer's  coupon  book  t-  ken 
home.  This,  used  several  tines  before  tho  mistake  was  discovered, 
was  the  basis  of  one  malicious  story  which  culminated  in  daubing 
Oliver's  store  windows  one?  night  with  "BOOK  TUF”  in  black  point.  The 
Stein  Bros.,  proprietors  of  Saranac’s  leadin'  thirst  parlor,  were 
German,  and  they  virtually  signed  their  none  on  those  ”indovrs. 


O.J.Bo  had  ix  fist  fight  with  the. 
ensuirg.  suit  for  assault  and  bettor’* ,  c 
Open  tiir  r.t  of  being  knifed  if  ho  ever 
care as:  of  this  lawyer  again. 


town's  nhadv  lawver,  an 
fine  of  on~  dollar  '■  nd 
touched  the  syphilitic 


rn 


One  associate,  n  -i?n  who  rented  pert  of  Oliv-r’s  store  for 
a  iev-elry  business,  proved  to  be  r  {.-.muter  villain  then  on”  of  the 
saloon-keepers,  and  without  the  stimulus  of  an”  ant  gonism  from 
O.J.b.  hi  tho  never  proven,  almost  sur  1”  he  was  the-  instigator  of 
an  attempted  arson.  Oliver  was  in  Chippewa  Co.  at  the  time.  The 
two  stores  were  well  doua'-d  with  kerosene  one  night  end  fires 
started  in  two  places.  They  were  pro. aptly  discovered,  however,  and 
the  rather  well-known  erv  of  "Fire?  Fire !" raised  in  the  sleeping 
village o  Garnnac  hod  no  water  ."tains  end  no  fire  pumps.  J  H.P., 
a  hi.;h  school  student  at  the  time,  dashed  from  the  house  with  a 
three -gallon  soda  extinguisher.  It  checked  the  larger  fire  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  allow  time  for  swarming  volunteers  to  form  bucket  lines 
from  tho  crock,  o  well  end  a  cistern,  and  to  complete  the  Job„ 
Kerosene  v.v.s  found  in  dishwaro  stacked  high  on  shelv  r,  in  the 
"bazaar  store"  and  kerosene -soaked  excelsior  in  the.  basement  and 
other  places.  Our  villain  vmn  also  bent  on  destroying  his  own 
over-insured  stock? 

This  v;p.s  in  the  autumn  of  1900.  Oliver  adjusted  the 
insurance  looses,  had  a  fire  sale  of  the  damaged  stock,  cold  the 
undemeg  ed  furniture  and  the  undertukin  business  ,  alonv  with  the 
two  buiidin  s,  and  moved  his  family  to  the  new  farm  in  upper 
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Michigan,  three  miles  south  and  two  miles  e -sb  of  Rudjaiid,  on  tho 
flat  clay  bottom  of  Glaoinl  Lake  Algonquin,  Tho  160  -acre  fan  we s 
the  NV*  y;  of  sec.  27  ?  T0  44  II.  R.  2  '7.  He  also  owned  a  forested 
80  acres  about  three  miles  farther  south,  on  the  IJiagaran  cuestr. , 
which  he-  limbered  off  in  ensuing  yours.  Cluis.  Vosley  Brstz  end  V.h. 
Curtis  also  acquired  farms  in  Chippsv/a  Co.  at  this  ti,ie.  The 
three  were  inveterate  doer-hunters.  L’vsn  out  of  season,  the-''  had 
to  protect  their  crops 2! 

Harlan  went  to  college  in  1901  end  before  he  graduated, 

Oliver  moved  bade  to  southern  Michigan,  settling  his  fanilv  in 
Albion  where  three  More  of  his  children  attended  the  college.  Ho 
owned  a  coal  and  feed  business  here  for  sever  1  years .  Both  he  and 
his  wife  died  in  Albion 


Oliver  acquired  a  few  boohs,  more  perhaps  than  all  his 
progenitors  hud  ever  owned  together.  Earl''',  he  bought  a  wheelberrow 
load  at  an  auction!  It  contained  a  hur-e  family  bible  t  Hill’s 
"Manual  of  Correspondence" ,  Crude n  * n  "Concordance  of  the  HclTr  Bible”, 
Speke’s  "Travels  in  Africa",  A  complete  set  of  Dickens,  f"  nrth,  sea  „ 
and  nicy" ,  "The  Road  to  Heaven",  A  medical  encyclopedia,  "The  Storv 
of  «Tesus",  "The  Child’s  Bil>len,  a  history  of  the  "’inkertori  detectives, 
"Old  Tiros  in  Oak  Openings",  "Life  of  A  T„  R  irnuT’ ,  and  a  few 
others.  Tiiereafter,  he  bought  only/-  of  persistent  agents „  He  read 
a  little  in  each  new  book  when  it  first  arrived,  then  never  touched 
it  again.  The  big.  bible  was  too  he.ew  for  tho  ten -"car  old  son  to 
handle,  though  it  had  ever  no  man-*  pictures  in  it.  Tt  was  closed 
by  two  silver  latches,  and  used  oniv  at  family  worship  when  Charles 
Epiirai  i  or  some  church  dignitary  staved  ov» -might. 


Charles  Ephraim  had  even  fewer  books.  His  pine  secretary* 
desk  afforded  the  onlv  book  she Ivan  in  his  ho  is  and  could  not  have 
contained  more  than  a  dozen  or  so  books.  What  they  \jcv  ir  not  on 
record „ 


Despite  Oliver’s  rather  high-ctrun.  emotional  nature  his 
religion  was  formalized 0  He  would  have  made  a  good  Catholic.  lie 
never  dared  to  be  really  friendly  with  Cod.  His  prayer  at  lorning 
worship  was  o  recitation  which  he  rarely  altered,  and  his  prayer- 
me«-;ting  prayers  enu  testimonies  were  similarl-'-  formalized.  Phrases 
of  his  morning,  prayer:  "again  on  bended  knee  v.e  come  before  the 
throne  of  grace" ;  "again  we  find  ourselves  on  urcir,s  side  of  the 
grave  whilst  many  of  our  fellow  hoingr. ,  >oro  worthy  than  wc ,  have 
been  called  from  Time  to  kternitv";  "v;c  pray  for  those  cn  bods  of 
sickness ,  rucked  with  pain  and  scorched  with  fever”;  "guard  us 
from  all  evil  as  t 1\  ere  with  n  wall  of  fire";  "here  beneath  the 
circle  of  the  sun";  "we  trust  the;  right  use  of  our  minds  and  reason¬ 
ing  faculties";  etc.  He  would  say ,  in  tcuti aonv,  of  his  adolescent 
conversion;  "It  see  ied  as  though  the  Lord  passed  dovn  the  aisle  and 
I  retched  out  and  touched  the  hem  of  his  germs nt  and  w  s  h-  a led". 


In  these  traits,  Oliver  reflected  his  father  •'.hose  grace 
was  a  formula  recited  so  rapidly  that  parts  v:c  rc  unintelligible  to 
J  H.B.  as  a  small  boy.  Later,  it  was  recognized  that  "Cod  spoon 
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"T  irough  Christ 


seal  - 
/’•men" 


or  q^s*1  v» i : a  "Guide  us  taron  i  life”  end  fa  at 
explosive  "Ctcamor”  was  tuc  last  .art  of 
Tiie  pious  Bjurmuring  of  on  "Amen"  echo  when  gr  no  or  prays »-  was 
ended  wa s  co-i  ion  o.ncng  male  auditors  of  this  t law  and  r*  ion.  All 
those  phrases  and  .iann  risne  tore  doubtless  copi  cl  fro;  earlier 
,>r  -gcni  tors  . 


A  Michigan  winter  v  ith nut  o  revival  meeting 


like  on-'’ 


Mo  .‘tings 
accoai  onniod 


oldsters o 
with  do i.i 


without  sleds ,  b'obs.le.Vhn  or  skat  in.-  ;  it  never  happened, 
occurred  ev<  rrr  ni,-ht  for  two  to  four  weeks s  .erlieas  v^r-- 
by  afternoon  prayer  m.  tings  of  those  ot.ron  in  t,h-'  f  r. ith  end  most 
intent  on  reviving  the  weak  and  savin  th->  sinr  rr  „  Although  ”oun  - 
st*.rs  wex  ■-  Dinners  in  that  they  had  not  yet  "coio  forward”  to  the 
mourner’s  bench ,  the  real  ones  vero  the  habitual  backsliding 

And  did  they  like  it?  To  bo  prayed  over  and  labored 
for  a  week  to  a  *n  nth ,  to  cone  back  into  the  fold  ’  ith 
v/fcfcyin^  end  ii  isan;  us ,  and  then  to  ;*oin  the  worke.ro  on  the  still 
resistin.  c  inner  reslduin:  that  vrs s  social  recognition  of  a  hi  ■  h 
order  in  t.ic,  quiet  rural  end  vil  lo  ge  life,  and  rove  onormus  jv*t  in- 
faction,  So  le  times  a  reall*’’  hell-bound  sinner  v;  -s  p  ved .  One  of 
‘jcranac’s  town  drunkards,  a  brute  to  his  family  Mien  in  his  cu/»s, 
was  so  rescued,  and  stayed  so  afterwards. 

The  serious  objection  to  revivals  wan  not  the  stage  pin y 
of  retrif vin^  the  consistent  back-slid'  r«  It  was  the  over-stimulation, 
even  tne  laceration,  of  naturally*  unsettled  adolescent  emotions «  "Da 
not  denv  the  Spirit  too  long:  It  will  not  nlwavn  stride  with  ^oif' S 
But  most  of  the  "boys"  Sunday  school  class  (  hero  Oliver  was  s0n0 
superintendent  for  •iair'r  years.),  never  would  c  ament  to  -.arch  up 
tne  aisle  end  'neel  at  the  mourner's  bench  while  'Must  ns  I  am’7  was 
nun:  over  then,®  They  didn't  believe  it  v;es  f  ir;  this  triumphing 
of  the  oldsters,  this  display  of  that  sh  uld  be  v«r^  private  -intt-rg. 
And  then  old  enou.h,  a  nr-  "the  Spirit  had  cop  rod  t^  strive’7,  as  a 
grasp  tne,r  rebelled,  and  r  fused  to  o  to  Bund a v  Ichool  an”  longer* 
oore  intelii  ant  approaches  a  ere  thon  tried;  class  leotio  s  "ere 
offered  in  the  parson's  study,  the  conventional  lessons  were 
abndoned.  But  it  was  too  late.  They  were  fed  up  and  shortly 
refuse;!  to  attend  oven  this  e.r.acul&trd  means  of  grace .  All  too 
long,  Sundry/  had  bcc-a*  an  unple*  sent  d.av,  what  with  prohibitions  on 
plu  y  and  with  sitting  still  through  three  "service*”  in  stiff, 
uncomfortable  clothes  «  Although  thase  dads,  who  toak  their  bo^s 
fishm  instead  of  lo  church  on  Sunday  were  leading  tha  n  into  sin 
and  wickedness,  said  boys  have  11  become  good  citizens ,  .if  not 
good  church  members  . 

If  there  over  i  ere  rebels  in  the  family,  earlier  than 
J  HoB they  included  Charles  l.csley  and  Aaron*  Aaron's  rebellion 
must  have  been  much  more  narked  than  C.  V .  P's  or  J  I£.  P.'s,  if  one 
may  judge  v.y  his  letters.  Tlie  family  also  contained  individuals 
neither  hot  nor  cold,  franklin  was  one. 
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This  picture  of  riurcnac  ’s  religiosity  probably  is  equally 
applicable  to  the  e  nviron  lint  of  the  earlier- Generations .  " 
Tolerance  x us  a  rare  quality  in  the  religiously  inclined  of  that 
time o  0  J.B,  was  considerably  disturbed  when  .T  H.B.  brought 
home  a  co-y  of  the  Koran,  Having,  it  explained  to  hi  .  i  os  another 
Bible,  of  another  religion,  he  announced  "I  wont  hove  that  hook  in 
ray  house*’.  Ephraim’s  Intolerance  shov/ed  in  his  bitter  o  position 
to  Secret  societies”.  (Oliver  be Ion-  ad  to  ever”  one  in  torn.) 

the-  United 

„  ^  W.-.W4UL  popular  with ’the  ^ennr.vlvonia 

Dutch  and  their  earlier  descendants.  Ephraim  had  very  firmly 
fixed  opinions,  vras  not  open  to  rev  ideas.  He  almost  sneered  at 
J  H.B.’s  statement  that  his  fertile  farm  and  it::  environs  had 
once  been  covered  by  a  hu, .  e  ice  sheet;  that  the  boulders  in  the 
stone  j/ile  hod  largely  come  fro  >\  Canada .  "Aw ,  bosh  J”  ho  commented; 
"that’s  all  theory”.  He  did  approve  of  J  H.E.’s  early  idea  of 
becoming  a  foreign  missionary.  "But  you’ll  never  per  rich,  if  ~ou 
do”,  he  v. erne d. 


VW  ^  wi  0  \  VJ.AVV1  K\_s  J,  UAi,  w  U  \j  <_>  C  V  "Ci ' 

Ephraim’s  uttitade  reflected  that  of ’his  church,  ■ 
Brethren  in  Christ,  a  denomination  popular  with  tl 


Oliver  iet  his  future  wife  at  e.  series  of  rcv'val  meetings 
in  the  best  Odessa  U.B.  Church,  the  then  rec  nt  construction  of 
which  had  lean  his  first  .independent  job.  Rhode  Hewlett’s  parents 
and  their  family  lived  on  a  farm  in  section  20,  half  a  mile  from 
Eph.  Bretz’s  farm.  Her  father,  Edward  R,  Hovlett,  apparently 
had  come  here  in  the  carl1-  lS70’r  froK  the  vicinity  of  Kalnnussoo 
whore  ho  had  married  Elizabeth  01  istead,  v:ith  whom  ho  had  eight 
children.  Edward,  although  fore inn-born  and  not  naturalized  until 
years  later,  carried  the  U.  S.  mail  from  .1875  to  1^85  between 
baranoc  on  "the  railroad”,  Bonanza  Corners,  Ionia  Co.  and  Woodland 
Center,  Barry  County.  Than  ho  returned  to  farming,  buying  80 
acres  of  Oliver  in  section  8  of  Odessa  tov/nship. 


Our  earliest  record,  of  the  Howlotts  is  found  in  the 
obituary  of  John.  He  was  the  father  of  :dwar&  and  ten  other 
children,  seven  by  hin  first  wife,  Rhoda  Riches  and  four  by  his  second 
Caroline  Rogers.  He  was  born  in  V.’atton.  County  of  Norfolk,  England, 
7-25-1796.  He  emigrated  in  I834  or  Id 35 ,  coming  with  wife  and  some 
children  to  "the  wilds  of  that  part  of  Canada  now  c  lien  the 
Eastern  Townships".  Bury,  Sam  ion  (Salmon?)  River,  stamstend  and 
Pitch  Buy  are  place  numas  5n  his  early  history  in  Ancrice#  Vermont, 
"tne  Par  West”  and  Brittle  Cre  k  are  mentioned  as  later  sn'ourns. 

He  died  in  Battle  Creek  11-15-1892,  more  than  96  years  old.  Oral 
family  accounts  state  that  Edward,  (born  7-14-1834,  died  in  1^01) 
was  one  of  the  children  born  in  England. 


John  Hewlett  was  a  farmer.  He  appears  to  have  been  an 
actively 'religious  man,  first  unon-  the  Wesleyan  ?.fethodists  in 
England,  later  as  an  ardent  Adventist.  "Though  he  hod  hoped  to 
live  till  the  Coming  of  Christ,  ^et  he  rejoiced  that,  to  the  deed  • 
in  Christ,  death  was  a  blank,  and  that,  in  the  light  of  this  truth, 
in  r  moment,  as  it  were,  after  closing  his  eyes  in  death,  he 
would  awake  to  unite  with  the  saints  and  with  Jesus". 

Elizabeth  Olmstcad,  Rhode.* s  mother,  was  born  near  vpsilanti 
12-6-1839  and  died  in  Lake  Odessa  3-26-1904.  Her  father,  Salmon  (Sol¬ 
omon.)  was  Canadian-born  in  1792.  He  was  a  stone-cutter,  and  became 


r  j,  J  [  T  f  0 '  ir  ' "Tt’  *lC  91U^0-(Vj  'iiffl 

. 

“rl(T4-i  «n«  '  --r  Ci  ft*  X-.V  tovUO)  •’.«W^oe« 

■»  •» .  •  i  nj  i  ■■  *  .  •  •  ->('>'  ~  -  i 

r  «  r  r„ ^ p«  4  f  f  *>  a  f  !  n 


•1  7-t  r  -at  .  *’.v«9  .*.v  srsafiO  U  -  w»  at 

.  *  ■•  *,  •  yi  uiT  !  »'  /mo  •  bfl.i  0wsil 

V  ,  r  -T-  c  ,J  r  hW  vr.tr St  itoxix  btiu 

v-tl  ^*OV»I  'I-Iflj  ^  ni  010/1  oi;:oo  bvil 

crs  i >;i  ;  I'toff-."  i  ii  jtrcr  le  i  ■  '>a  .  iOibXiilO 

..  o  j  r  oJ  tV£  C  tt/rt  XX  cr:  .  3  ,TJ  ■  i  '  &■  T^B3  0 

•  ■  '  '  •  : 

o,  -M,i  sr&SxTtf  ^ 

r-*>~  -  v  p.d’-.to  tr  ^  X  JCI  f-T.l'O  -i» 

.ftfiou  la 


,,  £t  •»  •-*•.  .6'*-u)  V  :n!»  Sen*  It  eblb*  wtt«  ft  «wV>Uito 

•  ■  \*  ’  •*/  ‘  *  ■  ■  £ 

A,-f5  r.  </„?  itTto-i )  ,iri  aM  -tor»X  9X  1-2  11**00003  v.  I  limit 


no* 

WneUaqv  -iw.  nac-i  ar.*  IfaittOB  a*  bo<l«  6,oio«jo  riJadssiX3 

,$9  ‘X  ni  fliod-aojb  :«»aJ  Ci*VJ  (.rtO/rtO 


pom:  rr.; bi i  d  by  stoae 
Ills  Y/lfo  ,  l.O.LG  V :-*UTiOI\U5l  9  was 
died  in  Or?  nd  Rapids  in  1  o9 2 
child,  in  1331  •  The  family 


dus--  in  1C  ; : ..  n  J  l.v 
born  in  Nov  "York  ctoi 
,  They  c umc  to  iliclip 
appears  to  have  f ivod 


o-i  v,  it  11  iV-M, 

3  in  i  J’09  r ii rj 

an,  with  one 
no  n  r  Cold  vra  tor,. 


then  near  .nnn  Arbor  and  Ypcilunti.  Finally,  in  1857,  they  moved 
to  Orleans  township,  Ionia  County,  their  farm  hr  In?-  e  -lie  and  a- 
half  north  of  Orleans  Center.  Eleven  children  were  lorn  to  thorn 0 
five  coming;  after  the  father  hoc- me  blind ,  "Some  of  the  children 


remember  hearing  their  father  pound  on  the  wagon  at  night  to 
scare  away  the  wolves ,  near  whet  is  now  the  citv  of  Coldwater", 


Lflo,  grandmother  of  Rhode,  was  "converted"  to  Free 
Methodism  at  the  age  of  40,,  The  Bible  was  "her  one  look" 0  Her 
obituary  states  that  she  was  na  proving  woman" ,  that  "she  believed 
in  experimental  religion" ,  and  that  "she  was  never  kmovm  to  be 
angry" • 

Elizabeth,  like  her  mother,  was  strongly  religious,  J  HoB* 
reman  bers  her  protesting  against  Edward’s  fence  -me  ruling  one 
Sunday  morning,  "Its  wrong  to  work  on  Sunday,  Ed,  Even  the  loos  don’t 
work  on  Sunday" ! %  Her  "testimonies"  in  preyer  mooting  were 
clarion-clear,  almost  oratorical,  announcements  of  the  adequacy 
of  her  faith.  Edward  was  never  much  affected  ftw  the  near-mil italic  y 
of  either  his  wife’s  or  his  father’s  relic ion.  After  Edward’s 
death,  Elizabeth  instituted  "morning  worship"  in  her  home,  conducting 
it  herself s 


Rhode.  a  unlike  her  mother,  van 


shy  and  reserved*  Her  only 
"testimony"  was  "I  am  on  the  Lord’s  ride".  A  devoted,  self- 
.•sacrificing  mother,  her  efforts  were  all  directed  tow  rd  the  advance  - 
aent  of  her  children  and  her  greatest  happiness  van  in  their  accom¬ 
plish  ocntSo  Except  for  Chas «  Wesley  Brets,  the*  were  the  first  o'" 
this  Line  to  have  a  hi;  h  school  education  or  its  eerily^  lent.  For  four 
of  them  to  o  to  colleen  afterward  wan  the  "siunruum  fconum"  of  Rhode  h- 
life* 


A  narrowly  circumscribed  mental  nncl  physical  environment 
largely  determined  the  character  and  the  achievements  of  these 


forebears . 


Their  lives  were  uneventful  monotones,  lived  offside 


the  main  lines  of  change 0  Of  this  they  were  hardl^  eu mre ,  for  they 


knew  little  else  for  comparison <,  There  is  but  little  to  record 
other  than  that  they  all  played  of f actively  in  the  surge  o'”  Cervrn  end 
British  agriculture. lists  which  swept  over  the  Indians'1  hunting 
grounds  and  inaugural  d  a  wholly  different  o coney  end  culture 
By  the  generations  heroin  recorder,  the  formats  wre  removed  e  the 
virgin  soil  possessed  and  th  settlements  expanded  to  villages  end 
citie-So  V.’ho  among  these  pioneers  could  have  dreamed  of  ec'uc  tier) 
beyond  the  ungraded  rural  school?  It  w s  not  until  Oliver  oik. 

Rhcdo  wore  rearing  their  family  that  any  bettor  schools  were 
organized  within  roach  of  the  farm  and  village  dwellers.  Churches 
come  with  the  earliest  schools  but,  maintained  by  adults  ?  they 
possessed  no  higher  intellectual  level  than  the  culture  inherited 
by  the  dominating  generation  from  their  own  ^cuth,,  Buch  rebellions 
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culture  s  superiors  to  to . •  t  Xoorlly  di  splayed „  nut  no  time 
attaches  to  tic  attempted  shaping  of  young  all. is  to  eon/,  orn  to 
the  limited  views  of  the  odul fcs *  The  older  folk  ltd  not c  could 
not,  understand  that,  the  static  world  view*  held  fi\  n  John  dorm 
to  Oliver  vn  s  vanish  ing  «  Oriel  over  the  rebellion  y/r  3  c  ora  ore - 
hensible  but.  im  justified  ,  It  is  pier?  sent  to  record  that  Oliver 
and  Rhode,  eventually  accepted  with  equanimity  the  departures  of 
some  of  their  children  from  the  older  and  unsuitable  corformltv. 
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